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Principal’s Foreword

Mr R Trafford
Executive Principal

It’s been another fantastic term and I want to pay tribute to the ambition and 
kindness of children and families but also to Mr Knox who has done a fantastic job 
in his first term as Head of School. Whilst looking in from afar, most of the time, 

it’s impossible to escape the magic of Holyhead. I’ve looked on with real pride and 
admiration as the school continues to grow and develop. This edition of the Pulse, the 
Christmas single and every visit to the school continues to fill me with gratitude for my 
continued connection to the school as Executive Principal.

						      I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
						             and a Happy New Year!

It gives me great pleasure for the first time to introduce you to this term’s Pulse 
magazine, a fantastic snapshot of the vibrancy and activity that helps to make 
Holyhead a school with a unique buzz about it!

It’s been a very busy and exciting first term for us, and it’s been my privilege to 
experience the enormous support for what we do here from parents who play 
a vital role in their child’s education. We have engaged with more parents in 
person than ever before this term through Parental Engagement evenings and 
events such as the Reading Coffee Morning and the ‘Yes I Can’ mentoring launch 
evening. We look forward to meeting with you all this year for Subject Parents’ 
Evenings, and there will be more to come with the new Parent Portal coming to 
the school website in the Spring term.

The Pulse magazine does not capture the day to day normality of the lessons and 
learning that takes place within our walls, it shows the extra-curricular activities and experiences that make 
school life special and create lasting memories for the students who take part in them. 

Following on from 2 years of COVID-related restrictions where enrichment and many of these experiences that 
make a school a place of life learning took a back seat to health and safety, we have really stepped things up 
since September, with stories of visits, competitions, presentations and performances from all of our faculties 
as well as the Sixth Form.

You will see students being stretched and challenged, engaged and inspired, and vitally for who we are, involved 
in celebrating and learning more about our cultures collaboratively. 

I especially want to pay tribute to the students who represented the school magnificently at the Central Regions 
Schools Trust event at the ICC in November, including the Y8 and Y11 Djembe drummers, and you will also 
see the image of Safah Ahmed on our back page. Her original poem was a truly inspiring piece of work and 
performed with such poise on a stage that has been graced by Prime Ministers. 

I hope you enjoy reading more about these experiences, the vast majority of them in the words of the young 
people of Holyhead!

We hope you all have a fantastic holiday season whether you are celebrating Christmas or not, and of course we 
wish you a very Happy New Year as we move towards 2023 and another term of opportunities for the school and 
the students who make the place so special.

Mr D Knox | Head of School

Foreword
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On Monday 31st October 2022,  a reading event 
took place over lunch time which was very well 
attended by students from Years 7 & 8. These 

events are held to encourage students to improve 
their reading, oracy and literacy skills.
 
Horror and Gothic novels were on display to encourage 
students to read this particular genre of books. As part 
of the event Mr Rafter, English Teacher read an extract 
from the poem “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe.  
Following the reading, students then enjoyed the trick 
or treat goodies that were laid on together with the 
superb Halloween cakes which were kindly baked by 
Mrs Hopkins Catering Manager and her team.

It was fantastic to see so many students engaging with 
the books.

The atmosphere was both exciting, electric and very 
lively. Students left the event buzzing!

Miss Noble
Librarian

“The Halloween event in the library was pretty fun and 
when we were greeted by Mr Noble dressed up and 
Mr Rafter reading a story, it was fun and there were 
Halloween themed cupcakes, treats and horror books 
for us to read. I did not want to eat mine so I saved it 
for my family.” Praveen 7D

Reading in the Spirit of

Halloween
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European Day of Languages

A great day out with Year 13’s in the University 
of Law leading the trial of Tony Martin where
students had the opportunity to examine the 

witness statements in this case and to experience 
being on the prosecution or defence team in a 
mock trial. This included cross examination and 
closing statements.Students were also involved 
in investigating the facts, evidence and building a 
timeline of events surrounding the Tony Martin case; 
the shooting of a burglar at a Norfolk farmer’s home. 
Students revisited what happened, explored what 
evidence, and took a closer look at gun culture in 
the UK and around the world. They enhanced and 
developed vital skills for their education, such as 
debating, public speaking, logical thinking and cross-
examination.

Students: Sunita 13B, Kompalpreet 13G & Tobias 13H

Mr S Khan

On the 26h of September the MFL faculty 
celebrated the European Day of Languages. 
EDL is a very important day for all MFL teachers 

and students, as it is a day to celebrate the diversity 
of languages spoken across the world in societies 
today. At Holyhead School we celebrated in a number 
of ways with the Holyhead T-Shirt competition and a 
celebration lunchtime with hot chocolate, games and 
face painting. 

Vishwanath 
10F

Harjinder 
7A

Abigail 
9BLearning a language is fantastic!

Miss J Williams
5
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Come and find out more about what is happening 
currently with the Government and Business 
world and how this is impacting our daily lives.  

So far we have discussed interesting topics such as:

Liz Truss - Should she carry on as Prime Minister?

Royal Mail - Should 115,000 postal workers begin 
strike action?

Rishi Sunak - Is he the right person for the job?

Matt Hancock - Should he have gone into the jungle?

We also have the opportunity to take part in fun 
Business quizzes which is helping improve our 
knowledge of current hot topics in Business.  Did you 
know that Shein is now the fastest growing fashion 
brand in the world and has 1000 new products a day!!

“I enjoy the fact that 
we get to share and 
debate our opinions 
as it opens us to new/
unfamiliar views, we 
get to watch interesting 
news articles and 
develop an opinion”  

Amena 9A

“I enjoy the political 
debates of the 
economics club and 
that we can share our 
opinions, I like that 
it makes us look at 
topics from different 
perspectives”  

Raymond  8E

The  Business and Economics Debate Club is  in room 
103 every Friday at 1.10pm. 

Everybody is welcome, come and join us

Mrs Sehra and Debate Club

“I think economy club 
is very cool as you can 
learn and debate about 
new and intriguing 
topics every week 
and half of the people 
agree and disagree 
with our topic” 

Fazlesubhan 8E

Business and Economics 
Debate Club
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Oxford University

30 Year 11 students have been arriving at school 
early every Thursday to take part in our Aspire 
Initiative. The workshops are designed for 

students to challenge themselves and help them 
surpass their potential. The students have been 
able to explore potential career ideas and university 

courses which interest them. A 
specific highlight was Year 11 
attending Oxford University to 
gain an insight into university 
life. This involved a tour of 
Oxford University, exploring 
the local area, and getting 
hands-on experience of the 
courses available to them. 
This was an amazing visit in 
which students thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and were 

very appreciative of the opportunity to go to Oxford 
University. Students were great ambassadors for the 
school, not only in their conduct but also in the way 
they embraced the whole experience. A special thank 
you to Mr. Evanson for organising the event, and Mrs. 

Science KS3 Awards

During this term three students in KS3 were 
awarded for their achievements in science. 
These three students are Dat 7G, Kioni 8B 

and Rohan 9E. Throughout this academic year, these 
students have shown their commitment to learning 

through their hard effort and excellence in science, 
which has resulted in them achieving amazing results 
in their assessments. We as a department would like 
to congratulate these students, and moving forward 
want them to continue their successes in science.

Science Club

Within Science, we have been running a weekly 
Science Club for KS3 students. This has given 
students the opportunity to try new things 

and explore the world 
of science. Some of the 
highlights have included 
students making crystal 
snowflakes, examining 
diseases and conducting 
forensic science 
practicals. Students have 
thoroughly enjoyed this 
experience, as it has 
boosted their confidence 
and enabled them to 
make new friends. As 
this is open to all KS3 
students, we invite even more of you to get involved 
and join us in science next term.

Cells competition 

Students in Year 7 were given the opportunity 
to compete in a cells competition in science. 
This involved students making a 3D model cell, 

explaining how the cell works and writing a letter to 
a museum as to why their cell should be displayed. 

There were some great entries, Congratulations to 
Danyal 7E and Udey 7F for both outstanding entries 
on the 3D models and letters. It was a very hard to 
decide on one winner. 

We are forward to their next entry in the spring term 
competition.

Mr J Mohr
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Art and Design

To celebrate Black History Month,  the Art 
department  completed a workshop looking 
at  cultural identity. Students booked a place 

and created a collage using their favourite images 
that showed their culture and what  represented 
them and who they are. We did this with a 
background of music, hairdressing and beautiful 
smelling food. Mr Tariq and Ms Gill both joined in 
and made their own. 

This year’s theme for Black History Month 
was “Time for Change: Action not Change”  
and on Thursday 20th October, we were 

extremely excited to host a number of family 
workshops to mark and celebrate Black History 
Month, something we haven’t been able to do 
since before lockdown! We enjoyed traditional 
food & drinks courtesy of Mrs Hopkins and Mrs 
Ward.

The Food and Nutrition department ran a pattie 
making workshop as part of the Black History 
Month celebrations. Wade Lyn, the founder 
of Cleone Foods and Island Delight inventor, 
very kindly donated and supplied pastry for the 
patties for the students and families to create.  
The kitchen was filled with laughter and the 
aroma of Caribbean spices as well as stories of 
precious times spent on holiday or with family 
in and around Jamaica. The end products looked 
amazing, fit for sale in any shop.  Everyone who 
attended this family cooking session had a great 
time, bonded as a group and didn’t want to leave. 
In the words of one parent “I thoroughly enjoyed 
this, same time next year?”

Our Dominoes experts Mrs C Reid and  Mr J 
Lionga showed the community how to play the 
traditional game of dominoes enjoying a glass of 
ginger beer!  “If you are West Indian you just can’t 
play dominoes without making a bit of noise“ said 
Mr Smith.  We now have some talented domino 
players in Year 8.

It was lovely to see so many students interacting 
with Kim and her team’s workshop ‘Braid Like 
a Pro’ by Kem Hair & Beauty, who did a live 
demonstration and explained all the different 
types of braiding styles and what products to use.  
It was an immensely engaging workshop at which 
both students, parents and staff learned quite a 
lot about braiding.

Our music department ran a drumming workshop, 
filling the room with afro beats in true celebration 
of BHM.  It was lovely to see the whole community 
getting together.

We had an amazing display which showcased 
the culture, heritage and history of Black people 
throughout the last few decades. 

BHM in Maths
 

We celebrated Black History Month in maths, 
by sharing profiles of black 
mathematicians, testing their 
knowledge through quizzes 
and also giving the students a 
chance to win a competition. 
They were asked to research 
famous black mathematicians 
and their contribution to 
maths and create a poster 
based on their findings. 
The winners of our 
competition were Maryam 7F 

and Arissa 7F.



We can offer 
School 

Experience 

For more information, please contact –
twilson@crst.org.uk

We have availability in our schools across Coventry, Dudley, 
Sandwell, Birmingham and Redditch

Interested in teaching?  We have availability on our courses 
across Secondary and Primary phases, we offer a bespoke 
training programme and multi tiered support, get in touch to 
find out more…

https://centralregionschoolstrust.co.uk/teach-central/

Tax Free Bursaries available –
• up to £29k in Chemistry, Physics, Computing 

and Maths
• up to £27k in French, Spanish
• £25k in Geography 
• £20k in Biology and Design & Technology  
• £15k in English

The English Faculty had a fantastic opportunity 
to take 19 Year 12 & 13 students to Aston 
University. They attended the English Taster Day 

on Tuesday 8th November and thoroughly enjoyed 
a glimpse of University life. The day was designed to 
stimulate interest in Prose and Language for current 
A Level students. The lecture sessions provoked 
students’ literary thinking and tested their knowledge 
on current content which they are learning through 
their course in an accessible yet challenging way. 

Students were able to reflect and acknowledge how 
university is a great way to expand their knowledge, 
meet new people, and enjoy new experiences. Our 
A Level students were able to gain inspiration which 
will contribute to enhancing their critical thinking and 
analysis skills throughout the course of their A Level 
journey. This was a useful and great opportunity to 
expose them to an academic setting that goes beyond 
Holyhead. 

There will be more educational opportunities available 
in the upcoming months. 

Miss Masood and Ms Malhi-Soggi



On Wednesday 2nd November we had British 
Institute of Modern Music (BIMM), visit the 
music department. A group of 30 students 

who study music were selected to attend the event 
where they had a presentation about careers in the 
music industry and what BIMM has to offer. They 
then had a workshop on presenting yourself as an 
artist and musician and how your stage presence is 
important. Some of our students then volunteered to 
perform and get valuable feedback from the BIMM 
team, which was supportive and encouraging. Our 
students had no warning of performing and stepped 
up to the plate and did themselves and us proud! They 
then had a performance of 3 songs from one of the 
bands currently studying at BIMM, where they gained 
an insight into what their future careers as a musician 
could look like and the level of musicianship they’re 
aiming for. They asked lots of insightful questions and 
spoke to the band and team at the end of the session 
to find out more. Well done muso’s!!

“It was a very fun 
experience. The 

staff were really friendly 
and gave us a tour of the 

campus.  We learnt about the 
different facilities available to us if 

we was to study there. I think 
it’s a very good school in 

general, worthy to apply 
to.” Weronika 10F 

“We went to the BOA 
stage and screen production 

academy. They explained to 
us about the different jobs within 

the performing arts industry. The staff 
and students were really helpful. I think I 

might apply to the academy as it has a lot of 
opportunities and can offer much more such as; 

going on set at the BBC and the current year 12s had 
the opportunity to perform in the open ceremony 

of the commonwealth games! The trip helped 
me to make sense of the research journal 

we are studying now in Year 10 which 
is looking at the job roles within 

Performing Arts.” Skye L 10C

“We went to 
Birmingham Ormiston 

Academy stage and screen 
to get more of an understanding 

about drama. We had a tour and 
a talk on the different pathways in 

the industry. This trip has helped me 
understand what happens behind the  

scenes of a play and how many job 
roles are required to put on a 

performance/production.” 
Skye O 10G

“It was a very enjoyable 
experience, they had a 

lot of opportunities for their 
students and many different 

courses for them to try in Year 12. 
they talked about how diverse they 

are, even behind the scenes we do not 
discriminate. We got a tour by the Assistant 

Principal, Michelle, she showed us all 
the rooms and we learnt about the 

different pathways that they 
offer and how fun it can be.” 

Inayaha & Imaan 10E

The drama department opened up a spoken 
word/monologue competition influenced by 
Wretch 32s monologue.

We had some fantastic entries. All three students 
that won the prizes are in Year 7 and we are and 
they should be really proud. 
Well done for your creativity and originality. 

Gaganpreet 7D
Sienna 7G
Haseeb 7 
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It has been a really busy term in Art and Design 
students have worked on a variety of projects across 
the year groups. 

Year 7 have been looking at the formal elements and 
creating work in the style of different artists. This is a 
cross curricular project with MFL, so we look forward 
to seeing the results in the new year. The assessments 
show they now know ’Spaceships Fly Through Space 
Looking Very Cool’ is a great Mnemonic to help them 
remember all the elements. Along with ‘Richard of 
York Gave Battle in Vain’ to remember the order of the 
colour wheel.

Post 16 students are working on their own personal 
investigations. Working in the style of their chosen 
artists. Since completing their GCSE, Anil, Mantesh, 
Lona, Hannah and 
Amrit have gained 
skills in different 
media including 
oil painting. All are 
accomplished artists 
and are now able 
to work in a broad 
range of media 
before starting their 
external exam in 
February. Not long 
left to complete 

co u rs ewo r k . 
Dia and Anil 
are planning 
to continue their studies in Art and have 
applied to university. Both now have their own 
portfolios of work and are awaiting interviews 
for their chosen courses.

Ms Stafford and the Art Team.

GCSE groups have been working on skills and 
techniques. Learning a wide variety of skills before 
starting to focus on their main projects. Year 10 have 
created monoprints and drip glue fish. 
Year 11 have had fun drawing from doughnuts, 
photographing them and then eating them. We 
are working in the style of Sarah Graham. We use 
Twitter to promote the work of our students. Sarah 
Graham has taken the time to reply and give positive 
comments. In February we are conducting a zoom 
workshop with the artist, Year 11 are really looking 
forward to working with her. 

Year 9 have been working on Myths and legends for 
their project. Describing their James DeRosso creatures 
to each other,  Year 9 used their oracy skills to create 
little monsters before planning 
their pinch pot monster designs. 
The little creatures are  now 
drying out before going into the 
kilns. DeRosso created the little 
monsters to watch over the kilns 
to keep his designs safe in the 
kiln. 

Year 8 have  been creating 
Day of the Dead sugar 
skulls. Most are completed 
now, just drying out ready 
to be fired and painted.  
Students have learnt 
about the festival creating 
the sugar skulls in the style 
of Thaneeya McArdle.

7

8

9

GCSE

Post 
16

Art and Design



Curriculum 

Year 7 Drama students have been working on 
the introduction to the world of drama, as part 
of the curriculum students explore what makes 

a successful performer, they explore features that 
contribute to the making of production and look at the 
job roles within theatre . One 
of the features was exploring 
the set design, students have 
been learning about model 
boxes influenced by Edward 
Gordan Craig. Here are some 
of the designs students created 
for home work. 
Esa 7B & Zemirah 7A

Our Holyhead family have been working hard 
to develop this year’s Christmas Single… 
Holyheads interpretation of “Jingle Bell Rock” 

This year we have incorporated rapping, singing, 
Ballet, Drama, Dhol drums and choir! As well as staff 
of course ready and waiting to wish our students 
“Merry Christmas”. It is only right to give a huge shout 
out to the music team for their hard work in order to 
make this happen, in particular a huge shout out to 
Mr Brown  for his wonderful production on the track 
and Miss Dhanjal for being our videographer . This 
track will be released to school during tutor time on 
our Culture day! We look forward to sharing this year’s 
single with you in the coming weeks! We would like 
to give a huge shout out to the lyrics written, parts 
performed and filming created with the students! As 
well as the staff who have taken part in it too!

Can you guess what the school production will be... 
 
Crunchem Hall is where they spend most of their 
time , 
it didn’t go down too well when they decided to 
bleach their dads hair!
Honey was by far the favorite……..
Great expectations was their first ever book!?!
 
“I’m right and you’re wrong, I’m big and you’re small, 
and there’s nothing you can do about it.” Who might 
say this? 

Christmas single!

Djembe performance 
at the ICC

Year 11
Suraiya

Joaaliyah
Rajan
Kieran
Amaan
Mariam

Year 8
Shivam

Christian
Jinal

Shehryaar
Nadia

Mohammed
Raymond

On Friday 25th November, Holyhead staff 
attended a CPD event at the ICC with the 
Central Regions School Trust. Due to a change 

in performance at the last minute, we asked students 
in year 8 and 11 to volunteer to give up their day off to 
attend the event and perform for the trust. 
The following students learnt an incredible 
performance in 4 hours, gave up their time to perform 
and did their school and themselves proud in front of 
700 staff.
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Maths
Maths in Action - KS5 trip

On Monday 14th November, 29 of our A Level 
maths students left their books and attended 
an action packed day at Warwick University. 

In five informative, engaging and interactive sessions 
designed to complement the KS5 curriculum a team 
of mathematicians took on the challenge to inspire A 
level students to think beyond the classroom.
Maths in Action included talks on a diverse range of 
topics from statistics and engineering to data science 
and pure mathematics. Students also benefited from a 
session on how to prepare for exam success. It was the 
first time many of the students had seen the Warwick 
University campus which was an inspiring moment for 
them. The students who attended were:

Ibrahim 12C
Khaleel 13A
Rehan 12D
Rajveer 13B
Karan 12H
Musa 13D

Habeeba 12D
Amanprit 13C

Lily 12B 
Issa 12A

Sameer 12D
Tahmina 12A

Waail 12E

Tajwar 12B
Hashim 12F

Attar 12B
Ameera 12C
Prabhjot 12B
Fahima 12C
Dhanish 12D
Sukhvir 12E
Nihal 12F
Umar 12F 
Rishi 12E
Arif 12G

“The 
t r i p 

was a good 
opportunity to 

see more of the 
applications of maths, 

whether they be more on 
the fun side, like video games, 

or more on the serious side, like 
antibiotic resistance. The speakers 

were easy to understand, and effectively 
changed my perspective on mathematics.”

Dhanish 12D

Linear Graphs

I enjoyed learning 
about Substitution, 
Sequences, Linear 

Graphs, Nth Term and 
linking into the equation 
of a line. It was fun to 
plot the points and 
connect them to form 
a line. The different 
functions were plotted 
using various colours 
to see the end result 
of my work. Moreover, 

it was interesting to deduce information from our 
graphs and realise the similarities and differences 
between each of the lines and functions. The beauty 
of Mathematics astounds me, the investigative work 
allows me to discover and develop critical analysis and 
reasoning skills. 
Suniya 8C

“ T h e 
trip was an 

unmissable opportunity. 
Allowing us to experience the 

teaching styles of higher education at 
none other than the renowned Warwick 

University - a future many of us wish to 
pursue, so it was like a dream come true. We 
had a series of lectures introducing us to some 
advanced, but accessible, topic areas in 

mathematics such as game theory and nth 
dimension shapes. They all piqued my 

interest and further developed 
my passion for maths.” 

Sameer 12D
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UKMT Senior Challenge

The Senior Mathematical Challenge (SMC) is 
run by the UK Mathematics Trust. The SMC 
encourages mathematical reasoning, precision 

of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems. It is aimed 
at those in full-time education and with sufficient 
mathematical competence to undertake a post-16 

course. Certificates are awarded to 
the highest scoring 60% of candidates 
(Gold:Silver:Bronze, 1:2:3).

“The UKMT was a fantastic opportunity 
to engage in mathematics at a more 

challenging level. I am proud to have achieved a 
Silver award this year after achieving Bronze last year 
as well as achieving the highest mark in the school.” 
Rajveer 13B

Well done to all students who took part in the Senior Challenge!
Mrs Anwar

Ikhlas 13F, Nihal 12F, Arif 12G and Abid 12E

Rajveer 13B, Ahmad 13A, Amanprit 13C, Khaleel 13A 
and Dhanish 12D

to our Award Winners: 

Silver Awards

Bronze Awards

Mrs Lloyd and I run a lunchtime maths club called 
‘Maths Clinic’. Students are able to drop in for extra 
support, do extra maths or complete homework. We 
have had a steady stream of students from all year 
groups drop in for various reasons to improve their 
maths. The club runs every Thursday lunchtime, 
between 1:10pm and 1:50pm in room 208 and is open 
for all year groups.
Miss Jandu

Maths Clinic

Let’s nail a 9 is 
an excellent 
lunchtime club that 

allows me to tackle the 
challenging maths such 
as solving Simultaneous 
Equations with a 
Quadratic. Moreover, 
I feel it will help me to 
achieve a grade 9 and 
prepare for Advanced 
level Mathematics. 
Rsophia 11A

Let’s nail a 9 Booster Club

‘COP 27’

During the Tutor Quiz ‘COP 27’ students engaged 
in the climate change and the environment 
conference. The winning Tutor Groups were as 

follows:
8C - Mr Rahman

8H - Miss Bradley
9D - Mrs Alaudeen & Mrs Geddes

10D - Mr Bloomer





The following students earnt the right to go to 
Drayton Manor on the 29th September 2022. 
They were selected based upon the 

fact that they met the criteria, which was:

• Achieved most myPoints
• Positive behaviour and conduct around 
school
• Positive progress demonstrated through 
academic profiles and assessment results.

Yes, I Can
Pakistani Boys Mentoring

On the back of the success of the Yes I Can, Black 
Caribbean Boys mentoring project, Mr A Khan - 
Head of Year 8 and Mr M Rahman - Teacher of 

Maths were assigned with the responsibility of leading 
a similar project for Pakistani Boys. For a number of 
years, Pakistani boys have been underperforming 
across the country.

On Thursday 6th October, we invited parents and their 
child into school to launch this programme. The turnout 
from the parents was very impressive and totalled to 
54. Everyone came together with one objective; to be 
part of a positive change in the growth and 
development of Pakistani boys. As part of the 
event, Mr Knox and Mr Trafford gave motivational and 
inspirational speeches; underlying the significance 
of the project and what they hoped it would bring 
for the next generation. In addition to this, Mr Mohr 
- Teacher of Science and Former Holyhead student, 
gave his insight about the school and how it shaped 
him into the man he is today. Mr F Khan emphasised 
on the importance of the role of a mentor and how 
they would work with the children in giving them 
invaluable care, guidance and strategies on ensuring 
they’re able to be the best version of themselves. 
Finally, the microphone was handed to ‘Mr Holyhead’ 
himself and as the students call him, Mr Tariq. A very 
heartwarming, impulsive and influential speech was 
to follow. 

The presentation and speeches were followed by 
questions and answers from parents and carers, 
where they were able to understand the purpose of 
the project and realise its potential. 

As part of building an engaging and stimulating 
environment, various board games were organised 
such as carrom board, snakes and ladders, cards, ludo 
and the game that every Pakistani loves; cricket. An 
evening that promised so much energy, enthusiasm 
and positivity; certainly lived up to expectations. It was 
fascinating to say the least and members of the public 
stayed behind to help tidy up as part of showing their 
appreciation and gratitude. 

Our vision:

Staff going the extra mile to ensure Pakistani boys 
are no longer a negative statistic underachieving in 
education. 

We will do this through a long term mentor program 
which will cater for the students’ holistic needs. 

Objectives

• To remove barriers to learning
• To increase pupil progress and attainment levels
• To create a positive growth mindset 
• To boost motivation and morale
• To instil self belief and self confidence
• To develop and inspire the next generation of leaders

Strategies

• Parental engagement 
• Students to be put forward for the mentoring 
programme
• Mentors
• Maintain high level of communication with teaching 
and associate staff
• Mentoring Spreadsheet
• Feedback to parents and regular communication

Mr A Khan 17



Girls’ PE

It has been a busy start to the new school year for the 
PE Department.  In the first half term, the girls took 
part in intercollegiate netball and the boys took part 

in Basketball. These were well attended and after the 
first competitions, Corwen College were in the lead 
with 20   points, closely followed by Oswestry on 19 
points.

The second round of intercollege 
competitions included Basketball 
for the girls and Football for the 
boys. There were lots of closely 
fought games, and the current 
overall College points are very close 
with Corwen on 37 points, Meriden 
on 36 points, Oswestry on 35 and 

Basketball Officiating
5 of Holyhead’s Year 10 boys 
have been selected to complete 
their Basketball Level 1 
officiating qualification.  These 
boys have been selected due to 
having a very keen interest in 
Basketball, and attending extra 
curricular Basketball Club.  They 
will be trained by coaches from 
Birmingham Bullets Basketball 
Club, and once qualified, they will 
officiate the School Games 3v3 
Finals tournaments in February 
2023.

Ten Pin Bowling
A selection of Holyhead students were chosen to take 
part in a Ten Pin Bowling competition in Acocks Green 
Bowl. They competed against several local schools, 
and narrowly missed out on winning the whole 
competition by just 2 points. 
Arif Khan in year 10 got an award for the highest overall 
score and for scoring the most strikes and spares. It 
was a fantastic competition, and great experience for 
our students.

Mrs C Gill

The Aston Schools’ 
competitions also got 
underway with Holyhead hosting 
the girls’ Aston School’s 6 - a - side 
Football Tournaments. Holyhead 
played some great football and our 
year 11 team came 2nd, with Year 8, 
9 and 10 finishing third.  

Well done to all of the girls who took part.  
The Aston Schools competitions continue after 
Christmas with Indoor Athletics, Basketball and 
Netball.

West Bromwich Albion FC
The Under13 Girls football team have been invited 
to take part in the ECL football tournament at 
the Hawthorns on 7th December. They will play 
in a tournament against 14 teams from the local 
surrounding area.  The winning team will represent 
WBA in the regional finals. Good luck to all the girls 

involved.
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Football
Year 7 and 8 have been working hard in their first term 
of football training. Mr Prentice and Mr Mills have 
been putting them through their paces and preparing 
them for the season ahead. Year 7 kicked off their 
season with a brave performance in the torrential rain 
and blustery winds but came up short to a solid George 
Dixon who won 2-0. We felt our team showed great 
character, battling the weather, showing resilience in 
a tough match and yet still motivated and encouraged 
each other from the first to last whistle. Well done 
boys you are a credit to Holyhead School. Year 8/9/10 
will be having games in the next few weeks, which 
we very much look forward to seeing their hard work 
in training pay off with some good performances. As 
always, please keep coming to training, each student 
will get their chance if they are working hard in lessons 
and on the training pitch!! “The strength of the team 
is each individual member. The strength of each 
member is the team.” - David Beckham (Football)

Basketball

Year 7 & 8 have been training well for their preparation 
of the Basketball season starting before Christmas. 
Each player is working hard to learn new skills and 
develop their learning in a sport that is so fun to 
participate in! Year 7 will be entering the Jr NBA 
where they will be representing the school as the New 
Orleans Pelicans! They will receive a free kit and are 
very much looking forward to wearing it out on court! 
The KS4 Holyhead basketball team have been training 
twice a week to get ready to take on their opponents 
in their first games of the season this term. All of 
the 7:30am starts have been beneficial so far as 
the progression they have made already has been 
outstanding. Mr Prentice is finding it hard to choose 
his first squad of 10 due to all 18 of them deserving a 
place! As always, there is plenty of game time to have, 
keep working hard and showing respect, responsibility 
and resilience and you will be successful. 

Mr J Prentice

Boys’ PE



40 Year 7 students visited the Warner Bros. Studios during the 
Dark Arts exhibition. We learnt about how to write a short 
story and were shown some exclusive props from the movies. 

This was a very exciting experience, as we got to see how much went 
into the making of the films and how there were so many different 
people involved, with varying skill sets. This visit inspired me to 
think about a lot of different career paths in the creative industry. 

Princewill 8H



If you have any problems with ParentPay or need to register 
please email 

sseniaray@holyheadschool.org.uk 
or 

contact the school on 0121 523 1960 and ask to speak to 
Mrs Seniaray

Have you logged into 
Arbor &

Parent Pay

If you have not successfully logged into Arbor please email 
arbor-support@holyheadschool.org.uk 

stating the following:

- Your child’s full name and form
- Child’s date of birth

- Parent/carers own name
- Your relationship to the child



The Year 12’s started the year off with an 
inspirational workshop with Ibrahim from Push. 
The workshop included a range of character 

building activities and exercises as well as a Q&A 
session all about starting Sixth Form, careers  and 
beyond. Students thoroughly enjoyed the talk and 
were left excited about starting their studies as the 
new Year 12 at Holyhead Sixth form!

Ms Gordon 
Head of Year 12

The Year 13’s 
have returned 
to school 

with a positive 
focus and many are 
ready to take on the 
challenges that this 
year will bring.

For many students, 
intervention and 
revision sessions 
have started to 
prepare them for 
the November and 
January assessments. 

The number of students taking up these opportunities 
is growing and it is exciting to see students working 
towards their potential.

Personal statements have been written by the 
students in preparation for applying for universities, 
apprenticeship and careers after they leave Holyhead. 
In addition to this it is wonderful to see more students 
doing virtual work experience and additional massive 
open online courses (MOOCs). I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Year 13 teachers for providing 
references for the students. I would like to say thank 
you to the Year 13 form tutors for their support and 
dedication to helping students with their personal 
statements and collating the subject references that 
have been provided. 

As a result, UCAS applications 
are well underway and 
Mr James is working hard 
to check and send the 
applications off, and I am 

delighted to announce that students have started to 
receive offers. Even more exciting is the number of 
applications to Russell Group Universities including 
the University of Birmingham and Durham University.

This term has also seen the introduction of new Year 
13 Prefects. Their role will be to assist in the smooth 
running of the school and look to help the new Year 7’s 
to settle into Holyhead life. This is a big responsibility 
for the students and the skills that they learn I hope 
will be useful 
when they leave 
the school.

I am proud to 
announce the 
formation of 
the new Year 13 
student council. 
Led by Gia and 
assisted by Akeel their job will be to make positive 
changes to the sixth form experience. Over the coming 
months they will be looking at opportunities to raise 
money for charity and start to formulate ideas for 
their end of year celebrations.

I am really proud of their attitude and determination 
to succeed at the moment.
You’re doing great Year 13, keep 
going.

Mr Mills
Head of Year 13
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To support the students to make their choices a trip was arranged to 
Edgbaston earlier in the term. It was a fantastic opportunity for the 
students to meet representatives from different pathways and discuss 

the concerns or find out more information about what is available to them. 
There was definite excitement on the way back to school with many students 
discussing what they were going to do to achieve their goals, and it also gave 
them plenty of time to  compare how much free stuff they got.

“Attending 
the university 

event was quite educational. 
Numerous universities attended 

which allowed us to gain information 
entailing our course of interest and the entry 

requirements needed to pursue the degree. They 
provided us with a tonne of beneficial products 
to take home and use at our leisure. Overall, the 

event was beneficial and helped me acknowledge 
what I must accomplish in order to attend the 

university of my choice. It was useful to me 
and my peers in order to gain a more clear 

and in depth understanding of what 
is needed for the future.” 

Amrit 13E

“I gathered key information regarding the different 
universities and apprenticeships which are available 
to students today. This event enhanced my knowledge 
on my future prospects and has enabled me to plan 
more wisely towards the next stage of my career. I had 
the opportunity to talk to various higher education 
establishments, where the representatives were 
cooperative and provided me with guidance in regards 
to future learning choices. This experience allowed 
me to receive a greater judgement on attending 
university and to explore other options for my future 
choices. This experience was very helpful and it has 
provided me with key information and guidance on 
where I would like to be in 5 years time.”
Karan 13G

“ We had the amazing 
opportunity to visit the 
UK universities fair in 

Edgbaston.
It allowed me to explore all 
the pathways which were 
available to me, and talk to 
different universities about 
what they have to offer. 
They were all very helpful 
and answered any questions 
which we wanted to know.
As well as this they had 
seminars which gave 
great tips on writing a 
good personal statement 
and completing UCAS 
applications which was very 
informative 
Overall it was a brilliant day 
which has helped me in 
making choices about my 
future!”
Riah 13F

UK Universities and Apprenticeship Fair 
at Edgbaston Cricket Ground



Anti-Bullying week was launched with 
a bang! This year, the theme was 
“Reach Out” and we emphasised the 

importance of speaking up and not being a 
bystander. At Holyhead, we believe that every 
student should feel safe and having someone 
to speak to is very important. Our Ambassadors 
are trained to help speak to students who are 
being bullied and work closely with them to 
help make them feel comfortable. Thank you 
to all the students and staff who were involved 
in the creation of the assembly video, which 
perfectly showcased the message of 

“Reach Out.” 
Please welcome our new Ambassadors: 

Year 9:
Mobasshar, Kadisha, Aneequr, Thasnia, 
Devandre, Jay, Jagoda, Mohammad, Arissah. 

Year 12: 
Tanish, Taaranjot, Nazifa, Radiyah, Varandeep, 

Dia, Mustapha and Mavish.

Miss Aziz

Anti- Bullying Week

The Road Safety workshop gave students a detailed 
insight into the consequences of certain actions that we 
unconsciously do as well other dangers that we could 

face. I think it was great to experience since we were able to 
have a firsthand view of a simulation where a crash occurs due 
to the negligence of the driver and the passengers inside. We 
were first introduced by a member of the Fire Service who then 
informed us of facts about road safety. We then had the chance 

to use virtual reality headsets to 
have a detailed experience of a 
head-on collision whilst being 
a passenger. We then ended 
off with using goggles which 
reenacted to what it is like to be 
under the influence of drugs and 
alcohol. Overall, it was a great 
experience and it was a privilege 
to learn more about road safety. 

A massive thanks to Arron 
Lennon, West Midlands Fire 
Service for delivering this Road 
Safety Workshop to our students.
Tanish 12F

Every Choice Counts



One thing I love about Holyhead school is our 
resilience and determination. Come rain or 
shine, we as a community,  find ways to express 

diversity through celebrations and enrichment. That is 
why, on the festive day of Diwali & Bandi Chhor Divas, 
despite the rain, we celebrated with beautiful rangoli, 
mehndi and diva making workshops, alongside upbeat 
Bhangra. With Dhol playing in the background and 
Taaranjot and Gia dancing up front, Holyhead danced, 
cheered and celebrated the importance of the day. 

Nazifa

Diwali
Bandi Chhor Divas

&
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Holyhead marked 
Islamophobia Awareness 
Month (IAM) this year 

with an array of activities in 
school!

IAM is a campaign which was 
founded in 2012 by a group of 

Muslim organisations. It aims to showcase the positive 
contributions of Muslims as well as raise awareness 
of Islamophobia in society. This November marked 10 
years of IAM and the theme was #tacklingdenial.

Sadly, hate crime has continued to increase year on 
year in the UK and nearly half of all religious hate 
crime is directed at Muslims. We want our students 
to be aware of what Islamophobia and other types of 
religious hate crime are, what it may look like and we 
also want them to know what to do if ever faced with 
this.

The activities were led by Miss Khatun and Miss 
Hussain and they included;

1. A Tutor Time lesson for all 
students to raise awareness of 
Islamophobia, why it exists and 
how to report it

2. A ‘My Hijab is my Crown’ 
workshop where a popular 
Birmingham based Hijab Stylist 
visited the school to demonstrate a range of hijab 
styles which are commonly worn within various 
cultures. Students thoroughly enjoyed the workshop 

and told us they felt ‘proud’ and 
‘empowered’ and they were 
keen to ask the stylist to come 
back!

3. A Calligraphy Club during 
lunchtime where students were 

able to practise their calligraphy skills!

4. A staff event called ‘Ask me, 
I’m a Muslim’ which presented 
all staff with the opportunity 
to have a coffee and chat with 
a Muslim member of staff on 
what being a Muslim means 
to them! This was a really 
lovely, open and welcoming 
space to ask questions, learn 
about Islam and address any 
misconceptions. 

Christmas at Holyhead

The annual Holyhead Christmas Food Drive is 
back and we’ve already received some amazing 
contributions from staff, students and visitors!

This year, Food Banks are struggling more than ever 
due to the Cost of Living Crisis. Sadly, many families in 
our local community are struggling to pay their bills, 
afford food and toiletries and so we are once again 
supporting The New Life Wesleyan Church which 
works with the Trussell Trust.

In the final week of November, Miss Dore and I delivered 
an assembly to launch our Food 
Drive. They covered what the 
Cost of Living Crisis is and how 
it is affecting us here in the UK. 
Students looked at the ‘Golden 
Rule’ of religions and discussed 
why showing love and care for 
one another is important for all people, religious or 
not. Students also learnt about The Trussell Trust and 
how we can support our local church and community 
by supporting the Food Drive. 

The Food Drive fits in very well with our values at 
Holyhead;

Character: by being aware of issues of poverty around 
you and doing something pro-active to help support 
people in their time of need shows great character

Community: by bringing in just one item or raising 
awareness through word of 
mouth, you will be supporting 
a family in your community in 
more ways than you can imagine

Care: by empathising with others 
and raising awareness about 
poverty shows that you really 
care about doing something to 
support those in need

Creativity: by being creative 
with the types of food you bring 
in. You could even design a poster to attach to the 
donation boxes!

Everyone is welcome to take part, whether that be by 
bringing in donations, raising awareness or creating 
posters to attach to the donation boxes!
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As students, it is important to remember 
the past and to commemorate those who 
made today possible. This is why Holyhead 

created an opportunity for us, as students, to meet 
those who have served in the army and for them 
to meet us. While serving coffee and tea, made 
by me, to the soldiers and commanders, I learned 
new interesting facts about them. Some had even 
served for up to 30 years! We also learned how 
different ranking soldiers have different gloves 
made for their individual roles. That’s so cool! I 
gained valuable skills, such as: communication skills 
and hopefully tea making skills! 

Nazifa

Birmingham City Mission

Birmingham City Mission will be making a return 
this year with John Platt, James Lawton and Peter 
Mallet from the Youth Team visiting Holyhead to 

deliver sessions on Christmas to our Year 8 students 
in RE. 

The year group has been studying a unit on ‘Festivals’ 
looking at both religious and secular festivals around the 
world which includes: Kumbh Mela, Bandi Chhor Divas, 
Eid ul Fitr, Day of the Dead, Passover and Christmas! 

Miss Khatun

Remembrance day

Thankyou to all our visitors for supporting the event.
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