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If you have any urgent safeguarding issues or concerns about any child at our school, please
contact the school on 0121 523 1960 or via email and ask to speak to one of the Designated

Safeguarding Team.

In this month’s issue we look at:

● Our Designated Safeguarding Leads

● Understanding Child-on-Child abuse

● Child Criminal Exploitation CCE: An
Understanding

● Parent survival guide to your child
starting secondary school

● Talking to Your Child about Knife Crime

● Online Safety: Group Chat Apps

This month we are looking at the importance of talking to your child about knife crime and how to
stay safe in online group chats. This comes from a BBC survey which found that nearly half (46%)
of 2,000 young people aged 13 to 18 are worried about knife crime in their local area, with 31%



worried about it in their school. The poll also found that 37% of the teens surveyed were
messaging people online that they don’t know, up 6% from last year’s figures.

Parent Survival Guide to Your Child Starting Secondary School

Survival guide

How to help with those first few weeks at Holyhead school.

● Show your confidence in your child so that they believe in their own confidence. Avoid taking
over tasks that they can do themselves – it can sometimes be hard to hold back on trying to
help.

● Be ready to listen, but don’t expect your, “how has your day been?” end-of-day question to be
answered. Just be there when your child wants to talk, so that if they have a tough day or a
worry, they know you are available.

● If your child feels they are being bullied or tells you of a circumstance that you consider to be
bullying, contact our safeguarding team on 0121 523 1960 for a confidential conversation to
deal with this.

● Subtly increase your child’s independence with practical experiences such as popping out to the
shops or getting them to take more responsibilities like getting their own school uniform ready

Cheat sheet

The easy-wins and simple changes to make the transition to secondary school run smoothly.

● Make sure you are signed up to the school Arbor portal which has all the information you need –
how your child has been behaving, what homework they have and what exams they have
coming up.

● Practise the journey to school, particularly if it involves public transport or a new route to walk.
● Go through that school checklist together so that they have everything they need. Go stationery

shopping together if necessary.
● Name everything! Lost property is more likely to get back to your child if it is clearly named.
● Photocopy or take a photo of their timetable in case it gets lost. They could also take a photo on

their phone and save it as their background - that way they’ll never be without it!
● Make sure they get to bed in good time without any electronic devices, and they have a water

bottle and a healthy snack for topping up during their school day too – the first week will be very
tiring.
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