
PULSE
HOLYHEAD SCHOOL PRESENTS

Teach What Matters

www.holyheadschool.org.uk

Pu
ls

e:
 Is

su
e 

N
o.

 4
6 

Su
m

m
er

 2
0

23



Principal’s Foreword

It gives me great satisfaction to bring the curtain down on a very busy and 
productive year by writing this foreword to the Summer Term edition of 
Pulse magazine. This edition helps us to showcase much of the best that has 
taken place during the term, with the big push from everyone towards the 
external exams in May and June through to Enrichment and Experiences 
week across the curriculum in July, with the not so small affair of our first 
Presentation Evening for 4 years at the Town Hall in June!

As ever, the Pulse magazine does not capture the day-to-day normality of 
the lessons and learning that takes place within our walls, it showcases the 
experiences that create lasting memories for the students who take part 

in them. These can be from near, whether they are history walks around Handsworth or visits to the 
Nicole Andrews Community Library at the Marcus Garvey Centre, or further afield with visits to a range 
of universities including Oxford, residentials at Blackwell Court or in the future which includes our first 
ever ski trip which is set for Italy in February 2025, all of which you can read more about in the pages 
that follow.

We have so much to celebrate and for you to take in over the pages of this magazine from what has 
been a very successful term, with students taking up the challenges with a sense of optimism and being 
able to reflect on these with great pride and heightened confidence. These challenges have included 
performing on stage for an audience of hundreds (many of whom were doing so for the first time) at 
Presentation Evening, pitching ideas to industry professionals from Morgan Stanley, leading their own 
social action projects through the RSA8 programme and meeting with many new people from a variety 
of careers, including interviews for Year 10 and Year 12 students.

At the end of this productive year, I want to pay a special tribute to all of the adults that work here at 
Holyhead in the wide variety of roles that make up a school community. Without the commitment, care 
and creativity of our staff, the experiences you read about would not be possible and I will never take 
this for granted.

I hope you enjoy reading more about these experiences, the vast majority of them in the words of the 
young people of Holyhead. I wish you all a fantastic, and safe summer holiday and we look forward to 
seeing staff and students back in September! 

We wish everyone who leaves us a bright future beyond our gates.

Mr D Knox
Head of School
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It is great to see that this edition features so much input from the students 
who have joined staff in celebrating the wide range of activities and events 
this term.

The summer term is a busy one with the usual highlights of Sports Day and 
Presentation Evening being extended by a vibrant Enrichment Week. Thank 
you so much for taking part!

I enjoyed reading about the Sport, Art, Music and Literature work and took 
a particular interest in the reports by Science and Business. Every staff 
member and student deserves to be congratulated on the effort that has 
gone into making this term so rich with excitement and opportunity. 

It was also great to read about the amazing things happening in Sixth Form.

Keep up your engagement in opportunities to lead and make change. The Morgan Stanley work and 
Pre-Loved Uniform shop are just two examples of ways in which you can be an ambassador for your 
local community.

Good luck to all students awaiting GCSE and A-level results. I hope you get everything your hard work 
deserves. Have a safe Summer break, see you in September.

Warm wishes,

Mr R Trafford
Executive Principal

Foreword
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Farewell
Mr Smith

This is a time at the end of the year where we say our goodbyes to staff members who are moving on 
to pastures new with promotions and changes of role, but we want to pay special tribute to Mr Errol 
Smith who is retiring after over 20 years of service to the school in a number of roles, most recently as 
the Head of Year 11. Errol has done the full circle of watching the school being built to a much loved 
colleague and friend, both to staff, but also to the many families he has supported along the way, always 
with the heartfelt desire to work for the students and the community as a whole. 
We wish Errol many happy years of contentment, music and joy in his well earned retirement. 

Never 
forget how many 
lives you changed 

just by being 
yourself!

You 
have been a 

wonderful mentor 
and support.

The OG!
It's been 

a pleasure 
working with you 

over the years.
Thank you for 

the chips.

End of 
an Era!

A Veteran! 
Wish the school 
system could of 
had you forever!

Amazing 
teacher! Xx all 

the best for the 
future

One of the 
pillars and roots 

of Holyhead (and 
Edgware college)

Best of luck 
you was a great 

mentor thanks for 
everything you did 
for me in Holyhead 

school You were an 
absolute legend and 

such a kind and calming 
presence at the start of my 
teaching journey. You have 

helped so many young 
people and teachers 

over the years. X

I hope you 
understand how 

much of a difference 
you made in a lot of 

people’s lives. 

Real legend. 
Safe to say a lot 

of us wouldn't be 
where we are today 

if it weren't for 
your work

Mr Errol Smith 
"Your guidance and 

wisdom have left an inprint 
in my life. Your guidance & 

encouraging words stuck & helped 
alot of us especially those who 
were in inclusion. It never went 

unnoticed" Thank you. All the best. 
Great teachers and mentors are 

hard to come by!!! All the 
best



The English Faculty had a fantastic opportunity 
to take 13 Year 12 students to The Repertory 
Theatre in Birmingham. They watched The 

Beekeeper of Aleppo on Thursday 15th June and 
thoroughly enjoyed the theatre experience. The 
afternoon was designed to stimulate interest in 
the Arts for current A Level students. The storyline 
provoked students’ literary thinking and has inspired 
a sense of enthusiasm towards Seminal World 
Literature.

Students were able to reflect and acknowledge how 
theatre is a great way to expand their knowledge, 
meet new people, and enjoy new experiences. Our 
A Level students were able to gain inspiration which 
will contribute to enhancing their critical thinking and 
analysis skills throughout the course of their A Level 
journey. This was a useful and great opportunity to 
expose them to an academic setting that goes beyond 
Holyhead. 

Miss Masood
KS5 English Co-ordinator

“The theatre took a brilliant story and recreated it 
into a heartwarming tearful play. Tears poured from 
my eyes as I watched the actors bring the characters 
to life. The story telling, acting and set was beautifully 
captivating.” Nazifa 12A

There will be more educational opportunities available 
in the upcoming months. 

In January 2023 we began using the Lexia programme. This is an online programme designed to help students 
of all ages and abilities master essential reading skills. The students involved have been working so hard this 
last term and have made some amazing progress.

Across the Core 5 programme students have spent a total of 5909 minutes on it this term, that equates to 98.5 
hours! They have covered a total of 462 units, meaning they have collectively completed an amazing total of 43 
levels.

Across the Power Up programme students have spent a total of 3033 minutes on it this term, that equates to 
50.1 hours! All of this hard work pays off as they have now covered 2374 units across the three reading strands: 
word study, grammar and comprehension. In total the students have completed 239 levels.

The students have achieved so much in such a short space of time, we can’t wait to have them back in September 
to see how much further they can go! 
A big well done to all students - keep up the good work!

Miss K Jamie
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Year 9 students studying GCSE Media Studies and 
Languages visited the attractions at Cadbury 
World in Bournville. The trip was aimed at 

students who had chosen the two subjects for their 
GCSE options as an opportunity to welcome them to 
the course. We also took a few year 10 students to 
celebrate and reward them for their hard work and 
achievement.

Students attended an 'iMedia' workshop at the factory 
where a member of their education and marketing 
team delivered an engaging presentation about how 
marketing has changed to attract the core younger 
audience for Cadbury products through dynamic, 
interactive flash and social media campaigns.

After this, students soaked up all that the attraction 
had to offer, including a visit to the 4D Chocolate 
Experience, a tour of Cadbury World, with its 
interactive exhibits, free chocolate and rides. As 
well as this, students had an opportunity to make 
chocolate designs and learned how to 'temper' 
chocolate. Finally, of course, students had a chance 
to buy chocolate at the largest Cadbury store in the 
world.

Fortunately, despite all the fun and chocolate on offer, 
none of us ended up like Augustus Gloop by the end 
of the day!

Mr N Hutchins
Director of Learning - Social Sciences

In April, 40 of our Year 10 students were given 
the key to Willy Wonka's Chocolate Factory. These 
students had the opportunity to explore the science 
behind the chocolate making at Cadbury World, 
through looking at areas such as microbiology and 
diseases. As this was a joint English visit, students 
were also given the opportunity to develop their 
literacy and oracy skills through designing a product 
and giving a dragons den style presentation. Staff at 
Cadbury World were very complimentary about our 
students, and said they are some of the most mature 
and polite students they have ever come across. 
Students thoroughly enjoyed the visit (especially the 
free chocolate), and are already asking when they 
can go back.

Mr J  Mohr & Ms N Masood
Media and Languages

Cross Curriculum Project 
English & Science 
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Year 10 Sociologists went along with the Black History Club to visit the Nicole Andrews Community Library 
at the Marcus Garvey Centre. The students were able to meet real life Sociologist and Professor Kehinde 
Andrews and ask him a range of questions about his work and profession. It was very interesting to hear 

about what life is like as an academic and about all the books and publications he has written. 

Miss Gordon

On 16 June, forty 
year 9 and 10 
students took 
part in a taster day 
at Birmingham 
City University. 
It was organised 
by Holyhead’s 
H u m a n i t i e s 
Faculty. We 
participated in 
sessions on the 

student loan system that makes university affordable, 
attended three lectures and ate lunch in the university 
canteen.  

Before going there I did not fully understand the 
concept of university. I thought it would be just like 
school with a tight timetable and the 
same work for everyone. However, 
the more the day went on, the more 
my view changed. I saw that 
university students are responsible 
for how, when, and even what topics,
 or ‘modules’, they learn about.

The lectures were on completely different types of 
topics from school. We had a lecture on computer 
game design, where we asked questions about the 
impact of Artificial Intelligence. We met the course 
leader for Youth Work who explained how she is 
training the next generation of youth workers for 
Birmingham, and then we visited the Black Studies

department and heard about a very different 
way some historians work by engaging with the 
community.

In the first session I got a better understanding of the 
cost, how living would be like, and what the lectures 
and seminars are actually like. It made me realise for 
the first time that this is something I definitely would 
want to do.

                            That does not mean it would be easy.          	
	 To get to university most students need 		
	 A-Levels, and in turn this will require hard 		
	 work in the next two years to get the GCSE 
grades needed for Holyhead Sixth Form.

As the basketballer Steph Curry says:
Success is not an accident, success is 

actually a choice.

I would like to thank the Humanities Department for 
arranging this visit.

Devandre 9F

YEAR ROUNDYEAR ROUND

"University visit 
changed my 
perspective"
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On Tuesday 14th March 8 students attended the 
launch event of the RSA8 project at Waseley 
Hills High School. The RSA8 is a youth driven 

social action project, run yearly with year 8 students, 
and is something Holyhead have loved to be involved 
in, this year was no different. The launch was a really 
good experience for the students to learn about what 
social action is and how important collective voices are. 
After hearing from guest speaker Alex Aitken students 
set to work on ideas for their project with the overall 
slogan ‘celebrate difference, challenge prejudice’. 

The next workshop was at Arrow Vale and delivered 
by ‘Talk The Talk’. They are a charity with a mission to 
inspire young people to find their voice and be able 
to use it confidently. Spending the day learning from 
them was invaluable to the students and each one 
left with essential skills not only for the social action 
project but for the future.

Over the next 16 weeks the students worked extremely 
hard developing their ideas and working as a group to 
decide exactly what they wanted to do and achieve 
from their social action project. On the 4th July the 
students then presented their project and all the work 
they had done to the rest of the RSA8 cohort and 3 
STEM ambassadors at Worcester University. Alongside 
this the students got to network with each other and 
have a full tour of the University which helped them 
consider more about their future opportunities.

The social action projects the students were involved 
in were:

1.	 Decorating for Eid and being involved in a themed 
lunch for all the students to celebrate Eid-Al-Adha. 

2.	 Looking after the school environment and 
increasing social well being by planting and adding 
greenery to the school grounds.

3.	 Taking in student feedback about ‘Culture Day’ 
at Holyhead and putting a proposal forward to 
the headteacher to change the date to be more 
inclusive. With this being agreed Holyhead 
celebrated culture day on 13th July as part of 
Enrichment Week. It was not only a huge success 
but now a tradition that it is celebrated in the 
summer term.

The students put 100% effort into the whole project 
and should be extremely proud of all of their work. 
We are excited to see what next year’s year 8 students 
get up to! 

Students involved: Priya 8A, Sohna 8A, Mtambala 8B, 
Adeen 8C, Simran 8C, Raymond 8E, Ibrahim 8G, Aliyah 
8H

Miss K Jamie & Mrs A Mistry 

"RSA8 project was an amazing experience. I learned 
how to present with confidence and clarity. The process 
of choosing a subject to focus on was challenging but 
worthwhile. I feel a great sense of satisfaction in having 
taken part in this momentous occasion and am deeply 
honoured to have been chosen." Simran 8C

RSA8 Leadership 
Programme

Celebrating 
Differences and 

Challenging PrejudiceRSA
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A gripping and cut throat business affair was 
completed on Wednesday 5th July. Students 
worked with mentors from Morgan Stanley 

where they became their own entrepreneurs 
and constructed a business plan centered around 
sustainability. Honing in on all the business skills 
required to become successful business owners, they 
had to pitch their business plan to the fiery Dragons, 
who scrutinised every inch of their plan to ensure they 
crowned the true deserving winner! Congratulations 
to everyone who took part, the business world will 
be taken by storm in your future!

"During the final our team showcase exceptional 
listening skills, effective teamwork and we presented 
a brilliant presentation. By actively listening we were 
able to collaborate seamlessly and make informed 
decisions. This allowed us to successfully navigate 
challenges, leverage our collective strengths, and 
ultimately achieve outstanding results."
Mmbondo  7F

"Under pressure and nervous  is how I would 
describe how I felt while standing in front of the 
Dragons Mr Knox Headteacher, Mr Magurie and the 
two online Dragons from Morgan Stanley. It felt like 
a heavy weight was lifted off of my chest after my 
team's pitch.

After all the presentation, I asked about the trading 
floor which looked amazing as it had monitors over 
monitor over monitors stacked and there were so 
many screens on sight i lost count.

I just want to thank all the staff again that helped 
with this project as it was really helpful for my skills 
and improving my work. Thank you"
Harjinder 7A

It was very challenging to convince the Dragons to 
invest in our businesses”
Mangat 7B

"I thoroughly enjoyed listening to all the 
children present their ideas so passionately and 
professionally and it was clear that they had put 
a lot of thought, preparation and hard work into 
the vision for their businesses. They certainly had 
set themselves ambitious targets. I particularly 
enjoyed seeing how the children interacted with 
each other in their teams, showcasing their own 
personal skills whilst coming together to deliver a 
unified presentation. They kept me on my toes too 
with engaging questions via Zoom for me whilst I 
was sitting on the trading floor in London. It was 
an absolute privilege to be involved in this fantastic 
initiative as a dragon!" Jenny, Online Dragon

10
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This year we have introduced Afternoon Tea as 
part of our transition process. Parents/ carers 
and our new Holyhead students were invited 

into sessions to meet their Form Tutor, Vice Principal 
and Head of School.  We had some wonderful sweet 
treats provided by our amazing Holyhead catering 
team and drinks were served by our fantastic 
Transition Ambassadors. Overall parents/carers 
gave some wonderful feedback, we began to build 
those special relationships we hope to see flourish 
throughout their child’s time with us at Holyhead

Mrs N Marnell

Student Ambassador

 "My experience of helping parents at coffee 
meetings was amazing.  I just cannot explain how 
fabulous my experience was because there are SO 
many words to  describe. I can't thank the teachers 
enough who introduced me to this unique role/
opportunity. I  love helping people because it just 
kind of makes this world a happier place. I learned 
so many things in those few days. It helped build my 
confidence more and create a connection with many 
more other people. I got to know many parents and 
their feelings about how they feel about holyhead. I 
just can't count how many parents I met and some 
were people that I NEVER met before but at the end 
of the day they said me bye in a very beautiful and 
sweet smile. I just wish I could help people and see 
their beautiful smiles forever because it just makes 
my day." Gaganpreet 7D

Year 6 Transition
Afternoon Tea

Holyhead was honoured to be asked to partake 
in the celebrations of the 75th Anniversary of 
the arrival of the HMT Empire Windrush. The 

event took place in centenary square, with a flag 
raising ceremony to honour the history that is so 
important within our community. We are incredibly 
proud of Harjinder, Mobashar and Mangat for 
reading out the poem, it was heartfelt and touching. 
Beautifully done!

Mrs A Mistry
Central Community Strategy Lead

“It was an amazing experience meeting people 
and celebrating Windrush Day and reading the 
Poem Can One Person Really Make a Difference.  
Special thanks to Horace Barnes for hosting 
the wonderful event and all the people who 
contributed to when Britain was in need.” 

Mobashar 9F
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“Design a new a new soft drink”

Students in Business studies were challenged 
to create a new drink, covering all aspects of 
branding, marketing, price, coming up with 

a slogan and the taste. They were inspired by Levi 
Roots and his Dragon’s Den Pitch for Reggae Reggae 
sauce.

“We had the 
chance to use our 

marketing skills and we 
really enjoyed presenting 

our pitch” 
Maesha 10B and 

Sumaya 10B

"We had 
to think carefully 

about our target market 
and the pricing strategy 
used to ensure we made 

maximum sales" 
Yaqin 12G

“Everything 
worked efficiently 

when we worked as a 
team” 

Jaskaranpal 10D, Hamza 
10D, Rafael 10H

“I learnt the 
importance of 

of scarce resources 
and not wasting 

materials” 
Arif 10E

You have been stranded with your class on an 
island. With no hope of immediate rescue, your 
initial objective is SURVIVAL – each of you must 

therefore produce one of each item to satisfy your 
basic needs of food/ shelter/clothing – if you fail you 
WILL perish.

The challenge gave students the opportunity to 
experience key concepts of:
• Scarcity (which introduces choice and opportunity 
cost)
• Factors of Production – land, labour, capital and 
enterprise
• Basic economic problem of unlimited wants and 
finite resources
• Specialisation / Division of Labour
• Trade and Exchange

Business Enrichment

Economics Enrichment

“It gave us 
a chance to be 

creative, inspired and 
explore new ideas” 
Arshpinder 10H and 

Monica 10B
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Aspire to Aston University 
programme

This programme aims to raise aspirations and 
normalise the ideas of going into Higher 
Education, encouraging students to start thinking 

about their future goals as well as helping them build 
up skills, such as communication, teamwork, and 
leadership - which will support them in their school 
careers and beyond. 

The introductory 
session followed 
a Trip on Tuesday 
11th July 2023 to 
Aston University 
for the 30-40 
students in Year 
8 where they were given the opportunity to tour 
the campus as well as take part in workshops which 
would broaden their minds about university life and 
meet the university ambassadors. This programme 
will be ongoing throughout the students' school life 
until Year 11. 

Ernst & Young

Year 12 students were given the opportunity to 
work with Ernst & Young where they were able 
to use employability skills and present to the 

employees at Ernst & Young on Tuesday 13th June 
2023.

"The Ernst & Young programme was a wonderful 
opportunity for us Year 12 Accounting Students. It 
gave us an insight into the real world and a glimpse 
into adulthood and all the costs affiliated with it. Matt 
Wilcox and his colleague came into school weekly to 
talk about important life skills such as presentation 
skills, soft skills and even teamwork.
After these sessions we were invited to visit the Ernst 
& Young Office to present our chosen companies. It 
was a wonderful experience and I am very grateful to 
be given this opportunity." Tanish 12F

Year 12 students took part in a virtual work 
experience during the week of Monday 3rd July 
2023. This ensured that students took part in 

sessions from Barclays Life Skills such as adaptability, 
aiming high, identifying workplace behaviours and 
values and staying positive. As well as using Springpod 
to access virtual work experience where they were 
able to join any company/organisation of their choice. 

Year 10 work experience

On Monday 10th July 2023 as part of Enrichment 
week, Year 10 and Year 12 students were 
invited to visit the careers fair where a number 

of colleges, universities and businesses came together 
to share information about their organisations. 
Allowing our students to broaden their options when 
it comes to courses they’d like to study in the future. 

Year 10 students take part in CV’s and cover letters 
workshops as well as practice for their mock 
interviews.  On Wednesday 12th July the students 
were invited to dress smartly and experience a job 
interview which was led by Holyhead staff and Sixth 
formers.

Unifrog will help students throughout the break 
to access information which will help them 
make the best choices, especially students who 

are a little unsure about their career choices yet. The 
partnership with universities and employers helps 
unifrog support students to be successful. Students 
are able to create their own portfolios which they can 
access with their own logins at any time.

14



A very busy Summer term completing practical 
projects across the year groups in Art and 
Design. 

Year 7 have been looking at cultural masks, creating 
drip glue Maori designs and clay maquettes. 
Year 8 have created poly prints, weaving and geometric 
patterns using different cultures for their inspiration. 
Year 9 completed their drink assessment and started 
‘the shoe’ project. Looking at several different artists 
Michael Craig Martin, Yellena James and Derek Gores 
students made a shoe design in the style of their 
favourite.

We are looking forward to being able to showcase the 
work of Year 11 and 13 in October. The students have 
worked really hard and the displays for the moderator 
were amazing. Due to JCQ rules we can’t share this 
with you until the Autumn edition of the Pulse.

Year 6 Transition Days went really well with the Year 6 
students producing collages on different dog designs. 
We used the work of Michel Keck as inspiration. Year 
6 experienced using layers of coloured magazine 
images and oil pastel monoprints. 

Year 11 spent a lesson creating natural form 
monoprints on a larger scale to see if A level art was 
for them. Beautiful, delicate forms emerged after the 
75 minutes. We welcomed two external students to 
Holyhead. I hope they enjoyed their day and come 
back in September.

Ms Stafford
Subject Lead for Art and Design

Art and Design



Holyhead’s infamous Presentation Evening 
returned on the 27th June and as always it was 
a fantastic demonstration of the diverse skills 

and talents within the school community. The star 
studded event was attended 
by VIPs such as the Lord Mayor 
of Birmingham, Governors and 
local and national Business 
Partners. Awards were 
presented for students who 
had demonstrated outstanding 
contributions to lessons in the 
form of subject awards, as 
well as awards presented for 
enrichment and contributing 
to the school community, 
which are also valued aspects 
that Holyhead holds in high 
regard in order to ensure 
their students' characters are 
developed. 

A huge appreciation goes towards the Creative Arts 
team who have worked tirelessly in order to bring 
together and work with our talented students. 
Performances were given of many varieties, such 
as Drama performances, Bhangra and Bollywood 
Dancing, and showcasing of musical talent.
It was wonderful and nostalgic to be able to welcome 
some former Holyhead students partaking in the 
magical evening. Holyhead would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone in the community 
from parents to students to staff who have supported 
us to put on such a prestigious event.

Mrs A Mistry
Central Community Strategy Lead

“This was one of the best days ever! I was able to 
meet new people and get back to singing like I used 
to in primary school.I never would have thought that 
i would have been there. Not only did I perform , I 
also received an award which I was very proud of 
since I was being recognized for my excellence.This 
shows that you do get rewarded for your hard work.” 
Mangat 7B

"We were so impressed with Holyhead’s Presentation 
Evening. It was a fantastic display of the talent, 
creativity and confidence as well as the academic 
prowess of Holyhead’s students. The culmination of 
the dedication and support of Holyhead’s teachers 
and staff throughout the past year was also clear to 
see that evening

Congratulations and thank you so much for a 
wonderful evening!" Stephanie Mitchell - Executive 
Director, Morgan Stanley
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Summer term within Creative Arts has been huge. 
With the return of the annual Presentation 
Evening during June, students and staff at 

Holyhead have worked tirelessly 
The creative arts team has always strived to empower 
our students, encouraging them to be proud of their 
unique identities and confident in expressing their 
truth. This commitment was truly evident in the 
Presentation Evening that took place at the prestigious 
Town Hall.  
The biggest congratulations goes to our students. 
We acknowledge the courage it takes to put oneself 
in a vulnerable situation, whether it's following their 
passions or trying something entirely new. We are 
immensely proud of each and every one of them.

The atmosphere was electric, and every performer 
involved did a fantastic job.

Drama

A large number of year 7’s quickly took to the idea 
of performing on a large stage to an audience 
of well over 500 people!  KS3 students worked 

on a devised play titled ‘What are they like’. The play 
looked at generational differences, and how society 
has an impact on people's attitudes towards life.
Students worked hard to perform their key messages 
and to bring some humour to the stage!

Music

Our music performances began with Holyhead 
Singers welcoming audience members into 
the venue. They performed songs such 

as; People pleaser, Count on me and Titanium, all 
accompanied by our amazing Gospel Choir leader JJ. 
Our students sang with passion and charisma, which 
gave the audience a taste of what was to come! We 
also had Alyssa performing on her Violin for the 
VIP guests prior to the performance starting. After 
this,  we had Sitar and Tabla performers welcoming 
the audience into the auditorium playing some 
beautiful Indian Classical Music. The night had then 
begun, where we had performances from our year 
11 bands, African Djembe group, Steel Pans, Dhol 
and Violin players, as well as a guest visit from our 
Alumni student performing “I am not your hair” as a 
band! Each performance showcased so much talent! 
A huge congratulations to all involved, and a massive 
thank you to our visiting teachers for their support 
on this occasion too. We are so proud of all you have 
achieved!

"Having the opportunity to be at presentation evening 
was amazing and it was a amazing experience as well 
not forgetting choir . choir was amazing because i got 
to sing at the front of the town hall building as guests 
arrived" Aaliyah 7G



KS4 

Year 10 Btec Performing Arts students performed 
a piece about the day in the life of a hairdresser, 
they presented the message that hair does 

not represent you or who you are and showed the 
differences between how hairdressing is shown on 
the internet versus how it really is. 

“It was a very great experience to be performing on 
stage, it really made me want to do it again, and to be 
performing in such a professional space.” Inayaha 10E 

“I really enjoyed my experience as it was really nerve 
racking but I was able to get over my fear once I got 
on stage and I'm proud to say I want to do it again.” 
Skye 10C

Dance

The Lunch time dance group teamed up with other 
students, who worked together to work on a 
choreographed piece led by the Eloquent Dance 

group. Students worked hard to put a performance 
together in less than 3 weeks. The dance was to a 
mash up of songs by Stormzy, Sean Paul and ‘Wonder’ 
by Shawn Mendes and I think we can all agree that it 
was performance that was something to talk about . 

"This was an amazing and fun experience that I would 
like to do again. I performed at Town Hall. I  first 
sang in the choir while everyone was coming in. I felt 
nervous at first but I got over it in the end. Later in 
the evening,  I was part of the dance group. We were 
brilliant! Everyone was cheering and I felt very proud 
of us all. Thanks to  the teachers for putting me in." 
Tiana 7G

Bollywood and Dhol

During rehearsals, we felt quite ready and 
prepared but during our stage rehearsal the 
nerves really kicked in. It was completely 

different to be rehearsing on that stage with the 
lighting hitting our faces and the sound blasting out 
the speakers. In the end, everything came together 
and it was just so surreal and the experience is one 
I'll never forget. Dancing alongside the dhol players 
was so amazing and so chaotic but the chaos is what 
makes it so much better. Taaranjot 12E

"At first it was nerve racking but at the end when 
the piece came all together we were shocked at 
the outcome. We was very anxious when we were 
performing but at the end when we performed we 
was happy and delighted to see everyone cheering 
and to get loads of feedback afterwards.  We will 
definitely be doing  presentation evening  next year." 
Tanisha 8B, Tiara 8B, Miliah 8B and Ramone 8B
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This term we invited Bones to share his experience 
into the world of literacy. Bones delivered the 
workshop over two lessons and worked with 50 

Year 7 students.

The workshop consisted of Bones reciting his poetry 
and the students were fully engaged as he rapped his 
lyrics.

During the talk Bones got the students to think deeply 
and question things that occur in their everyday lives 
by using his own life as an example. He talked about 
having a materialistic lifestyle with designer trainers, 
designer clothes and fast cars. 

Bones decided to change his ways when he received 
news of losing his sister, which made him change his 
ways and return to education to better himself.

His lyrics are based around empowering and inspiring 
young minds. He focused on what the students values 
were, self-belief, caring for yourself and on never giving 
up no matter what you are told.  #maketherightchoice

The workshop was powerful and had a very strong 
message of the importance of making the right choice 
in life.

Miss Noble
Librarian

8 brilliant Year 10 mathematicians attended 
a Maths fest event held at King Edward 
Aston school.  They competed against other 

Birmingham schools on friendly but difficult math 
puzzles and tasks.  All of the students performed to 
the best of their ability.

The following students attended the challenge and I 
am immensely proud of them: 

Congratulations goes to 

Harish, Jaskaran, Naomi, Nazreen, Ibrahim, 
Vishmanath, Rayhaanand & Amman.

Ms J Lloyd
Assistant Director of learning - Maths

BONES - Author visit
“This experience was very interesting and 

inspiring. Bones talked about his teenage years and 
how hard he worked to overcome his troubles. He 
also talked to us about exploring who we truly are.” 

Tiana 7G

“Bones was a very inspiring person. He showed 
us how people can change if they really want to, 
and how you shouldn't always listen to what other 
people say.This was a once in a lifetime experience 
for me because it helped me find out what I most 
perceive when I ever do anything.It also helped me 
find what I most value." Mangat  7B

 
"How did the author inspire me? It was when he 

said don't do things for other people do it for yourself 
which inspired me to do my work for me and not for 
others or pear pressure." Aaliyah 7G

Maths Fest



Aston Schools Rounders

This term, Holyhead hosted the Aston School’s 
Rounders Tournaments. These competitions 
were very well attended by local secondary 

schools. The Year 10 tournament was first, and 
Holyhead finished in 1st place. This team has been 
devoted to improving their ability by attending clubs 
every week. Excellent effort from all girls involved.

The Year 9 competition was next, and the girls finished 
in fourth place, just narrowly missing out on 3rd! 

Year 8 students finished in 3rd position after a tough 
battle with Hamstead Hall.

Our Year 7 team finished in third place, and considering 
that most of them had never played rounders before, 
they played really well, and battled hard against the 
other schools to earn their bronze medal.

Well done to all the girls who took part in the 
tournaments. There were some fantastic skills,and 
tactical knowledge demonstrated, and you all worked 
exceptionally as part of a team.   
Mrs Gill

Primary Athletics

Holyhead hosted our annual primary athletics 
competition on Tuesday 13th June. Rookery 
Primary and Oasis Boulton Academy battled it 

out in a range of athletic events such as the javelin, 
long jump, shot put, 80m, 200m, Relay and Tug of War.  
Oasis Boulton fought hard, and were successful in 
the field events, however Rookery were outstanding 
in the track events which led to an overall win for 
them.  Rookery progressed to the next level of the City 
Games.
A special thanks to the Year 12 Sports students who 
supported the competition by running the field events.

Tennis Leaders Course  

Ten of our Year 9 & 10 students were invited to 
take part in an LTA Tennis Leaders Course, which 
was held at the King Edwards Aston Playing 

Fields. This was a fantastic course and an excellent 
opportunity for our students to gain a qualification 
in tennis. Students took part in a range of activities 
which showed students how to break down and teach 
a range of tennis skills to younger students.  Our 
students had an amazing time on the course, and will 
now coach some of our younger students and some 
tennis to our local primary schools also.

Blackwell Adventure Residential

29 Year 7 students went on a 3 day residential 
to Blackwell Adventure centre in Bromsgrove 
on the 3rd July.  Students had an amazing 

time and took part in a wide range of outdoor and 
adventurous activities.  Students stayed in glamping 
tents and worked in groups to develop skills such 
as communication, teamwork, cooperation and 
resilience. They took part in activities such as 3G 
Swing, Zipwiring, High Ropes, Orienteering, Archery, 
Swimming, Tree top walk, climbing, Laser Tag Rockets 
and Giant’s Ladder.  A particular highlight was 
marshmallows by the campfire.
The residential was extremely successful and another 
residential will run for Year 7 students in July 2024.

“Blackwell adventure was an amazing experience 
and the activities were great fun. The activities were 
adventurous, scary and exciting but in the end I was so 
glad I went and I had a brilliant time. I would definitely 
recommend it!" Sienna 7G

PE Sports Report
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Holyhead’s annual sports day began with Year 9. 
The weather was fantastic and the atmosphere 
was amazing. 

The day began with the 80m sprint event, where 
Aaliyah 9B and Khiyana 9G were neck and neck for first 
place, with Aaliyah just nicking it by 400 hundredths 
of a second.

Kiere 9D won it for the boys

Other wins include Santiago 9E in the 200m
Kaleb 9C won the Discus, throwing an impressive 
19.9m. 

New school records were broken by Khadija 9G - 
throwing a huge 16.1m in the Javelin. 
Tevon 9B  who threw 21.8 in the Javelin
Syed 9B who won the 800m in 2.49secs.  

Year 7 was up next for the first ever Sports day at 
Holyhead. The sun was still shining and the air was 
filled with excitement. 

Aisha 7H and Isatou 7H smashed the 80m for Oswestry, 
with Hajara 7C making a new school record of 32,06 
in the 200m. 

Zemirah 7A had several successes in the field events, 
gaining the new school record in Javelin throwing 
16.1m, the 800m where she also made a new school 
record of 3.30.89mins; and finishing 2nd in the Shot 
putt. She also won silver in the 200m. 

New school records for Shot putt 
Gaganpreet 7D -  6.4m 
Troy 7B  -  9.5m
New school records
Ali 7C - 2.57.32mins - 800m
Dat 7G -  10.62s 80m

The Year 8 - There were some great performances 
from:

Zainan 8E winning the 80m
Tamia 8G who won the 200m. 
Tianna 8H  finished 2nd in the 80m and in the 200m.
Akylon 8A had a great win in the 200m and the 800m, 
and Ovidiu 8F  broke the school record for the Javelin, 
throwing an impressive 20.5m. 
Ovidiu 8F also won the Shot putt and the Discus. 

Sports day concluded with the Year 10s.  This was their 
last sports day at Holyhead and some students were 
keen to enjoy their last one. 

Carlista 10F was outstanding in the 200m and in the 
800m, 
Amirah 10G had a convincing win in the 80m.
Aramatouile 10B stole the show with her amazing 
performances in the field events, where she won the 
shot, discus and Javelin - and even got a new school 
record of 18.6m in the Javelin.
Malachi 10A blew the competition away when he 
smashed the 80m in 10.03s, & Henry 10A displayed 
great character to win the 200m.
Navdeep 10H displayed an excellent performance to 
win the 800m in 2.57mins.
Keyon 10G excelled in the field events where he got 
a new school record of 12.6m in the Shot putt, and 
25.7m in the Javelin. 

The results overall were:

Superb effort and a Huge Well done to everyone who 
took part supported the sports day.

Mrs C Gill
Director of learning -  Health & Wellbeing
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Boys’ PE

The first ever HOLYHEAD SKI TRIP has been 
launched in the summer term. The plan is to go 
to Piancavallo in Italy for 7 days where it will be 

truly an amazing week away and a once in a lifetime 
experience for students. Only 42 spaces are on offer 
to students in years 7/8/9 and there are less than 10 
remaining as we go into the summer holidays. 

For more information, please feel free to contact 
Mrs Prentice or Mr Goodison who will be more than 
willing to help you!

‘OOOOOUUUUTTTT!!’ 
Cricket club has been fantastic during the Summer 
term, being widely attended by many students 
in 7-12. All those attending, have shown a great 
attitude towards learning new skills, developing their 
knowledge of the game! Whilst we have not had 
any fixtures against other schools this year, so many 
students have come along and have shown so much 
enthusiasm for the sport that next year (23/24) we 
may even have enough players for a KS3 and a KS4 
team!!

With the recent fantastic weather, the Tennis club 
has been very well populated. Students have enjoyed 
learning the technical skills and rules of tennis, and 
being able to then apply these in competitive matches 
with their peers. Mr Prentice has been impressed by 
the development of confidence in students and is 
considering offering an enrichment opportunity with 
a day trip to Wimbledon next year #WatchThisSpace

Thank you to all those who helped raise nearly 

£140 by taking part in the annual Holyhead 
Soccer Aid charity tournament, there were 96 

students who attended from year 7-10 and it was a 
fantastic evening with some great footballing skills on 
show. Alongside this we had Prentice Penalties which 
saw Haris in 7C win, scoring 7/9 (Mr Prentice must 
have had the sun in his eyes).  All proceeds go towards 
the UNICEF foundation, a truly worthy cause! 

‘CHAMPIONIES, CHAMPIONIES, OLEH OLEH OLEHHH!! 
That's right, our U14 Boys Football team were crowned 
winners of the Aston, Erdington Division 2 this year. 
Well done! To all of those who have been consistently 
coming to training throughout the year in all sorts of 
weather, playing in fixtures and really being a credit 
to the school - your hard work has paid off!! We 
look forward to watching you defend your title next 
season! 

Well done to our U12 Boys Football team who 
finished third in their league, missing out on first 
place by 1 point! What a great start to your Holyhead 
Football journey, keep working hard as we are going 
from playing 9 a-side to 11 next season!

The football team

In year 7 I was chosen to represent Holyhead as 
the football team goalkeeper. The season has 
now concluded and I will be writing about the 
achievements that me and my team have worked very 
hard for. Before any games were played, everyone 
could try out by coming to football club on a Monday 
after school. Around 60 people arrived and only 12 
could be chosen to play so everyone had to try their 
best. The season taught me many things. It taught me 
how to deal with loss and how to celebrate victory. I 
made many friends along the way and lots of positive 
relationships were formed with all my teammates. 
I am still friends with all of them and without this 
opportunity I would've never experienced anything 
like this. 

Oliver 7G
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On Wednesday 3rd May we had the privilege of 
hosting a distinguished visitor from Bletchley 
Park, the historic site renowned for its 

code-breaking efforts during World War II. The 
guest speaker conducted an array of engaging 
workshops for students in years 9, 10, and 12, 
covering the rich history of Bletchley Park, 
the importance of cybersecurity, and its future. 
Moreover, the visitor's invaluable insights on entering 
the cybersecurity profession through apprenticeships 
and degrees provided Holyhead students with a clear 
roadmap to follow their career aspirations.

Unveiling the Legacy of Bletchley Park:
The workshops commenced with an exploration of the 
captivating history of Bletchley Park. Students were 
transported back in time to the crucial role it played 
in decoding the Enigma machine and deciphering 
encrypted messages during World War II. The visitor's 
interactive sessions allowed students to comprehend 
the immense challenges faced by the codebreakers 
and appreciate the incredible intelligence and 
perseverance that led to their success.

Understanding the Significance of Cybersecurity:
Transitioning from the past to the present, the 
workshops shed light on the paramount importance 
of cybersecurity in our digital age. Students were 
introduced to the widespread prevalence of 
cyber threats and the potential consequences of 
data breaches. They learned about the critical 
role cybersecurity plays in safeguarding personal 
information, digital assets, and national security.
The visitor engaged students in discussions on topics 
such as data encryption, network security, and ethical 
considerations within the cybersecurity field. Students 
were encouraged to think critically, analyse real-world 
scenarios, and explore the multifaceted aspects of 
cybersecurity practices.

The Future of Cybersecurity:
The workshops concluded with an emphasis on the 
future of cybersecurity. The visitor discussed emerging 
technologies, such as artificial intelligence (AI), 
quantum computing, and the Internet of Everything 
(IoE), and their implications for the field. Students were 
encouraged to envision themselves at the forefront 
of cybersecurity advancements, securing our digital 
world against evolving threats.

Inspiring a New Generation:
The visit from Bletchley Park's representative proved 
to be an inspiring and transformative experience for 
Holyhead School students. The workshops deepened 
their understanding of the history, significance, 
and future prospects of cybersecurity. Moreover, 
the visitor's insights on entering the cybersecurity 
profession through apprenticeships and degrees 
resonated strongly with students aspiring to pursue 
careers in this exciting field.
The workshops sparked a renewed enthusiasm 
among students, empowering them to take charge of 
their educational journeys and consider the diverse 
opportunities available in the cybersecurity industry. 
Holyhead School is proud to have facilitated this 
enlightening experience and will continue to nurture 
students' interest in cybersecurity. By equipping them 
with the knowledge, skills, and resources they need, 
Holyhead School aims to empower the next generation 
of cybersecurity professionals who will shape a secure 
digital future.

Mr B Dhaled
Teacher of Computer science subject lead KS5

"Learning about the 
history of Bletchley Park 

and the incredible code-
breaking efforts was mind-
blowing. It made me realise the 
importance of cybersecurity 

in today's world."
Ryhan, 12

"The workshops on 
cybersecurity gave me a 

glimpse into the challenges and 
opportunities in the field. The 
visitor's insights on apprenticeships 
and degrees helped me chart my 

path towards a cybersecurity 
career." Yaqin, 12

CYB E R S ECUR I T Y
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If you have any problems with ParentPay or need to register please email 
parentpay@holyheadschool.org.uk 

or 
contact the school on 0121 523 1960

Have you logged into 
Arbor &

Parent Pay

If you have not successfully logged into Arbor please email 
arbor-support@holyheadschool.org.uk 

stating the following:

- Your child’s full name and form
- Child’s date of birth

- Parent/carers own name
- Your relationship to the child



This term we said goodbye to our Year 13’s as 
they take their next step in their journey of life. 
There was a mixture of anxiety, happiness and 

sadness as they started to say goodbye and return 
their belongings. For many of them Holyhead has been 
their home for seven years and has played a big part 
in their development. Our attention has now switched 
to the Year 12’s with internal assessments happening 
to determine whether they are ready to take on the 
challenges of next year. In the next few weeks students 
will need to make some difficult choices about what 
they plan to do next year. We wish them the best of luck 
in their assessments and hope that the preparation 
that we have done with them gives them the best 
possible platform to succeed at the end of next year.

The Leavers Assembly

The Sixth Form staff and student council thought 
it was only right that we have a big send off and 
spend the money that we have been rigorously 

raising since the start of the year. The buffet was a huge 
hit with the students who enjoyed the various foods 
from around the world. After that the leavers assembly, 
Mr Mills offered his advice on life and concluded with 
awards. Finally the students got to see a very special 
video that showcased what they had been doing since 
they arrived here on their Year 6 taster day all the way 
up to the end of Year 13.

The event finished with ice cream and the magic 
mirror which gave students a special memento to take 
away with them. It was a wonderful afternoon and the 
perfect way to sign off. I wish them the best of luck in 
their future.

Despite officially 
breaking up the 
Friday before 65 of 

the Year 13 students decided that 
they wanted to spend one more day enjoying 
the benefits of Holyhead Sixth Form. The £14 tickets 
were quickly snapped up and students set out for the 
Staffordshire theme park. Despite an extended journey 
there they managed to get on the rides and some even 
won some Pokemon teddies. Despite the day ending 
in a rain storm everyone managed to get back safely.

New Year 12 Induction Days

We welcomed our new Year 12s into school on 
Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th July for a two 
day induction. It gave both staff and students 

a chance to meet each other in new surroundings and 
to experience some subjects that they have never 
studied before. After an introduction to Sixth Form 
students were straight into lessons. In the afternoon 
of the first day an escape room style challenge had 
been created to test the problem solving abilities of 
the students. The first group to solve all the clues and 
work out the combination would be able to open the 
‘Rainbow Treasure’. We had one winner who managed 
to complete the challenges in a record 40 minutes.

Day 2, saw the students continue their lesson 
experiences and it finished with a Unifrog session 
looking at the next steps after they finish sixth form 
in two years time. Students left happy and were 
presented with a one of a kind special bag full with 
exclusive Sixth Form merchandise as they departed for 
the day.
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Year 12 Work Experience Week

Starting the 3rd of July, the Year 12’s had the 
opportunity to think about what it would be 
like to go into the world of work in their chosen 

industry. While some of our students managed to 
secure face to face work experience, most had the 
opportunity to do virtual work experience. Along with 
this we had representatives from Barclays who did 
some ‘Life Skills’ with our students. Workshops such as 
Staying Positive, Aiming High, Workplace Behaviours 
and Values and Adaptability were completed by the 
students. In addition to this the week allowed us to 
look at CV, cover letter and personal statement writing. 
The week concluded with all students having the 
opportunity to take part in a mock formal job interview. 
The interviewers were local successful business people 
who were able to give our students feedback on how 
to conduct themselves during this process. We are 
hoping that some of them impressed them so much 
that they could even get some employment in the 
future.

UCAS Higher Education Convention at 
the NEC

The current Year 12s attended the UCAS Higher 
Education Convention at the NEC on Monday 26th 
June. Coaches departed Holyhead mid morning 

and the students spent two hours visiting the various 
exhibits. There were universities and apprenticeships 
stationed all over the NEC and it gave our students a 
second opportunity, following on from the Edgbaston 
UK Universities Fair, to get the information they need 
for the next steps. It was great to see former sixth 
form student Omar at the PWC stands offering advice 
to the next generation. The event allowed us to help 
develop the students' independence and to get them 
to talk to experts outside of Holyhead who may, in the 
future, help them to achieve their goals. The students 
returned to Holyhead with a number of freebies and 
many have already started to look at how to apply 
through Unifrog.

Year 12 Wellbeing Day

At Holyhead sixth form, we take mental health 
and wellbeing seriously. Our students are 
taught about the importance of wellbeing and 

taking care of one's mental health through the tutor 
programme. Our students also have regular access to 
our Student Engagement Officer, Mrs S Rashid if they 
ever need a chat or need some support/advice.

On Tuesday 11th July, the sixth form team organised a 
range of wellbeing activities for our students to choose 
from.The day started off with breakfast in the Library 
followed by wellbeing activities. The activities included 
boxing, cricket, rounders, badminton, mehndi, arts 
& crafts, yoga and much more. As you can see from 
the pictures, our students had a lot of fun and the 
feedback was very  positive. We finished off the day 
with inflatables as seen in the pictures - this created 
moments of joy and happiness. We finished off the 
day with some ice cream, because who doesn't like ice 
cream? 27



Think Tank

The science team took year 8 students to the 
Thinktank during enrichment week. Students 
had the opportunity to explore the museum and 

step inside the planetarium. Throughout the museum 
tour, students explored the diversity of life on earth, 
feats of mechanical engineering and climate change. In 
the Planetarium students had an immersive cinematic 
experience exploring the night sky and getting up close 
to the planets in our solar system. Students really 
enjoyed being able to have a hands-on approach to 
their learning, and were surprised with all the science 
that originates from right outside their front door. 

Oxford University

This term students from year 12 visited Oxford 
University, to get first-hand experience of what 
life is like when studying at one of the top 

universities in the world. During the day students had 
a tour of Lady Margaret Hall, had an opportunity to 
speak with current students of the university, a walk 
around the city and visited the museum. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the visit, gaining a valuable insight 
not only into the courses they could potentially study, 
but the process and stages of applying to Oxbridge. 
Students proudly represented Holyhead School and 
were fantastic ambassadors for us.

Enrichment week

As part of our science curriculum we wanted 
to enhance our students' experience in the 
classroom, whilst challenging them. Students 

took part in two projects, the electric maze and the egg 
drop. The electric maze was a twist on the fairground 
classic buzz game, in which students had to apply 
their knowledge on current, conductors, and energy. 
Students were challenged to create a creative maze, 
and challenge other students to complete them. The 
mazes consisted of literal twists and turns, as well as 
challenges such as collecting keys or falling through 
trap doors. For the egg drop project students were 
challenged to protect their egg from breaking, from 
a height of 20 feet. Students needed to apply their 
knowledge of forces and work scientifically to produce 
a parachute and basket which would save their egg. 
Students produced some very imaginative parachute 
designs and really showed their amazing team work 
and resilience. Students thoroughly enjoyed getting 
involved in these activities and were able to build their 
character, and develop new interests and passions.

Alton Towers

During enrichment week students from year 
10 and 11 had the opportunity to explore the 
science of roller coasters at Alton Towers theme 

park. Students were able to experience massive 
g-forces whilst swirling on The Smiler, feel the rapid 
acceleration on Rita and take on gravity whilst 
falling 180 feet on Oblivion. On top of this students 
had the opportunity to explore how these feats of 
engineering were masterminded, and look at potential 
opportunities for them to be involved in this industry. 
From these experiences students were not only able to 
apply what they have been learning in the classroom, 
but were able to overcome their fears and build their 
confidence. The trip on the whole was an exciting and 
rewarding experience for all, and the students were 
great ambassadors for the school. A special thank you 
to Mr Evanson, Mr Parmar, Ms Paul and Mr Goodison 
for their support on this visit
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Summer Awards

During this term Saima 10E, Ameerah 10G 
and Harman 10A were awarded for their 
achievements in science. These students have 

shown their commitment to learning through their hard 
effort and excellence in science, which has resulted in 
them achieving amazing results in their assessments. 
We as a department would like to congratulate these 
students, and moving forward want them to continue 
their successes in science.

Mr Mohr
Director of Learning - Science
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It was a one of a kind experience. I am very passionate 
about law and its effect on people so this trip was a 
pretty good idea. We explored the different prison cells 

from the 1400’s and solved a real life case from the 1800’s 
in a working court. This court was full of atmospheric 
tension and offense. Fun facts and punishments that 
were most certainly very real such as the fact that you, 
as a prisoner, had to pay to get out of prison. We saw the 
different punishment methods used back in the olden days 
and some were very brutal! The conditions were brutal 
showing how the prisoners were to adjust the state of the 
cells for their crimes

Though I am not someone that chose the career path 
involving law, I definitely enjoy it as a habit and this was 
very fascinating. Many people, that are striving to become 
future lawyers, have come on this trip to get an outlook of 
the things they would have to learn about such as crime 
and punishment. It also gave me a better understanding 
of the real life events that occurred back in the victorian 
times and even ling before!

The trip mainly consisted of the Victorian ages consisting 
of mainly the prison and justice system of the time such 
as unfair democratic system. Though it was a long tour, it 
was very enjoyable as we looked through the history of 
England as a whole. 

Nusaifa 9B



HAPPY, SAFE SUMMER – REMINDER FROM WEST MIDLANDS POLICE

The summer holiday is fast approaching, it is important our students are reminded of what we, as a school community, 
expect of them in terms of behaviour while they are enjoying socialising with friends and family during the break.  We also 
want to ensure they feel confident to keep themselves safe and away from crime and anti-social behaviour.

Parents/carers and students should already be aware that as part of our safeguarding arrangements, the school has a two-
way information sharing agreement in place with West Midlands Police, and we are active members of the local Police 
& Schools Panel.  This joint approach helps us to intervene early to prevent and reduce crime and anti-social behaviour 
involving our students and provide support and up-to-date safety messages.

In partnership with the police, we would like to provide some reminders about the following:

Personal Safety:
•	 Be aware of your surroundings, take care of friends and family members and keep valuables such as phones out of 

public view whenever possible.
•	 Don’t drink alcohol, take illegal drugs or unknown substances; they can have a big impact on your health and safety, 

behaviour and your ability to do well at school and enjoy other interests and activities. They can also be addictive and 
have unpredictable side effects, including sudden death! Information is available at www.talktofrank.com

Swimming in rivers/reservoirs: Reservoirs may look inviting, especially on a hot day, but they are extremely dangerous 
places to swim.  If you jump in, you may not be able to get out as the sides are very steep; the water never gets above 
11 degrees, and this will affect your ability to breathe and to move. Rivers and reservoirs may be deeper than you think. 
Safety information is available here: Float To Live – What To Do In An Emergency – RNLI

Social Media: Don’t allow your use of social media to put you at risk of grooming, exploitation or regret in future.  Use 
social media positively and avoid being negative about anyone online as comments/actions may be traced back to you 
and you will be held accountable.

Weapons in public places: Carrying a knife or other weapon will get you a criminal record which can have life-long effects 
on travel and job prospects.  Those who carry knives are also much more likely to be injured by them. Don’t take BB Guns, 
Gel Blasters/Guns, or any other real looking toy guns into public spaces as these can cause alarm to the public - which 
could receive a Police Firearms response.

Anti-social behaviour: Think about your actions towards others; a little thought & respect goes a long way.

Off-road bikes: These can only be ridden on private land with the landowner’s permission. Don’t risk your life and future 
prospects by illegally riding these on the road.

E-Scooters: In the UK, you must be at least 18 years old and hold a provisional or full driving licence to ride or hire an e- 
scooter. A privately owned e-scooter can only be used in a private place with the landowner’s permission; they are illegal 
to use on a road or in a public place.

Remember the company you keep: If your friend breaks the law, you may also be held responsible for that crime – even 
if you weren’t the one directly responsible.

If a student is in a position where they need help, they should talk to an adult they trust. During the school holidays 
students can continue to contact the school using the Holyhead Helpline which is available through the Student Portal.  
Crimes can be reported directly to the police via 101; alternatively you can contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555 111 or via www.crimestoppers-uk.org. If a crime is taking place or a life is in danger, call 999 immediately.

We wish everyone a happy and safe summer.

Richard North
Chief Superintendent
Birmingham Local Policing Area

Dave Knox
Head of School
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Online Safety across CRST schools

As we draw to the end of another busy academic year, we write to inform you of an exciting opportunity the 
Central Region Schools Trust has to work with West Mercia Police. The aim of the partnership will be to educate 
parents/carers and pupils of the increasing risks the digital world presents and how parents/carers and pupils 
can take simple steps to keep themselves (both adults and children) safe online.  
Members of Central Region Schools Trust staff recently attended a fascinating Online Safety conference hosted 
by West Mercia Police. The conference covered issues such as:
•	 Fraud
•	 Risks associated with Cryptocurrency
•	 Ransomware
•	 Social Media Hacking, Phishing and Sextortion
•	 Cyber Protection
•	 Online Child Sexual Exploitation

Our aim now is to share as much of the information learned on this day with our school communities. To this 
end, we are planning in partnership with West Mercia Police to host an Online Safety Conference for parents 
and carers in the Autumn Term of 2023. Details of the conference will be confirmed in the new academic year.

“Every day we are seeing children coming to harm because of their online activity and it’s a growing problem. 
I believe there is an urgent need to help parents better understand the risks. I’m really pleased to be working 
with the Central Region Schools Trust to address this”.
					     				    DCI Tony Garner, West Mercia Police

In the meantime, with the Summer Holiday approaching we are aware that some pupils will be spending more 
time online and therefore we would like to signpost you to some useful information about keeping safe online. 
Please see the links below.

https://www.vodafone.co.uk/cs/groups/public/documents/document/vodafone_digital_parenting.pdf

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If you are concerned about something that you see online, or about an online safety incident you can seek 
advice from the NSPCC using help@nspcc.org.uk or calling 0808 800 5000. If you think a child is in immediate 
danger, don’t delay, call the Police using 999.

We wish you a fantastic Summer and hope that many of you will be able to join us at our conference in the 
Autumn Term.
Yours sincerely, 
                                                                    
Scott Crane	 						      Detective Chief Inspector Tony Garner
Safeguarding Lead						      West Mercia Police
Central Regions Schools Trust	
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