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contains a fantastic snapshot of the vibrancy of Holyhead; with visits,
major in school events , a wide range of activities from our Faculties and a
hint of competition too!

Q nother term, another exciting edition of the Pulse magazine! This edition

The Pulse magazine does not capture the day-to-day normality of the lessons
and learning that takes place within our walls, it showcases the extra-curricular
- activities and experiences that make school life special and creates lasting
memories for the students who take part in them. This includes our first trip
back into Europe since the pandemic began with the Food visit to France and
Belgium as well as the recognition for our amazing Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke
of Edinburgh Awards students.

From cover to cover you’ll find the energy of the staff and students and the willingness to make the most of our
time and the opportunities that present themselves, something we aspire all of our young people to do. We see
the diversity of our curriculum and enrichment offered through these pages with our student-led Black History
Club headed up by Mobasher in Year 9, a great example of how we want to develop young people as leaders and
engage a love of their subjects beyond the daily lessons.

We begin with the colour and costumes of World Book Day in March, take in the curiosity of a ‘whodunnit’
mystery in our science classrooms during British Science Week, experience careers visits and opportunities
through a range of workshops, and see the competitive spirit not only in the form of PE and sporting events, but
also our annual Spelling Bee event, a real highlight of the school calendar. To which | really want to congratulate
not only our winners in the Spelling Bee, but also everyone involved in the organisation of a fabulous event and
all competitors. The level of difficulty in the words that the students were attempting to spell was extremely
high, to the extent that adults in the audience were seen squirming and struggling!

| hope you enjoy reading more about these experiences, the vast majority of them in the words of the young
people of Holyhead.

Wishing you all a fantastic holiday season whether you are celebrating important religious festivals or not. Ill
leave you on a final note, the courage that it takes to put yourself forward and challenge yourself should never
be underestimated and we look forward to another term of opportunities for the school and the young people
who bring vitality to our communities.

Mr D Knox | Head of School

Mr R Trafford

Executive Principal
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WORLD
BOOK
DAY

ur annual celebration of World Book Day

occurred on Thursday 2nd March and as usual,

Holyhead staff and students made us proud
with their efforts to promote this year’s theme of
Fairytales and Fantasy. From Dumbledore to Legolas,
Snow White to Cinderella’s fairy Godmother; we had
a vast collection of fictional characters that made
teaching a unique experience for the day. As always,
this gives staff and students a great opportunity to
share stories about key characters and experiences
which adds to the magic of the day. This year we even
used it for good and some students took part in the
readathon, raising money for books and author visits
in hospital wards with terminal and long term patient
residence.

World Book Day sat during our termly reading week
which saw the regular arrival of the book fair, as well
as the promotion of reading through competitions
and tutor time. We continue to ‘Teach What Matters’
and believe that reading is an integral skill to enable
our students to reach their full potential within and
beyond the school gates.

Thanks to all those that got involved in any aspect of
the week and World Book Day - I'm already looking
forward to your outfits for next year. /

Ms L Clarke
Vice Principal - Literacy Lead




roles within the law with an emphasis on those

that deal with criminal justice. It developed
knowledge for students in witness interviewing,
investigation and critical analysis.
It also gave an introduction to the legal market
which covered the difference between a solicitor‘-L
and a barrister; routes to qualification (including g=
apprenticeships), the key skills employers are
looking for and careers in the wider sector
including Criminology and Policing. As part of
the workshop students were able to explore true
crime case studies from a legal, criminological and
policing perspective. The session also covered fatal &
non-fatal offences, the effectiveness of punishment
and the introduction of evidence based policing.

This session involved anintroduction into the key

eveloping careers in Business - Nestle
Employability Programme 2023
Year 12 GCE Business students are participating in
the Nestle Employability Mentoring Programme.

The aim of the programme is to work with mentors
from various roles from Nestle. Students have had
the opportunity to be informed and inspired about
the World of Work from industry mentors from
apprenticesto graduates to senior management.

The programme has increased student confidence
around future decision making and career choices.
It has also allowed students to be better equipped
with key employability skills that will support them in

their future career. .

Well done to all the Year 12 students
for taking part in the mentoring and
thank you to the mentors Keisha
and Stephan at Nestle for their time
and effort.

Mrs Sehra and Mrs Alaudeen &

The Universi
LOIW

Law Workshop

incorporating The College of Law

“It was something different and has changed
my perspective on the law industry especially
taking more interest on the apprenticeship side”

Ahmed 12F

“This workshop
was inspiring
as it went
B through the
different areas
of law and the
different career
paths a student can take to become
either a solicitor or a barrister” Ganga 12F

<2\ Nestle

“I feel like it helped my confidence skills and allowed
me to learn the inside workings of Nestle which will
help me when looking for employment in the future.”
Karan Year 12

“The workshops are good
and very informative it has
widened my knowledge about
the hugh product portfolio of ,
Nestle.” Mustapha Year 12

“The sessions are good,
supporting me to be able
to express my abilities and
achievement. | have learnt
how the mentors at Nestle have progressed in their
careers using a variety of skills.”
Anas Year 12

“A Lot ofinformation providedthrough
the workshops and this has opened
my mind about apprenticeships and
more about the workplace.” Abdullah

CS I
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tudents have started a Black History Club to run
Sthroughout the year.

Following the success of the school’s Black History
Month event which took place in October, and
building on topics studied in the classroom, a new
lunchtime club met for the first time in December.
About twenty-five students attended the first
session, where we learned about Queen Nanny of
the Maroons (1686-1733). Nanny led the Windward
Maroon community in Jamaica, and her image can be
seen on the Jamaican $500 note.

In February, forty students attended a workshop led
by Sian Campbell from Legacy West Midlands (based
at Soho House in Handsworth). The workshop was
called ‘Africa- The Baseline to Jamaica’. We learned
about some of the Patois words, aspects of Caribbean
beats and attitude that originated in West Africa.

In March, Dr. Tony Talburt, a lecturer at Birmingham
City University and author of several books about the
Caribbean and Pan-Africanism led a workshop for
sixty Year 9 and 10 students. He told us about many
little-known parts of Black British history, as well
as about his life and books. He also explained the
benefits of studying a Humanities subject at A-level
and about life at university

“The Humanities Black History Club is a turning point
in the way we embrace culture. We’ve held some
great events where we’ve discovered significant
Black figures and unveiled hidden truths.”

Mobasher - Lead coordinator

“It’s rare that you will find schools doing anything
that includes Black history outside of Black History
Month and history lessons. This club gives students
the opportunity to learn about themselves, people
who have overcome challenges, and important Black
contributions to culture in the UK”

Miss Brade - Trainee Humanities teacher.

The next session takes place at lunchtime on Monday
24 April in room 902. Led by Jed in 9H.

MSCHOLASTIC

In conjunction with the whole [
school Reading Week which &=
was held the week commencing

Monday 27th February we also held a pop
up book shopin the library. It isimportant
that we encourage all students to read
for pleasure which promotes academic
success and personal wellbeing.

The book fair was promoted around the
school and we had students volunteering
to support the shop. Some of the books

.

were discounted due to the cost
of living crisis, plus the students
were issued a QR code which
entitles them to a further discount.
In return for hosting the pop up shop
were given free books for the library.
The atmosphere was buzzing leaving

o
- the students excited they really enjoyed
taking part in this event.

Miss Noble
Librarian




UK Intermediate Maths challenge

he UKMT Individual Maths Challenges are
Tintriguing multiple choice papers, which is

designed by the University of Leeds to stimulate
interest in maths in large numbers of students. The
Maths challenges provoke students’ mathematical
thinking and test their problem solving skills in an
accessible and yet challenging way. Over 250,000
students from more than 3000 schools and colleges
across the UK participated in the Intermediate
Mathematical Challenge on Wednesday 1st February.
52 Year 10 students took part.

The highest performers are awarded Gold, Silver and
Bronze Certificates.
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Saima 10E
Vishwanath 10F
Tarandeep 10D

Ibrahim 10C
& Nazreen 10H

“The UKMT Challenge is known to be difficult, so
difficult that a very small number of people are able to
get through to the next round. However, this challenge
did consist of all multiple choice questions, some were
mildly easy, while others were really hard. We couldn’t
use calculators making it even more difficult. So myself
and a few other people were quite shocked when we
all managed to get the Bronze Award.” Saima 10E
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United Kingdom
Mathematics Trust

. his term we wanted to strengthen our
Trelationships with our local feeder schools. As
part of this process we invited students from

St James and Wattville primary into Holyhead and
offered them a chance to experience some amazing

taster lessons. Mr Brown’s drum lesson was a big hit,
students and staff really enjoyed getting involved

and learning to play. Furthermore we had a brilliant
science lesson were students got to experience
practical lessons with Mr Toney and Ms Sharma.
Last but not least was the fantastic mini-athletics
sessions with Mr Prentice and Mrs Gill, students had
a wonderful time and can’t wait for their next visit.

Mrs Marnell
Vice Principal




Murder Mystery
Bricish Science Week

e celebrated British Science Week in style.
WThroughout the week students took part in

a crime scene investigation and competed
with one another to solve the murder mystery. To do
this students analysed various pieces of evidence such
as fingerprints, bullet shells, fibres and powder. They
then had to put the clues together, to determine who
the guilty party was. On top of this students were also
able to enter the British Science Week competition
in which they had to design a scientific poster and
complete home experiments. We had some amazing
entries and we thank everyone who got involved.

Holyheads Most Wanted
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Science Club

ustaswe did lastterm,
J Science Club has been

running throughout
the spring term. Students
have been able to delve
deeper into the world
of  science, through
exploring the wonders of
electricity, creating pieces
of fine art with fire, and
making robots out of
pieces of Lego. Next term
the Science Club will still
be running, and we invite
all of you to join in and
get involved.

----------------
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Year 11 Scudent of the Week

hroughout this term the Science department has
been running a Student of the Week competition

for our Year 11 students. The purpose of this
competition was to reward students for their hard
work, efforts and achievements in science. Those who
were awarded the prestigious honour of Student of
the Week, received a reward during assembly each
week. However there was a catch, students had to
throw a dart at a dart board, and whatever number
the dart landed on corresponded to a prize. We had
some interesting results with one student hitting the
bullseye with their
very first dart ever
thrown, and others
missing the board

completely! As a
science department
we would like to i Khadils
congratulate all A
these students

e
again, and want all
the students in year
11 to keep pushing
forward to achieve

Havredt
Caris
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their best in their
upcoming exams. i

Theow dant of Mo beard b=
bbb

laing,

Mr Mohr
Director of Learning - Science



THEY SMASHIED 1!

completing practical media coursework - and they smashed it!

MEDIA STUDIES

After several years of coursework adaptations due
to the pandemic, this year's GCSE Media Students
finally had the opportunity to create some media
products for their GCSE controlled assessment. No
longer limited by restrictions that meant that they
might not have the time and access inside and out of
school to cameras, actors, locations and IT equipment,
students spent independent learning time in advance
of the assessment preparing for their assessment by
taking photographs that they could use in their final
products. They then spent a day off their normal
timetable editing all of their photos and preparation
work together to create some outstanding outcomes.

By Emma Yrll

Students completed briefs to create new media
products that are set in advance by their exam
board, such as making a poster and DVD cover for a
new science fiction or romantic comedy movie or to
create a front cover and double page article for a new
lifestyle magazine aimed at teenagers. Have a look at
the sample of a few student's work. Can you work out
what briefs they were doing?

Overall,
really enjoyed their [&55
experiences - trying 4
out their creativity

but also proving
the knowledge /
they'd learned so
far in the course. §
The controlled

assessment is worth
30% of the students
overall GCSE grade

students GLAMOROUS GORGEGUS :

This term the GCSE Media Studies students saw a really successful return to

x@“ i

so doing weII in th|s assessment was really important.
As such, it was really pleasing to see students leaving
their assessment proud of what they'd done. "I
was really pleased with how students rose to their
challenge and produced work that was at or, in most
cases, above their target grades, including some
work at grades 8 and 9. This leaves them in a great
position to do well in their GCSE overall with the
two examinations that they are due to take in the
coming months but perhaps more importantly, |
could see students leave the day with their heads
¢ held high feeling like they'd shown themselves
® that they really can do something great when they
» focus"

GCSE Media Studies is an optional subject for years
10and 11 where students learn about media industries
and audiences as well as how media products such
as music videos, film promotion, TV crime drama,
websites and advertising campaigns use techniques
to represent people and issues so keep your eye out
if this is an option for you in the future and even if
not, we follow this course up with A level Film Studies
in the Sixth Form where, as well as studying 11 films,
students create, write, film and edit short films.

':‘Fi‘ Mr Hutchins

Director of Learning for Social
Sciences and Subject Lead for Media
Studies

S@@IIAIL

By Zara Yrl1l



e place great significance on both literacy
Wand oracy. Our school calendar features an
annual whole school Spelling Bee event,
which serves as an effective tool to engage students.
The competition begins at cohort level, progressing

to the finals where students compete to be overall
year group winner.

Despite encountering challenging words that are
tied to the curriculum, students persisted in their
efforts to spell them correctly. We are proud to
have had 21 students reach the finals - a remarkable
accomplishment!

The event was highly successful, and our students
were fully immersed and motivated, eager to
participate again next year.

to our Spelling Bee Winners

Year 7: Angelo
Year 8: Alberto

Year 10: Alyssa
Year 11: Aroosa
Year 12: Taaranjot

Year 13: Zahura

“The Holyhead School Spelling Bee was a marvelous
experience. It was a beautifully organized evening
and | am so grateful I had the opportunity to be a
. finalist. The energy
was lively and the
participants  were
enthusiastic rather
than nervous. | may
not have won first
place in the Spelling
Bee but Spelling Bee
won first place in my
eyes.” Tanish 12F

“From a small school event, to a large, noteworthy
occasion. The Spelling Bee of 2023, a new and
improved version where learning is celebrated! As
the winner of Year 10, the nerve wracking contest
was certainly one to remember. The atmosphere
was formal, yet exhilarating as all the attention was
on each participant. Standing on a stage, in front of
parents, teachers, governors and classmates, the
pressure and focus is on whether you get the word
right and whether the trophy could be yours. As scary

as that might sound, friends and family were there

to cheer us on and encourage us. Overall, | found

the Spelling Bee to be something to remember, and |

congratulate those brave enough to speak, and those
who won!” Alyssa 10




“The Spelling Bee was a great success again,
and provides a fantastic opportunity to combine
competition with the curriculum. Those in the
audience, regardless of age or qualifications, will have
struggled along with the finalists to spell challenging
words, but what is also for sure, we were in awe of
the courage, determination and ability of all of the
students. A really enjoyable evening for everyone,
but especially our amazing winners!”

Dave Knox | Head of School

PPAN
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“The Spelling Bee was a sight to behold! | loved every
minute! It filled me with absolute joy to see our
students so articulate, so confident and so focussed.
It was an amazing event which celebrated the
importance of vocabulary and the power of spelling.
It's alway magical when the whole school community
comes together in celebration. It gets bigger every
year and the whole process speaks of incredible high
ambition and a dedication to quality in everything we

III

do. Well done to all participants and organisers!

Ross Trafford | Executive Principal
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Matilda ~*

ear 10 Performing Arts students visited
YCambridge Theatre in London, to watch Matilda -

The Musical. This visit formed part of the research
to support students component 1 unit; Exploring the
Performing Arts . We were amazed by the child actors
in particular and the amazing production. From start
to to finish this well known and likable story had the
audience well and truly engaged.

ear 11 Performing Arts students are in the
process of devising their final pieces for their
exam. Students have been given a set brief from

the exam board and now are fully into the process of
bringing an original piece into a live performance.

The final week of this term was met with the exciting
challenge of our Year 11 Music students completing
their final Practical Performance assessment. As in
all Creative Arts subjects, our students have been
completing their controlled assessment, to prepare,
rehearse and perform a 10-15 minute set of songs
that link to the theme of Power. Our students have
explored powerful influences, the power of lyrics, as
well as more abstract interpretations where they have
explored the power of the earth and Global Warming.
This has led to our students performing a vast array
of music, from popular songs, to a Dhol performance,
right through to Calypso and Show tunes. We are so
proud of how hard our students have worked towards
this final exam, and want to praise them on their

12

A
on their maturity, commitment and hard work during
this time! Break a leg guys!

These will be showcased to family and friends on the
20th April along with some amazing year 11 music
performances and art work displayed from our talented
art students. This evening is always special to us as we
get to celebrate all the hard work our students have
out into their studies.




Year 7 have finished their formal elements project

work. The collaboration with MFL has meant
we have created a jungle mask looking at a variety of
artists. We looked at the dripping portraits of Marion
Bolognesi, the jungle paintings of Rousseau, The linear
paint work of Van Gogh and the pointillism colour work
of Seurat. In their languages lesson, the students have
then translated their review of the work into either
French or Spanish. Creating a display of this work as
part of our Creative Arts celebration will showcase the
hard work of Year 7.

Bravo Aryan|
Ton projel art-francals est fantastique

L'artiste dans cette
section s'appelie
George Seurat. [l ulilise
les couleurs. J'utiliss les

L'artista dans cette
secton s'appelle
Vineent Van Gogh. Il
utilise: les lignes et
J'utilise Faquarelie,

pelits points avec des
feutres.

L'artiste dans cette
section s'appelie Marion
Bolognasi. Jutilisa la
peinture & l'eau

Lartiste dans cette
section s'appelle Henri
Rousseau. || utilise la

texture. Jutilise la
peinture a 'huile,

Ja m'appelle Aryan
Wolcl mon masque.
J'adore!

Year 8 have moved onto their portrait project. Julian
Opie has been the focus for much of this work. Using
bold, bright flat colours, with black outlines for his Pop
art style work.

To contrast with this artist we have also looked at
Fauvism. ‘Wild beasts’ using bold complementary

colours with clear brush marks showing in their use
of paint.

Year 9 have been working as Graphic designers
creating a drink logo and label for a new drink product
for their target group. Their ideas have been much
more creative and impressive than on the TV show
‘The Apprentice’

Year 10 have been working on designs for their Sealife
Natural forms project. The rest of KS4/5 have been
planning their work for their upcoming exams. Such
a lot of hard work. However, we can’t post live work
just yet. So unable to show any visuals.

] 'ﬂ‘ -
\ L
%3y

The Art Team




Morgan Stanley

Sustainable Enterprise Challenge

n Wednesday 22nd March we held the first of
Othree Morgan Stanley workshops. 30 of our
aspirational Year 7 students were selected to
take part in an enterprise project led by Stephanie

Mitchell, Vice President and the team of volunteers
from Morgan Stanley.

The team from Morgan Stanley shared an insight into
the US based investment bank, their career journey and
supported our students in planning a social enterprise.
Students were keen to share their achievements and
the skills they have developed, confident in putting
their ideas forward, they made Holyhead proud!

Students are looking forward to the next workshop
and delivering the final project in June to the judges.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this event a
success.

“The Morgan Stanley team was delighted to return
to Holyhead School for our second year of the
sustainability project. We really enjoyed hearing all
the fantastic ideas from Year 7 to create businesses
which contribute positively to society and the world
around us. We would like to extend a huge thank you
to all of the students and staff who made us feel so
welcome at Holyhead, and we look forward to seeing
you all again in June for the students’ presentations.”

Stephanie Mitchell, Morgan Stanley
14

“I am so proud | was chosen for a very exhilarating
event in which | would meet individuals who worked
for Morgan Stanley Investment Banking Services. | get
to know them and then proceed to work with them.
The day before this event | was jumping out of my
shoes nearly every second thinking of the opportunity
which would come the day right after. As soon as | got
in the library the next day | had this feeling this was
going to be good and not going to lie it was pretty
much amazing.

Later, about 30 minutes in, they described themselves
and told us something about their personality such as
hobbies and their ethnic countries. Later on, we each
got put with one of the Morgan Stanley members and
then proceeded to talk about teamwork and what the
values of it are. We are looking into two projects: the
first is making stationery from bamboo and then the
second is making housing with sustainable materials.”

Harjinder 7A

“The excitement | felt when | found out | had been
chosen to work with a worldwide famous company
Morgan Stanley who help investment banking was
unbelievable. | was one out of 30 people to be selected
for this once in a lifetime opportunity. We were put in
groups of 6 to make a company/business that would
help sustain the world. My group decided to start a
business that would help support world hunger. My
first session taught me to communicate and socialise
with new people and | can't wait for what more is
going to come in the next session.”

Mangat 7B






olyhead School's Duke of Edinburgh has again
had a very successful few years, allowing 48
students from Year 10, 11 and 12 to meet the

challenges set out by the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
and Silver Awards Scheme.

A total of 37 Bronze Award winners and 11 Silver
Award winners attended our presentation evening
that took place on Thursday 16th February 2023.

The Bronze and Silver Award comprises 4 sections that
are undertaken by students over a 12 month period.
The 4 sections of the award include the uptake of a new
skill, a voluntary practice, an experience performing
a new physical activity and an outdoor expedition. A
large number of our students took on the challenge
with great enthusiasm. Some of them took up a new
sport such as basketball, whereas others volunteered
to help teachers within the school. Supporting the
local Gurdwara was also a popular choice with our
students as part of their voluntary service, with
students volunteering with the langar preparing and
serving food to everyone that came for a meal. This
is always fantastic to see as it gives something back
to the local community. Other students manufactured
jewellery as part of their skill development, a skill that
improved every week with some outstanding results.

One of the highlights of the year was the participation
in the practice expedition which would subsequently
lead to the final assessed outdoor expedition. Through
a period of training, students were taught navigation
skills, including map reading and compass work,
through which competency in outdoor navigation was
developed. Students camped in some of the coldest,
wettest conditions, however this did not deter their
enthusiasm. This practice expedition was centred
around ‘Attingham Park’, near Shrewsbury where

fa

THE DUKE OF
EDINBURGH'S AWARD

successfully completed the challenge.

Our formally assessed expedition was then
conducted over the ‘Long Mynd’, Shropshire in
June. The expedition was again undertaken by all
48 students. The navigation skills of the participants
were thoroughly tested as well as their team work.
The weather the students experienced on the top of
Long Mynd challenged their resilience, as the hot and
sunny conditions drained

the energy levels of
even the fittest student.
All students admirably

met the challenge head
on and were smiling
upon completion of
their trek. The ‘The Long
Mynd Adventure Camp’
again provided us with
accommodation. Our
thanks therefore go to
the team of wardens for
the use of their luxurious
facilities !!!

Now on a happy note! We would like to send our best
wishes to the 5 Girls who are about to complete their
Gold Award noting that this cohort will be the first
recipients of the coveted Award.

Finally | would also like to take this opportunity
to remember ‘Harjot Mall’. Harjot was one of our
DofE Bronze Award Winners who courageously lost
his battle with cancer in 2021. He will always be
remembered.

Mrs Davies and DofE Holyhead

- -




France § Belgium

s part of my role as a Food Preparation &

Nutrition Teacher there is nothing better than

introducing our students to the culture and
foods from other countries.
From Tuesday 6th to Friday 9th December 2022, 36
students experienced France and Belgium. They had
lots of ‘food activities and workshops’ to take part in
and also the added experience of a visit to Disneyland
Paris.

Our 4 days included the following:

The start was early with a 6am pick up but that did
not deter them. The students first experience was
the Shuttle (EuroTunnel) as part
of the trip. They were totally
mesmerized by the fact that the
coach was on a train under the
sea! This was an experience not
to be missed.

Accommodation was provided
by two different hotels but the
students loved the fact that
they could share with a friend
and have a bathroom all to themselves! Our evening
meals were taken at independent restaurants where
students enjoyed the waitress service and the
experience of trying new dishes which extended their
experience of European cuisine.

= =

While visiting France
we undertook several
workshops, enabling the
students to experience
the full culture of this
country. A boulangerie

was the first, which
included a skills
demonstration, pastry

making class and tasting, which proved to be a firm
favorite with our students. The next was a visit to Lille
Christmas Market, one of the biggest in France where
the students could experience the ferris wheel or ice
skating.

Part of the workshops also included a visit to
Biscuiterie where our students received an engaging
talk, demonstration and tasting, a true favorite of all.
A visit to a French Hypermarket was a distinct favorite
of the students as they had euros that needed to be
spent! Our students took the opportunity to practice
their French whilst purchasing gifts for their family
and souvenirs of their visit to Europe.

Disneyland
Paris created a
memorable finale
to the visit where
our students had 25
the whole day §

to experience gif
the theme park
of their dreams,
where Mickey
Mouse was waiting for them.

We alsovisited Belgium where we took the opportunity
to visit the Frietmuseum followed by a visit to the
Brugge Christmas Market.

Waffle making was also undertaken, including a
talk, demonstration and tasting which the students
enjoyed. As if that was not enough we also visited a
Chocolate Factory which included a workshop, again a
firm favorite of our students.

The trip was a massive success and the students still
talk about it now. We are set to go again this year and
if you haven't signed up .. why not!

Mrs Davies
Teacher of Food Preparation & Nutrition




PE SPORTS REPORT

Girls’ PE

he Spring term has been full of competition for
the girls.

Aston Schools Basketball
We hosted the Aston School’s Girls Basketball
competitions, where 10 schools from the surrounding
area attended. The Year 9 & 10 team finished 4th,
but the Year 7 & 8 team made it to the finals, where
they were unfortunate to lose to Aston Manor 5-3.
The year 11 & 12 competition will continue in April.

West Bromwich Albion FC
The Underl3 Girls football team took part in the
ECL football tournament at the Hawthorns on 7th
December. They played in a tournament against 14
teams from the local surrounding area. Unfortunately
they didn’t win, but the girls had a fantastic experience,
and that’s what matters most!

The Greatest Football Event Ever!
The KS3 football team were invited to take part in a
local football event organised by Birmingham School
Games. The secondary competition was held in
the afternoon, but unfortunately the weather was
not playing fair on the day. Conditions deteriorated
throughout the day with heavy snow which made
playing football difficult for the girls. Despite this,
they had a great time and thoroughly enjoyed the
competition. They finished fourth overall, but had an
amazing time taking part.

% Have a Go Learning Day - Sport
The Year 10 Sports Studies students spent a very

7 interesting and enlightening day at University College

Birmingham taking part in the Have a Go Days in Sport.
Students got the opportunity to take part in a range
of activities in the fitness suite, sports massage and
took part in a practical session run by students from
the College. Students learned about the different
college courses available and the grades required
to study them. A great day finding out about local
opportunities available to our students post Holyhead.

Mrs C Gill - Director of Learning



Boys’ PE

National Schools Football Week

The Spring term saw the comeback of National
Schools Football Week. Players were asked to donate
at least £1 to play. When added all together, KS3 had
75 students, KS4 had 37 and with the KS5/staff game
which means we raised £145. There was some fantastic
football on display, well worked goals and overall
good sportsmanship. Well done to all those who got
involved and donated money towards the Alzeimers
charity, linked to the English FA who look to support
and keep involved those who suffer with

the disease.
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Basketball
The KS4 basketball team has continued to train hard
every Tuesday morning before school, focusing on
set plays, fitness and overall game play. As a result,
the team defended their home court by beating
Hampstead Hall 39-16 where they played some
fantastic team basketball.

SANTIAGO was named
. player of the game.

Staff football
Staff football has continued into the Spring term. Boots were dusted off, deep heat applied and plenty of heavy
breaths were taken, but overall, for those involved, it has been a great way to finish off each week together
playing the world's most popular sport. If staff want to get involved, do not worry about ability, just come along
and have some fun. All you need to do is message Mr Prentice and he will add you to the sacred group chat!!

Just a reminder that Football and Basketball will stop for the year in the summer term and be replaced by
Cricket and Athletics club. As always, all you need is your Holyhead School PE kit, a bottle of water and plenty of
motivation to come along and get involved. If you need to know which day, look for posters around the changing

rooms, or ask your PE teacher.

Mr J Prentice
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Teach What Matters

Quality of education priorities 2022-23

How are we raising expectations in a Holyhead classroom?

Every year, as a school, we reflect upon how we can develop our teaching and learning so that every student
in Holyhead has the best possible education and opportunities. It is also important to share these with the
students, parents and carers so that everyone knows what to expect from their experiences here. This year we
are working on some key priorities.

Developing oracy and spoken language

Evidence demonstrates that there can be significantimprovements in the outcomes of students when developing
our ability to articulate ourselves more effectively. With this in mind, we have been working on developing
students' oracy skills in classrooms. Students are likely to find that they are encouraged to:

e Rephrase in a full sentence using formal language via ‘Say it again better’

e Include specific target words

e Rehearse verbal responses using structure with a partner before sharing with the class

e Express opinions in a formal manner and respond to other people’s views

e Use discourse markers in verbal responses such as ‘on one hand...alternatively, on the other hand’

Disciplinary literacy

Words are the gateway to success and so we have been working with teachers to identify what vocabulary
students need to know to be able to read, write and speak like an expert in each subject area. This may be
identifying subject specific terminology or developing their knowledge of words to be able to speak and write
more complex sentences. Students may find vocabulary development in their lessons through:

e Keyword with images displayed throughout the lesson

e Exploring common root words and how to break down words into parts

e Providing students with knowledge organisers or glossaries

e Students devising vocabulary organisers or word webs

e Regular low stakes retrieval practice to test knowledge of key words spaced throughout curriculum

e Combining vocabulary development with spelling instruction

e Teachers modelling good use of keywords throughout lessons

Coming soon... Reading academic text

"I feel like the way we speak and our language is very helpful as it will teach you that even if you're not posh the
way your voice sounds or if you pronounce certain words it will make you sound better and you will have better
chances. Aswell as this it will also teach you that as soon as you get into a work related environment you know
how to speak to people properly and if you continue to speak better it will get you opportunities." Chyna Year 8
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Teach What Matters

Have you logged into
Arbor &
Parent Pay

‘ Arbor

If you have not successfully logged into Arbor please email
arbor-support@holyheadschool.org.uk
stating the following:

- Your child’s full name and form
- Child’s date of birth
- Parent/carers own name
- Your relationship to the child

E] ParentPay

COUNT ON US

If you have any problems with ParentPay or need to register please email
parentpay@holyheadschool.org.uk

or
contact the school on 0121 523 1960




 Holyhead

SIXTH FORM

ready to sit their January exams. For many BTEC
and OCR Students these would be their final set
of external exams, while others were sitting them for
the first time. For our ‘A’ Level students it was a chance
for them to sit some assessments in exam conditions.

The Year 13’s returned from the Christmas break

The results of the internal assessments have allowed
the Year 13 teachers to provide additional intervention
in certain subjects so that students can continue to
excel in the current internal assessments.

In tutor times students have been continuing with
the ‘Journey of Life’ PSHCE platform and looking at
self care and life after Holyhead. We have looked at
topics such as how online behaviour can affect future
employability, employment rights and mental and
physical well being. We have also had some interesting
debates about issues around the world, most recently
we have been looking at the Shamima Begum case.

The UCAS application process has now been completed
with the studentswho have applied to university having
their applications sent and received by their respective
institutions. In total 109 student applications were

sent to UCAS. To date 422 offers have been made
to students with six receiving unconditional offers.
Currently 44 students have received all 5 offers from
the universities they applied for and we are hoping for
more coming through shortly. 49 of our offers have
come from Russell Group Universities. With offers
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now coming back to students they have been advised
to choose one firm offer and one insurance offer
ready for the outcome of their examinations in the
summer. Furthermore, this month saw the opening
of student finance for all who are attending university
from September 2023. The students have all had
an assembly on what they need to do to start this
financial process.

The student council continues to go from strength to
strength. This term has seen them raise

for their end of year celebrations. Discussions have
taken place at the meetings about what to spend
the money on. Prom, theme park visits, yearbooks
and residentials have all been suggested and before
the end of this term we should know how we will
be celebrating our final days together. With the year
drawing to a close and many of the Year 13s preparing
to move on | would like to take this opportunity to say
thank them all for their hard work and professionalism
during the last two years. We have had tough times
and good times and | feel that they are ready to go
off into the world with the best possible chance of
realising their dreams.

Thanks Year 13, you’ve been great.

Mr Mills
Head of Year 13

A massive THANK YOU to the girls and the site team
who helped decorate the school for Chinese New
Year. We enjoyed traditional cuisine from our catering
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his is a great project that
6’§ TMr A Khan and Mr M
' -’ Rahman are workingonto
raise aspirations and motivate
our Pakistani boys in Year 8 and
9. Mr S Briah, Careers Lead,
delivered a workshop with the
boys and created an action
Pakistani Boys Mentoring plan with the students focusing
on their future goals. This is something that will help us

keep an eye on these children to ensure they receive
support throughout the years for moving forward.

National Apprenticeship
Week

o celebrate National Apprenticeship Week on
Monday 6th February - Friday 10th February

2023, we had external visitors come in to do a

short talk about the whole concept of Apprenticeships.
We had Rachel Hood from The Apprenticeship Centre
and Sahdia Shaheen from Crackerjack Training. All Year
groups were able to gain some knowledge about what
apprenticeships are, how to get an apprenticeship as
well as the organisation's tips and tricks.

Labour Market
Information (LMI)

e have made it a priority as a Careers team
Wto ensure our students are aware of their

locality and what is available to them within
Birmingham. This way, our students will be open to
more opportunities, figure out if there are any jobs
available just in case they need to make a back-up
plan, and the type of pay they will have in the sector
they are willing to work in. as well as being confident to
travel and figuring out their routes. This is why having
knowledge about the LMI is important and why we
give our students these tools and information to aid
their decisions about their careers. More information
can be found on this website: www.bep.education/
birmingham-careers-hub/Imi/

Parents or Businesses

familiar with a business who would like to come into
school to speak to our students, then please do get

in touch with us via the emails
tih
]l 4

below and we would be happy
areers

to accommodate you.
Holyhead [E]

I f you are a parent and you have a business or are

National Careers Week

o celebrate National Careers Week on Monday
T6th March - Friday 10th March 2023, we had

external visitors come in to do a short talk about
the whole concept of careers. We had Lucy Richardson
join us from Cadbury College where she presented an
interactive presentation. We also had Abigail Parson
from Sandwell college visit to present the concept of
careers and steps after Post-16 to our Year 10 students.
All Year groups were able to gain some knowledge
about what careers are, how to follow their dreams
and goals and the kinds of steps they can take in order
to reach their goals.

website parents and
aLIPs students can use with accurate
information on over 1400 jobs including live labour
market information and a wealth of impartial advice
on education and employment choices, eCLIPS helps
young people to make informed study and career
decisions. You can access the eClips link by going on the
Student portal from the school website: www.eclips-
online.co.uk
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Christmas Market
trip

he MFL department took a group of Year 11
pupils to the German Christmas Market for a

Culinary Cultural Experience!

Pupils took part in a treasure hunt, the clues and
answers were all written in German. Some tasks
included trying traditional German food such as
a “Bratwurst” or asking someone to say “Frohe
Weihnatchen” which means Merry Christmas. We
had three winners of the treasure hunt who have
each received a £5 Amazon Voucher as a prize!

The pupils who all study either French or Spanish at
GCSE were able to use their language skills in another
language in a real life environment. We all wrapped
up warm and had a fantastic time!

Penpal Project

their French penpals from the College

Sevigné in France. We practised our
French writing skills while our penpals
practised their English writing skills.

F rench students have enjoyed writing to

Tanisa is reading Chloe’s letter.

Well done Tanisa! A lovely reply to your
penpal. Isn’t it better than using Snapchat
or Instagram?
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Bon appetit!

Year 8 had a fabulous time at the Holyhead French
café!

The French department hosted a fabulous French
experience event on Thursday 19th of January for 30
year 8 students. It was a fantastic event which ran at
lunchtime. Students had the opportunity to immerse

- themselves in the
French language and
_to order food and

 drink. Students were
very keen to take part
and one student was
overheard saying that
P’ he would love to have
/this every Thursday

lunchtime!

“Merct to the following Year 9 & 10 students

who were the waitresses: Blessing, Gurman, Neshat,
Prabdeep, Rhianna, Umaymah, Amal, Angel, Akila.

Tapas bar

n Thursday 16th February a number of Year 8
Ostudents spent their lunch in the Languages

block, enjoying and eating Spanish food,
talking in Spanish, and listening to Hispanic music.
Some enthusiastic year 10 and 12 students helped
them to order the food and drinks in Spanish, took
photos and played the role of waiters. The Latin music
completed the atmosphere (while the Languages
teachers were dancing around the room).

iVamos a la fiesta!

Ferpal Froject
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2023 HOLIDAY CLUB SCHEME

cLuLsZONE

.' l Birmingham

Gilbertstone Primary School - B26 1EH

Clubszone are pleased to be working with the local council in providing exciting opportunities for the Easter and
Summer holidays in 2023.

Time of the club will be 8:40am — 4:15pm each day.

Our holiday camps are 5-star rated on Trustpilot and we provide many different activities for children of all abilities
aged between 5 —13.

Example Timetable

Time Group 1 Ages 5-6 Groug Z Ees 7 8 Grou 3 A es 9- 10_ Group 4 Ages 11-13
8:40am - 9:15am | F N AND GROUP GAMES i
9:15am - 10:00am TAG GAMES BASKETBALL HANDBALL TAG RUGBY
10:00am - 10:40am DRAMA QUAD BAL._L_ TENNIS BASKETBALL
10:40am - 11:15am | MORNING BREAK -
11:15am - 12:15pm LASER TAG l VOLLEYBALL DANCE [ FOOTBALL
12:15pm - 1:15pm | LUNCH BRE/
1:15pm - 2:00pm DODGEBALL DRAMA ROUNDERS ARCHERY
2:00pm - 2:45pm FOOTBALL ARCHERY I FENCING DANCE
2:45pm-3:00pm | _AFTERNOON BREAK i -
3:00pm - 3:45pm DANCE | FootsALL | PAC-MAN | TABLE TENNIS
3:45pm - 4:15pm [ _SIGNING OUT AND GROUP GAMES

The HAF scheme is for children that are pupil premium and receive free school meals. There is NO CHARGE for this
service and the children would also receive a free lunch at the club.

How to register a place for your child?

Ways to Book
Information Required to
2. Email HAF@clubszone.co.uk ARW R

3. Scan the QR code below

Please infarm us about any SEN support that your child may require.

Holiday Club Dates

Summer Holidays 2023
Week 1: Monday 31* July — Thursday 3™ August 2023 (4 Days)

Week 2: Monday 7" August — Thursday 10" August 2023 (4 Days)
Week 3: Monday 14% August — Thursday 17" August 2023 (4 Days)
Week 4: Monday 21 August — Thursday 24™ August 2023 (4 Days)

Christmas Holidays 2023
To be confirmed after the new year.

PLACES ARE LIMITED - Please get in touch to secure a place ASAP.

Kind Regards, Marc Sherlock — Clubszone Management 2 5



Year 7: My journey so far
al Holyhead

“Holyhead is a positive learning environment where you can freely learn and
improve your education in a fun way. Holyhead also provides welcoming staff
and does not tolerate discriminatory language as it is a safe place for kids to
learn and have fun. Holyhead also has DSL’s (Designated Safeguard Leaders)
that you can talk to about anything!
Overall | enjoy my experiences at Holyhead as it is a comforting and nice place
to learn and meet new people.
It has been easy to settle in after leaving primary school.” Yuvraj 7G

“My time at Holyhead school has been the best year
so far because Holyhead is very positive and they are
always very kind and if you want an amazing education
for yourself you should come here. The lessons are
very fun and if you need someone to speak to you can
always speak to them because The teachers are very
comforting and they always understand how you’re
feeling. Students are very friendly and it is good to
meet new people and make friends. If you choose
to come here you would have the best experience of

your life and you would never want to leave. It's a fun
place to learn.” Maryam 7G
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Cultural DIV i”. " Workshop

School to deliver a workshop to Year 5 & Year 3. As

part of the RE curriculum they are studying Muslim
& Hindu Life and in Geography they are looking at
Africa.

I n February, we were invited to Sutton Park Primary

These workshops were delivered by our very own
Year 9 students. They spent a lot of time working
on the delivery and content. All 5 students had an
amazing time sharing their lived experiences with the
children.

The students all worked hard on this project and created a booklet, PowerPoint and resources for all the pupils
of Sutton Park to work from with the help of Miss Khatun & Mr Geddes.

All 3 workshops were fun and engaging and | was amazed to see how professionally our Year 9 students delivered
the workshops.

Thank you and Well Done to Blessing, Arissah, Amarah, Devesh and Prabdeep you did Holyhead proud.

Mrs Mistry




WE ARE BACK!

PRESENTATION EVENING 2023
Tuesday 27th June 2023
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