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Autumn Term 2019 Edition of ‘Pulse,’ 
Holyhead’s Termly Magazine
Principal’s Foreword

I am pleased to see the newly appointed Head Boy and Head Girl, 
Amritpaul and Romiqua on the front cover of this edition.  They are 
great role models and ambassadors for the community.  What they 

have achieved is truly fantastic!

It’s been a great Autumn Term with lots going on, as usual.  This 
edition is packed with events, activities and experiences that really 
capture the magic of Holyhead.

This year’s Black History Month Showcase was a particular highlight.  
It’s amazing when the whole school community comes together 
in such an inspiring and powerful way.  It’s also been a term rich 
in cultural celebration with students of all faiths learning about 
and engaging in Diwali and Bandi Chhor celebrations.  We also 
recognised the 550th birthday of Guru Nanak Dev JI.

Thank you to all the staff and students who have made such an 
amazing term possible.

Merry Christmas

Mr Trafford

December 2019



There is no doubt about 
it that Sixth Form is a 
stressful period of time, 

the heavy bags and incredible 
workload is enough to wear 
you down. However, our 
incredible Sixth Form Team 
organise exhilarating and 
somewhat hilarious activities 
throughout the year in order 
for us to stay alert and to 
differ away from the difficult 
stresses of everyday student 
life.

On Friday 11th of October, a salsa 
instructor by the name Reynier 
Vicet Delis from Cuba was invited 
to teach our Year 12s and Year 13s 
the art of salsa which was for some 
of us a somewhat complicated 
and nerve-racking experience. It 
was also incredibly amusing and 
enjoyable. We partnered up with 
friends and peers and were taught 
the simple steps of salsa as well 
as the fascinating culture it comes 
from. Despite the awkwardness, 
through salsa we were able 
to make some new friends as 
everybody around us was trying 
something new, we all had found 
common ground and managed to 
build a sense of trust.

From this, we were able to master 
the perplexing dance and found to 
discover Miss Gordon’s astounding 
salsa skills whilst showing off at 
the end. These experiences are 
organized to help us get away 
from the stresses of student life 
even if it is only for an hour, but 
besides that, we were able to get 
to know  people, learn something 
new and still have some fun.

Salsa & Rumba Dance WorkshopSalsa & Rumba Dance Workshop

Sixth Form 
students 
promote the 
importance 
of well-being 
while taking 
part in 
Afro-Cuban 
Salsa dance 
workshop.
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‘Mental Health is not a 
personal failure, it’s a priority’

On October 10 2019 it was 
Mental Health Awareness 
Day in which millions of 

people globally participated 
in this broad event. Thousands 
of schools, including Holyhead 
School, engaged in this occasion 
(#HelloYellow). It was brilliant 
how many students took part in 
this phenomenal event. Students 
wore yellow to show their 
support and consideration for 
mental health awareness. 

What is mental health 
some may ask? Is 
it only subject to 
specific people? 
Mental health is the 
psychological well-
being or absence 
of mental illness, 
which includes our 
feelings, emotions 
and moods. Many 
people believe that 
mental health is not as 
important as your physical 
health, but in some cases, it is 
more pivotal than your physical 
health because it helps keep our 
bodies functioning. Our mental 
health contributes towards our 
overall health through various 
ways; psychologically, emotionally 
and social well-being. It also 
affects how we perform our daily 
activities. Our behaviour and 
mood can impact on how we 
make choices and decisions. Life 
experiences or just a family history 
of mental health problems have 
an impact on the way we perceive 
the world because it provides us 
with a broader picture. In some 
cases, those with mental health 
problems are prone to the notion 
that they are insignificant or 
worthless. This is why it is highly 
significant that we treat all people 
in a compassionate manner, even 
strangers - you do not know what 

they are going through. Some 
of the most common types of 
mental illness include anxiety 
and depression. These could 
contribute towards factors like 
stress which increases your blood 
pressure and it is an instigator 
of other mental health problems 
which is fatal.

Mental health 
is a serious issue and we must 
show our solidarity with all those 
who are suffering. It is important 
that we talk to those around us, 
especially if we notice something 
different. For example, do you 
think your friend is isolating 
themselves, or refusing to engage 
in activities they used to enjoy? If 
so you must encourage them to 
contact the safeguarding leaders 
in the school.

Mental health is very impactful 
to the mind it also has a direct 
effect on the way people socialise 
and interact with others. A study 
shows that people with mental 
health problems are more likely to 
suffer from unemployment than 
those who haven’t got mental 
health issues, but why is this? 

It could be linked to the way 
people communicate and 

their lack of confidence. 
Even so, we need to be 

the generation that 
educates others 
about mental 
health issues and 
understand that 
if untreated the 
matter will get 
serious over time.

- Jasmine (12G) 
says,

‘I think that wearing 
yellow showed that mental 

health was becoming more 
acknowledged, and the effects 
that mental health has on people. 
The colour yellow is bright, and 
it’s about bringing light to a 
problem - it is about bringing a 
global issue to life.
I believe that it is important to be 
supportive to those around us, 
help them to overcome stigma by 
talking to friends and eventually 
they will open up more.’

- Prince Harry (Duke of Sussex) 
urged,
‘Guys, this World Mental Health 
day, reach out, make sure that 
your friends, strangers - look 
out for anybody that might be 
suffering in silence’

We interviewed Miss Mistry about 
mental health and this is what she 
had to say:
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What does mental 
health mean to you?

It is the state of a healthy mind 
and it is the ability to handle 
your emotions in a capable way. 

Mental health is the sum of how 
emotionally equipped someone 
is. It is also whether your mind 
is functioning well and how 
someone’s social wellbeing is.

How did you 
organise this event 
and what was your 

role in it?

An announcement was given 
to all staff and posters were 
given to all students and 

they were showcased around the 
school. Young students were asked 
to fill out positive quotes which 
were displayed on boards.  It is 
pivotal that we raise awareness 
for the charity of young minds 
and encourage everyone to wear 
their yellow clothing. It fits in well 
with the school ethos ‘Teach What 
Matters’, by teaching important 
topics outside the school 
curriculum. Fundraisings also took 
place in school ie samosas and 
cake sales. With the help of RSA8 
students, we managed to raise 
£400. The students also wore 
yellow roses.

What did wearing 
yellow mean to 

you?

Actions you can 
take

If it is you who feels like they are 
a victim of any mental health 
problems, it is important that 

you consider this a serious issue 
and seek immediate advice. There 
are various different ways that you 
can communicate with someone 
and gain crucial advice. Here are 
some mental health helplines 
and websites that offer expert 
advice on a daily basis, if you are 
concerned about yourself or a 
loved one:

•	 Anxiety UK: 03444 775 774  
(www.anxietyuk.org.uk)

•	 CALM: 0800 58 58 58  (www.
thecalmzone.net)

•	 Mental Health Foundation:  
(www.mentalhealth.org.uk)

•	 Young Minds: 0808 802 5544  
(www.youngminds.org.uk)

•	 Childline: 0800 1111  (www.
childline.org.uk)

•	 In schools, there are always 
people you could go to, such as 
the safeguarding leaders and 
in Holyhead, we have a team 
of safeguarding leaders such as 
Mrs Denny and Mrs Wharton.

It is not just about educating 
yourself about mental health. 
Fundamentally, these programmes 
are designed to help you take 
control of your health, by 
learning new skills like, talking 
about your thoughts and 
problems to mutual people 
and forming relationships - an 
essential skill for personal 
development. Over time, this 
will help you or your loved 
one manage 
the condition 
more easily 
on a daily 
basis. The 
Mental Health 
Foundation 
and Self 
Management 
UK, offer 
courses for all 
types of health 

conditions including anxiety, 
depression and stress.

Glenn Close (Actor) says,
‘What mental health needs is more 
sunlight, more candour, more 
unashamed conversation’.

This article was written by Amrita 
12F, Nailah 12B and Pavneet 12B
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Holyhead is an exceptional school, we know that, and schoolchildren 
from both private and government funded schools have an equal 
amount of potential but those who go to a government funded 

schools are not provided with an equal number of resources as those who 
go to an independent school. Government funded schools find it difficult to 
provide the same education as private schools. Research has shown that students 
in private schools have higher grades in GCSE the highest a private school had 
was 81.3 and the highest in a government funded school was 71.7 You can see 
the obvious difference. Is this down to money?

Most school children in independent schools have the same abilities as 
government funded schools but better facilities make them push for a better 
future. Some children in a normal school are very bright, but can’t achieve their 
goals as the school may not have enough facilities for their students. Is this fair?

Speaking to a Year 7 student, he said, “My cousin in a private school originally 
couldn’t do simple algebra, now he’s the smartest student at school. My brother 
goes to a normal school but he doesn’t really come close to my cousin in 
intellect.”

A recent article asked, “Why do you think famous actor Michael Douglas is one 
of the most talented people in the world?” Because he went to a private school 
giving him more life chances. Another famous person who went to a private 
school is Donald Trump and he is the president of the US. And you will find many 
more cases like this.

Overall, this is an unfair matter and government funded schools should be able 
to have the same privileges as independent schools. Parents should lobby their 
MPs for better conditions.
Wasim 7D

Is Holyhead getting a good deal from the Government?

Government funded schools should be able to have 
the same privileges as independent schools. Parents 
should lobby their MPs for better conditions.

Privileges of Private Schools



In October a group of Year 11 students were given a great 
opportunity to attend the Royal Television Society “Careers in TV” 
event at Edgbaston Stadium. The group was a mixture of GCSE 

Media Studies students but also Year 11 students who had expressed 
an interest in pursuing careers in front of or behind the camera.

Students were initially given time to explore the careers fair and speak to 
industry professionals from local TV companies and organisations such as 
the Channel 4 and ITV as well as representatives from local and national 
universities that run courses in media and film. A couple of stalls that 
proved exceptionally popular were provided by the BBC where a make-up 
artist took the time to add wounds and scars to students’ faces and where 
students had time to be creative in front of a ‘green screen’.

Later on in the day students spent time at talks from industry professionals 
such as the BBC Reporter /presenter Satnam Rana from Midlands Today 
was there, also Trish Adudu. These included a panel session about how to 
get into entertainment TV. Students could listen to crucial advice on how 
to break into the industry from the producers of programmes such as The 
Voice and X Factor. And there was a session where students were given 
tips on how to film content using just the technology available on their 
smartphones.

All in all, the students had a really interesting and fun day, they were 
a credit to the school and local community in how they conducted 
themselves.

M
E

D
IA

Year 11 students attend the Royal Television Society “Careers in TV” event at Edgbaston Stadium.
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What if… we never learnt how to speak 
different languages? The MFL department asked 
this question in assembly for the European Day 
of Languages on 26th September. We held an 
event with lots of fun and engaging activities 
for our pupils to enjoy : hunt the teacher, jenga, 
giant noughts and crosses and face painting. Our 
pupils celebrated languages in style at Holyhead! 
Vive les langues!

The French department took about 20 Year 
11 pupils to Café Rouge in Harborne on 17th 
October for them to enjoy a French breakfast 
experience. A chance for them to practise their 
speaking skills by ordering food and drinks in 
French. They also practised their exam skills by 
asking and answering questions in a role play at a 
restaurant. Quel régal! 

MFL   9
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This week I took part 
in the new Sixth form 

cooking club that Ms Gordon & Mrs 
McKinney had organised as many students had 

requested for a club in which we could cook. We made 
cajun chicken alfredo and it was actually quite easy to make and it tasted 

amazing. The thing I enjoyed the most was that everyone was getting 
involved and we were all enjoying it. The club will run every Wednesday 
after school and each week we will learn new skills and recipes to help us 
in the future, this will be especially useful for when we move to university!

Simran 13D

Sixth Form 
Cookery Club

SIXTH FORM 10



Sewing club started last year, with 

very little equipment, so we started 

by learning some hand sewing 

techniques, making little drawstring bags.  

We learned about French seams, and how 

to sew a nearly invisible hem.

This year we started to make clothes, and we 

have a couple of very old sewing machines 

[one is 100 years old] to work with, plus lots 

more useful gadgets and tools.

We’re now absolutely jam-packed with so many people coming along, 

so can’t take anyone else in, but I’m working on a plan to expand to 

give more of you the chance to learn this very useful life skill.

Mrs Sabin-SImpson

Here’s a review by Sonia, Leya, Afroza, Afrina and 

Prisha, Year 8:

Last year, when I was in Year 7, sewing club was 

amazing.  We had lots of fun.  We made bags out 

of fabric and we had to sew by hand; it took us ages 

but it was still really fun.

This year we made something 

even better, it’s a type of 

clothing.  Did you guess it yet?  

It’s…trousers!

I know what you’re thinking- it’s 

nothing special, but we still 

had lots of fun.  This time, 

the sewing part is easier 

because we are using sewing 

machines.  It’s not hard, and it 

makes it way faster to sew.

We’re still in progress, but 

we will finish soon!

I can’t wait to finish my trousers!  By the way, 

we are also going to make tops to go with 

our trousers, but we haven’t started those yet, but 

we will soon!
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During the Aston University 
visit students were able 
to identify the different 

elements that the government 
has identified. There is a 
shortage of qualified graduates 
in the area of cybersecurity, 
calling it a ‘national vulnerability 
that must be resolved’ in its 
National Cybersecurity Strategy. 

The students from our school were 
able to identify new programmes 
that will address the growing skills 
gap by training students in the 
identification and mitigation of 
security threats. Students were 
also able  to gain the necessary 
technical knowledge and software 
engineering skills to ensure that 
organisations can keep their 
business customers safe. Students 
were also involved in a practical 
orientation of the programme, 
and industry input that will enable 
students to gain the required 
range of professional skills need to 
start a career in cybersecurity.

Our students out of 10 schools 
were the first ones to break the 
Cyber Security code!!!

Pictures: Science students attending the Cyber 
Security convention at Aston University.
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During the Price 
Waterhouse Cooper 
(PWC) visit, we 

discovered that their mission 
is to build trust in society and 
solve important problems. 
It is this focus which informs 
the services we provide and 
the decisions we make. It is 
also demonstrating genuine 
leadership is more important 
to us than size or short term 
revenue growth.

In order for PWC to achieve this, 
their aim is to be recognised 
as the leading professional 
services firm’ as they must be 
innovative, responsible and attract 
outstanding people.

PWC’s strategy is therefore built 
around five priorities:

• Be technologically enabled.
• Deliver exceptional value  
 to our clients.
• Empower our people.
• Lead by example.
• Invest in sustainable   
 growth.

Attracting the right talent 
continues to be paramount and as 
a progressive employer PWC will 
continue to develop a diverse and 
agile workforce.

Students’ responses were: “wow, 
£9:50 per hour”, “I can’t wait to 
sign up for work experience with 
the company”.

Students were thrilled with the 
fact that the company offered 
undergraduates programs and 
PAID work experience during the 
summer.

PWC
Event

Students 
were thrilled 
with the 
fact that the 
company 
offered 
undergrad 
programs and 
PAID work 
experience 
during the 
summer.

“
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On Wednesday 13th November 
Year 11, 12 and 13 Geography 
students took part in a 

competition to create the most 
sustainable urban area, hosted by the 
Urban Land Institute. The students 
worked in groups of 6, where they were 
all assigned their own specific roles.

It was a challenge for our groups as not 
only did they have to be creative, they had 
to meet a brief, stay within budget and 
convince two industry experts that their 
plans were the best plans. The students 
had only 3 hours to create their urban 
area, plan their presentation and practice 
their presentation before presenting 
to a qualified planner and solicitor. All 
students involved showed great resilience, 
leadership and communication skills to 
work together as a team. Well done all!

Congratulations to the winning group: 
Fowjia, Teodora, Alishah, Malisha and 
Amy. Their urban plan included fantastic 
features which were inclusive to all. They 
have won an all-expenses paid trip to 

London where they will 
get to meet many 

professionals 
who work in 
the planning 
field.

Geography’s Urban Plan Workshop: Student 
groups create their planned urban area.
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On Friday the 15th 
of November, the 
Year 13 English 

class, alongside Mr Maxwell 
and Miss Moore had the 
privilege of watching a 
production of A Streetcar 
Named Desire at the 
Crescent Theatre, directed 
by James David Knapp. A 
classic tale of pain, tragedy, 
loss and the ruthlessness of 
time, moving continuously 
forward and leaving people 
behind.

Tennesse William’s masterpiece, A 
Streetcar named Desire perfectly 
captures the melting pot of New 
Orleans, the loss of old Southern 
American ideals and the classist 
power struggle deeply embedded 
in American culture all within one 
apartment building - the home 
of Mr Stanley Kolalski, Mrs Stella 
Kolalski and their lodger, our 
protagonist, Blanche Dubios. The 
tragic hero. The femme fatale. The 
Southern Belle. The victim. The 
perpetrator. Annie Swift beautifully 
captures the complexities of 
Blanche’s character. A scarred 
women running from her past 
while simultaneously refusing 
to let go. A woman who tells so 
many lies, she gets caught in the 
web she spun. A women who 
rejects reality to the point that she 
loses touch with it - “I don’t want 
realism. I want magic!”. The layers 
and beauty of Swifts portrayal of 
Blanche is evident from the very 

moment she appears on stage, 
cascaded  by bright, white lights 
that obscure your vision, creating 
an image reminiscent of old 
French noir movies to when she 
exits as a broken woman, without 
her home, sister or sanity.

Swift’s portrayal of the consciously 
literary character was the perfect 
match for Stanley Kolalski. 
The animalistic, aggressive, 
perhaps even 
misunderstood 
man. Ollie 
Jones’s 
intimidating 
presence on 
stage and the 
sheer animal 
magnetism he 
was able to 
capture, not 
only made the 
characters in the 

play cower but the audience too. 
However, until the penultimate act, 
it’s possible to feel sympathetic 
towards Stanley. He’s a working 
class immigrant in a house with 
two aristocratic women who, 
over the course of the play show 
themselves to be somewhat 
prejudiced, albeit in differing 
severities. Although, it’s difficult to 
show much empathy for Stanley 
after he makes it his mission to 

by Deva 13D
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“

push an already broken woman 
over the edge. His only way to 
justify his cruelty is his desire to 
prove his superiority over Blanche 
and her old fashioned ideals - 
“Huey Long said - ‘Every man is a 
King!’ And I am the King around 
here.” 

The portrayals of Blanche and 
Stanley demonstrated both the 
distinct differences between 
these characters but also how 
they mirror each other - in terms 
of their desire to control others 
and the narrative of their own 
lives. The clash between Stanley’s 
lower class, idiomatic rhetoric and 
Blanche’s song-like soliloquies 
that over power whoever he is 
talking too (sans Stanley) act as a 
microcosm of the fight between 
the ideals of the dying south and 
the birth of a new, diverse, ‘free’ 
America.

The highlight of the play was the 
performance of Beth Gilbert, as 
Stella - the women who migrated 
from a world of affluence and 
prosperity to live in a small, single 
bedroom apartment with a Polish 
man who abuses her, but as she 
states, she was “Sort of thrilled by 
it”. Gilbert saw the vulnerability 
and passivity in past portrayals of 
Stella and decided to stray from 
this norm. Her Stella isn’t docile 
or passive but a strong-willed 
women, stuck between a rock 
and a hard place. Gilbert presents 
Stella’s story as with an added 
layer of tragedy, that reflected the 
lives of many women at the plays 
conception - the state and society 
forced them to be dependent on 
the men in their lives, limiting their 
freedom and chances of making 
it alone. Gilbert presents Stella’s 
final choice at the play’s conclusion 
not as her being too much of a 
coward to leave her husband or 
her abandoning her sister but as a 
mother who had no other choice 
but to do what was best for her 
child.

This production made immaculate 
use of William’s famous plastic 

The layers and beauty 
of Swifts portrayal of 
Blanche is evident 
from the very moment 
she appears on stage, 
cascaded by bright, 
white lights that 
obscure your vision, 
creating an image 
reminiscent of old 
French noir movies.

theatre and allowed the students 
to see how intricate and vital every 
stage direction from the placing 
of furniture, clothing and the tone 
of the characters voices are in the 
play. The multitude of themes 
ranging from illusion versus 
reality, death, animality and, most 
importantly, desire were juggled 
perfectly in this production and 
will no doubt be an asset to the 
students when writing their exams. 

Pictures: Images from the 
production ‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’. Below: Deva on the set 
with cast members, fellow student 
and teachers Ms Moore and Mr 
Maxwell.
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Holyhead school’s 
annual Black 
History Showcase 

was held on the 24th of 
October 2019. It was a 
spectacular evening that 
contained a fashion show, 
a drama piece, choir as 
well as appearances from 
guest speakers such as 
entrepreneur Merisha 
Stevenson, songwriter/
poet Casey Bailey and 
DPCC Ashley Bertie.

The night was breath-taking. 
Students had accomplished 
amazing performances; 
illustrations were displayed 
during the fashion show which 
mentioned many black idols and 
their everyday clothing styles 
or clothing according to their 
occupation - a great presentation! 
Furthermore, the talented Year 
9 drama group performed an 
emotional piece on black rights 
and I can proudly say it was a 
phenomenal success. I personally 
believe that everybody loved the 
gospel choir singing ‘Can’t Give 
Up Now’ by Mary Mary.

During the break, our team had 
taken the initiative to interview 
the guest speakers.They all 
spoke fondly on their beliefs and 
opinions to do with what Black 
History Month symbolises and 
what it means to them. They each 

gave an impassioned speech that 
the audience had for sure taken 
with them.

We had a huge audience, as 
always; this year we needed to 
add extra rows at the back of 
the studio so that we could fit 
everyone in. The audience had 
also taken part in a raffle which 
caused a lot of anticipation 
amongst the crowd , the money 

for the raffle was given to the 
Oscar Charity Organisation for 
sickle cell research.

One of our guests of the evening, 
Merisha Stevenson, told us that 
this was her second time coming 
to our fantastic showcase. We 
interviewed her during the interval 
and asked her whether she was 
enjoying the show. She told us 
that “It’s amazing, you’ve got so 

much talent at this school.” She 
was really impressed as to what 
the students here can do. We 
also interviewed our principal, 
Mr Trafford, and he told us with 
great pride, “The students always 
astonish me with the amount of 
talent here.” This is the case every 
year as students produce better 
performances year on year. 

When we asked DPCC Ashley 

BHM Showcase 2019

Bertie what Black History Month 
means to him, he said, “Black 
History Month is an opportunity to 
celebrate our heroes of the past 
as well as recognise the present 
heroes and to think of what we 
can do to make sure our future 
is prosperous.” Songwriter/poet 
Casey Bailey explained “You lot 
are lit. This is a proper celebration, 
you’re not messing about!”

18 BHM



When we asked one of the 
amazing Year 9 dancers what her 
opinion on Black History Month is, 
she said, “ I really like it. It shows 
our history, our culture and how 
diverse our school is.” Moreover, 
part of our team interviewed the 
audience and the response was 
unanimous...they loved it! 

We had a vast amount of opinions 
in each answer. One of the staff 
members was the organiser of this 
grand event, our wonderful Miss 
Williams; she got very emotional. 
We asked her how she felt after 
the event and she told us, “I’m 
so proud of the students here at 
Holyhead School, but I can’t take 
all the credit, I have to say thanks 
to all the other staff involved.” 
We asked her how she felt when 
she found out that she was the 
one organising it, she told us, “I 
knew that it would be a big task. I 
realised how important this was for 
the school, the community that we 
live in, so I really wanted to put on 
a good show and get the parents 
out. That was the main focus this 
year to get the parents out to 
support their children.” That was a 
big success!

After this showcase I truly feel 
that people have learnt much 
more about this cultural event 
from watching it or helping out 
and it has given them a wider 
perspective of our developed 
modern lifestyles.
 

After a long memorable night, 
we hope the students, teachers, 
parents, performers and guests 
enjoyed watching our spectacular 
Black History Month showcase. We 
have faith that next year we can 
outdo ourselves again.

Report by: Mavish 9G, Taaranjot 
9G, Amelia 9A, Heena 9C, Arron 
10E, Norvaldo 8H.

Pictures: Students 
and guest VIPs take 
part in the annual 

Black History 
Month Showcase 

of 2019.

Deputy 
Police Crime 
Comissioner 
Ashley Bertie 
speaking to 
the Report 
Team.
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For Black History Month this year the Humanities faculty took 
20 Year 8 students to Oaklands for the day. Whilst there, they 
were fortunate enough to meet Professor Black, who was 

representing our Black British Hero. Professor Black is considered 
a hero for his work in promoting Carnival in the UK. Every year, 
he creates costumes using brightly coloured fabrics, feathers and 
diamonds for the Handsworth Carnival.

The Year 8 students were fantastic at creating their own carnival 
headpieces and collars. They were given a range of materials to make 
their costumes look fantastic. Professor Black was very impressed with 
the work done by Year 8. He particularly praised Kameron and Shelina for 
their impressive costumes. The students were tested on their patience 
and resilience, having to glue down every single individual gem!

The costumes were eventually displayed at Holyhead’s Black History Month celebration 
evening where visitors were able to view what 
had been created.

Images: Professor Black (pictured below and 
centre) veteran of the Handsworth carnival 
and creator of fantasic costumes.



Maths Week England 11th -15th 
November 2019

All Year groups had an opportunity to immerse 
with various mathematics challenges throughout 

the week.

Maths:- Autumn Term Pulse Magazine

Chess Club

Every Monday 12:50pm-1:30pm students rush 
to the chess and games club. This is a unique 

opportunity to develop strategy and build resilience. 
Chess is also known as “The game of kings”.

Maths:- Autumn Term Pulse Magazine

AMSP Problem Solving Club

Wow! Another packed session, Sixth Form 
A Level students from the local area are 

attending every Wednesday 4pm-6pm. The 
Advanced Mathematics Support Programme 
sponsored by the University of Birmingham 
gives the students an opportunity to tackle 
rich Mathematical tasks to build their problem 
solving skills.  Many ‘redbrick’ universities now 
require students to take additional entry tests 
set by Oxford and Cambridge.  Holyhead 
mathematicians in Year 13 are all being entered 
for one of these, the TMUA.  These sessions 
prepare them for the style of questions they will 
attempt.

Who Wants to Be a 
Mathematician? - Year 12

Year 12 students completed online tasks during 
the ‘Who Wants To Be A Mathematician’ chal-

lenge. Students had an opportunity to compete 
with other Sixth Form mathematicians from around 
the world with an opportunity to win a trip to the 
international final in America and the chance to win 
$5,000 (plus $5,000 for their schools).

Ritangle Challenge Year 12
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Cipher Challenge has started really well, and we 
have learned about Caesar Shift codes and Affine 

Shifts, which use simultaneous equations to crack the 
code.

This year’s challenge is set in the 1960s, and is all 
about the Space Race between the USA and the 
USSR to get to the moon.

Cipher Challenge 2019

I was excited to get involved in a lunchtime 
competition during Maths Week England. Our 

challenge was to create something using only paper 
and sellotape. I created an Infinity Cube and was very 
pleased to win the competition. 
Hamza 8F

Mathematics Competition
- ‘Get Creative’

In our maths lessons we have been researching and 
discovering black heroes that are famous for their 

amazing mathematics. We organised ourselves into 
groups of four to research the Mathematicians using 
the Chromebooks. Then we had to create posters, 
we wrote Maths Poems, we create Maths Rap. We 
then presented our findings to the class. Many of the 
mathematicians we researched have inspired me and 
others in my class to remain resilient and to consider 
future jobs involving mathematics. During this task 
we had to use our Leadership Skills, Communication 
(presentation), Initiative to volunteer to share my 
experience with whole school assembly. Well, I have 
really enjoyed this activity and being part of the Black 
History Month Assembly.
Norvaldo 8H and Alysha 8E

Wisdom 8F and Elizabeth 8E presented their 
Mathematics Rap during the BHM Showcase.

Black History Month

Maths Inspiration 12th November

Twenty Year 12 Students visited the New Alexandra 
Theatre and participated in three interactive 

workshops.

We were inspired during this educational visit. We 
liked the first workshop about newspaper headlines 
and how data is sometimes used to mislead people.  
The second workshop was also a great insight into 
how circles are a source of beauty, awe and mystery. 
Like a circle in a spiral, like a wheel within a wheel are 
words of a classic 1960s song and it was great to see 
how maths is literally moving.
Daheer 12A and Shuab 12G.
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UKMT Senior Challenge 7th November

It has been a busy start to the 
new school year for Holyhead 
Girls’ PE department.  In the 

first half term, students took 
part in the Inter-collegiate 
netball competitions.

The first competition was for Year 
10 students, where Meriden were 
victorious.  It was a clean sweep 
for Oswestry who won the Year 
9, 8, and 7 Inter-college Netball. 
Fantastic effort Oswestry. Well 
done to all the students who took 
part. Inter-college Basketball is 
next and the results of these will 
be printed in the next edition of 
the Pulse Magazine.

The Aston Schools’ competitions 
also got underway with 
Holyhead hosting the Year 8 
Unihoc competition. Holyhead 
played against Aston Manor, 
and Nishkam, and came second 
overall. Well done to our Year 8 
girls.

Holyhead have also hosted Year 
11, Year 10 and Year 7 Aston 
School’s 6 - a - side Football 
Tournaments. Despite the weather, 
these have gone really well with 
lots of our local schools attending. 
Year 11 finished in third place, 
Year 7 in fourth place and the Year 
10 students finished in second 
place, narrowly missing out to 
St. Paul’s by 1 goal! Exceptional 
performances from Kiran, Nina, 
Hannah, Kelly and Rita. Well done 
to all of the girls who took part.  
The tournaments continue with 
Year 9 and Year 8 in the next few 
weeks. Good luck to everyone 
involved.

The Aston Schools’ Netball 
Tournaments also started this 
term and were held at King 
Edward Handsworth School. Four 
schools attended and Holyhead 
finished second, allowing them to 
progress to the final of the Level 
3 Your School Games. Well done 

girls and good luck in the Level 3 
Games.

Look out for more sports results 
from the girls PE Department 
in the next edition of the pulse 
magazine.

C. Gill - Head of Girls’ PE

PE Sports Report
Girls’ PE

Year 10 football team

PE Sports Report
Girls’ PE
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Jr NBA Year 7

The new Year 7 team entered 
their Jr NBA experience with 

a close home win of 8-6 against 
Mosley Park. They came close but 
fell short against Hampstead Hall 
and Queensbridge, but showed 
great resilience and sportsmanship 
throughout. They are looking 
forward to getting back to their 
winning ways in round 3 after 
Christmas.

Jr NBA Year 8

Year 8 came back with every 
intention of bettering their 

semi-final loss in their last season 
in the Jr NBA. However, a loss 
against Twycross House School 
and a loss against Aston Manor 
makes for a difficult uphill battle 
this season as they look forward 
to hosting round 3 in the next few 
weeks.

The season is well underway with all teams playing their first round cup fixtures. As it stands, our KS4 
teams have all progressed to the second round with Year 10 due to face Jewellery Quarter Academy 

and Year 11 to play Broadway in the coming weeks.

There has been a limited amount of league games played but all teams are improving week by week. Junior 
and Remekio have scored their first goals for Year 7 and we hope there will be more to come this season as 
we look to try and win the league. The Year 10 campaign starts with a local derby against St. John Wall in the 
coming weeks and Year 9 have been scheduled to play King Solomon. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the boys for being so committed and for being so resilient when training has been cancelled or they 
have been left out of the team. Remember to keep coming to training and you will get your chance.
Mr Mills & Mr Prentice

Boys PE Football Report

Years 7 and 8 Jr NBA

Boys PE Football Report

Ask anybody about “Gatsby 
Benchmarks” and most 

will wonder whether they had 
missed a vital reading book from 
the English Literature booklist.

But these Benchmarks simply 
show everyone what good careers 
education, information, advice 
and guidance is. Holyhead is busy 

putting these 8 standards in place 
so we have purchased a careers 
curriculum which we will begin 
to deliver in Tutor time in the 
New Year. This will help us with 
Benchmark 1. Benchmark 5 is all 
about being inspired by employers 
so here are a few events and 
visits helping us to achieve this 
benchmark

Late last summer some of our 
Year 7 and Year 8 students took 
part in a careers event organised 
by Titan Partnership. We had a 
brilliant time using virtual headsets 
to start planning our future careers 
and using hand tools to explore 
careers in automobile technology 
and motor sports. Students also 
attended a workshop on how 
to present your best self at an 
interview. Everyone wanted to stay 
longer.

Since September some of our 

CareersCareers
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business studies students have 
visited Gowling WLG looking 
at the work of an International 
Corporate Law Firm in the middle 
of Birmingham. After a corporate 
lunch students heard about a 
range of careers and the variety of 
routes into the career.

Student feedback…”It made me 
understand how business is really 
run on the inside”  “It gave me 
an image of the kind of people 
I could work with and also an 
understanding of how the industry 
works” and “I was thinking of 
doing A levels but now I feel like 
doing apprenticeships.”

Our media studies 
students enjoyed a 
day out at the Royal 
Television Society 
Careers Event. “It 
allowed me to see 
all the different areas 
within the media 
industry.” When 
asked what three 
pieces of advice our 
students found the 
most helpful on that 
day….

1) Show passion for  
the job that you want 
2) Stand out from the 
rest 
3) Be resilient.

Highways UK
Science students went to 
Highways UK event at the NEC. 
This was awesome as it was such 
an interactive careers fair and our 

delegates were excellent talking to 
some of the managing directors of 
the companies represented.

“I had an amazing time at the 
Highways UK Event. I got to learn 
about a variety of career choices 

that benefitted me due as my 
aim is to become an engineer. 
Highways UK seems like a great 
place to work.”

Visit to 
University of 
Gloucestershire

It was a very rainy November 
Saturday when 11 Sixth Form 

students were transported 
to two separate campuses 
of this university. Holyhead 
Students were welcomed and 
had an afternoon to explore 
the campuses, attend a variety 
of workshops and take part in 
taster sessions.

“It gave me an idea of what to 
look for in a University to help me 
in my career.”

“It allowed me to see that with 
English I can go into many 
different career paths. It also 
showed me the type of support 
Universities can offer such as 
support services and offices 
dedicated to helping students with 
things such as writing essays.”

“It helped me get an idea of 
universities outside of Birmingham 
and what courses are available and 
the experiences I can gain from 
it.”
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“I went to the course talk on 
Business Management where I 
found out what the course and 
modules are like. It was very 
interesting.”

“I learned that when writing a 
personal statement, it’s easy to 
get carried away and write about 
things you’ve done which don’t 
really relate to the course or show 
much about you as an individual.”
Phew!!! Haven’t got time to 
mention the students who 
attended an event entitled, 
“So You Want to Be a Medic?” 
or those who hosted a visit by 
Salts Healthcare telling us about 
apprenticeships in product 
manufacture and specialist 
nursing. Year 9 students certainly 
enjoyed the opportunity to check 
out Art & Design careers at the 
Ikon Gallery. Epic.

All this at a time when over 150 
students have had individual 
careers interviews to help them 
plan what they will do when they 
finish Year 11, 12 and 13 (Gatsby 
Benchmark 8 – more about that in 
our next Pulse Magazine).

Already there are several 
employers, colleges and 
universities lined up to inspire us 
over the next few months. Can’t 
wait to see how these encounters 
open wider opportunities for all of 
Holyhead’s students.

Mrs Jones
Director of Careers Education

Mr F Khan - Head of Year 12

Community Heroes!
Holyhead Sixth Form 

Students volunteer 
at a local special needs 
school.

Every year our students are 
given the opportunity to 
volunteer as assistants at 
Hamilton School in Handsworth. 
This year we have had a huge 
interest in this role and many of 
our students have completed 
their induction and have already 
started making a difference to 
special needs children within 
our community. This enrichment 
programme is perhaps one of 
the most loved by our students 
as they genuinely feel warmth 

and appreciation from the children 
they support. It is fantastic to 
see that our students actively 
participate in community projects 
like this year after year.
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“
Every November, the Sixth Form team put 

on a series of taster lessons for our Year 11 
students to give them an experience of what 

it is like to study at Post-16. Students are given 
a list of options (subjects) for them to choose 
from. This is a really good indicator for our students 
to see whether or not they want to study a particular 
subject. Take a look at the picture above to see how 
amazing they look. 

Student comment:
“The Sixth Form taster days have been eye-opening 
and eventful. My favourite taster subject was Music 
and Law. The teachers put on really engaging lessons 
and I am definitely looking forward to choosing those 
subjects for my A Levels. 
Kemar 11D 

Year 11 students 
complete Sixth Form 
Taster days 

Year 11 students 
complete Sixth Form 
Taster days 

Year 12 students attend workshops 
on Personal and Road Safety

We were told about a special assembly we were going to have and 
to be honest I didn’t really think much of it at the time. I remember 

leaving this assembly feeling amazed and more confident. The assembly 
was led by Andrea from Crimestoppers and it was focused on personal 
safety which covered a range of topics from knife crime and county lines. 
One thing I found really useful was learning about what to do if I was ever 
in danger. - Avneet 12A

I really enjoyed the road safety workshop, it was very useful as I am looking 
to start learning how to drive soon. I even tried the beer goggles on and 

was asked to identify objects - ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE! - Dilpreet - 12F
Call anonymously with 

Information about crime



Holyhead Sixth 
Form students take 
part in the annual 
Lord Mayor’s quiz 
at the University of 
Birmingham

On Wednesday 20th November 
2019, myself and a some peers 
from my Sixth Form took part in 

a quiz competition at the University Of 
Birmingham. This was an exciting opportunity 
for us to represent our Sixth Form and 
compete against other Post-16 providers. The 
quiz itself was quite a challenge but we tried 
our best as a group. Although we didn’t win, I 
absolutely loved the atmosphere of the whole 
competition. The university itself is also very 
impressive and I am considering it as an option 
when I apply for university next year.
Sahill 12F

Images: Holyhead Sixth Form students take part in a quiz competition at the University Of Birmingham
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Creative Arts

Welcome back to what has 
been a great start to the new 

academic year.

The Creative Arts faculty welcome  
Mr Robinson, who has settled 
well into Holyhead and has some 
exciting plans for our students in 
the months coming ahead.

As always Creative Arts faculty 
have planned some crucial trips 
and workshops for our students 
to be part of, please look out for 
further information targeted to 
each Year group.

Showcases

This year Creative Arts 
department took on the whole 

school theme of ‘Heroes’  A lot of 
work was explored during lesson 
time and during extra curricular 
clubs.

During the month we had a one 
off Afro beats dance workshop by 
Stago Dance company. Students 
had so much fun and energy, 
they even took some of moves 
learnt and adapted it to their own 
piece which was performed at the 
showcase!

The Art 
department 

Year 9 Drama students took 
the lead in exploring their 

heros and many of these were 
their families and famous people 
they regard as someone who 
inspires them. The performance 
came about from research and 
exploration of language, allowing 
the audience to think and question 
what they have seen. This was 
the Year 9’s first performance  in 
front of a packed audience and 
they did extremely well. Students 
who performed were Abigail 9D, 
Tadeusz 9C, Michaleus 9B  Maya 9E 
and Casey 9E.

‘Black History Month was 
one of the best moments 
of my life. I also got 
to perform and get 
involved, I also got 
to make friends with 
people who I never 
knew’. Tadeusz 9C

The Music 
Department 
Explored songs from 
the 70s era

Music has had a busy first 
half-term back and has 

certainly returned with a bang! 
In the few short weeks we have 
returned we have jumped straight 
in with numerous performances 
and visitors to our school. Our 
most prestigious achievement 
this academic year has been 
achieving Music Mark. This has 
been awarded to our department 
because of our fantastic results, 
instrumental opportunities, trips, 
visitors and curriculum. What an 
achievement! It is something that 
our students certainly deserve. 
Here is a brief overview of just 
a few of the amazing things our 
students have done so far this 
academic year.

Recently we were joined by 
two members of Tomorrow’s 
Warriors, an innovative jazz music 
education and artist development 
organisation. Holyhead’s Ex-
student and winner of BBC 
Young Jazz Musician 2018; Xhosa 
Cole and Gary Crosby; MBE, 
delivered a jazz composition 
and improvisation workshop to a 
selected group of KS4 Musicians. 
The workshop was a hands on 
approach to jazz and exploration 
of being a musician - through 
elements of body percussion, 
improvisation and performance. 
Seeing our young musicians 
respond to and work with 
such high profile and talented 
performers was inspirational and 
gave the students the opportunity 

to explore new musical styles and 
ways of playing that they have not 
explored before.

We have also had students take 
part in our annual Black History 
Month. Where they undertook 
activities such as African 
drumming, looking at pioneers 
within music, famous bands, 
producers and artists as well as 
Gospel Choir performing with our 
visiting teacher Jai Jai.

Radio 1Xtra also visited our 
department giving our students 
a fantastic opportunity to gain an 
industry perspective roles within 
radio and production

Our dedicated and hardworking 
Year 10 students performed at 
the BAPA awards in Birmingham. 
Feedback from the audience 
was outstanding, with comments 
such as “We did not realise these 
were children, we thought they 
were professional musicians”. A 
huge well done to them for giving 
up their Saturday evening to 
showcase their amazing musical 
talent.

Music is continuing this year 
with the same buzz it ended on, 
with artistic flair and enthusiasm! 
Stay tuned for our demo of our 
Christmas Charity Single!
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We had inspirational readings and 
poems performed by our Year 7 
Drama club students, they did 
phenomenally well to achieve this 
in their first half-term in Holyhead. 
Keonte 7F, Weronika 7F, Stephanie 
7G, Alesha 7C, Jaiya7B, Tarandeep 
7D,and Skye 7C 

Some of the guest speakers 
commented on how well put 
together and thought provoking 
the evening was. Well done to all 
involved.

The Curriculum

All Year 7 students have made 
an impressive start to the 

term, with some amazing drama 
performances showcased in class 
and outstanding masks been 
created for homework

Ms Brandy and Mrs Geddes 
completed a learning walk focused 
on student led learning, this 
was then expanded with more 
teachers in the faculty opening 
their classrooms for SLT and 
myself to view some of the work. 
Feedback has shown that Creative 
Arts faculty have high expectations 
in encouraging and challenging 
student led learning, with many 
of our students confident in their 
learning and progress which is 
evident across our subjects.

Staff have been involved in some 
planning meetings with the 
RSA and we have some exciting 
initiatives for the year ahead 
which will give many students the 
opportunity to explore the wider 
context of the subjects. Watch this 
space…..

Barber shop 
Chronicles at the 
Rep Theatre

On Thursday 26th September 
KS4 Drama students visited 

the Rep theatre to watch a 

performance set in a Barber 
shop. As the audience entered 
the entertainment started straight 
away with actors interacting with 
the audience by talking and 
dancing, this was something our 
students were not expecting.  
The play took place over one 
day in six cities, with a thousand 
stories being shared.  The play 
was insightful and relevant for our 
students.  The Year 10 students are 
now in the process of studying this 
play as one of their set text pieces. 

‘Barber shop chronicles was really 
fun and upbeat to watch.  The 
performers connected really well 
with the audience as they invited 
some of them to come up on 
stage and dance with them which 
was great to see. We also wasn’t 
expecting the play to turn out the 
way it did’. Aeisha 12B

Peter Pan 
at the Rep 
Theatre

On Tuesday 10th December 
KS4 students had the 

opportunity to watch this new 
reimagined adaptation of the well 
known childhood classic. Liam 
Steel who directed The Wizard 
of Oz is set to create this piece 
that is relevant and imaginative, 
one that we believe our students 
will remember and hope to take 
inspiration from, for some of their 
work.

Acting workshop with one of the 
actors From Peter Pan !
Following on from watching 
the play students will have the 
opportunity to take part in an 

Actor’s workshop with one of the 
lead actors in the play , this is a 
fantastic oportunity one that will 
allow students to make links with 
the play and to gain some insight 
into the career progression within 
the performing arts industry.

Sisters in 
strength 
performance

On Monday 25th November a 
group of Sixth Form students 

visited Soho Hill Studios for a 
performance of dance, drama 
and singing to explore the 
elimination of violence towards 
women. This performance is part 
of international women’s day. 
There will be an opportunity 
for our students to seek ways in 
how they can get involved within 
this organisation, where it be on 
the mentoring programme as a 
mentee or within the performance 
side of this.
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Up & Coming

Year 11 Drama class will be 
performing their assessment 

pieces to their families on 
Thursday 12th December 5 - 6pm 
in the studio at Holyhead.

Reminder to parents/carers Year 
11 intervention takes place on 
Wednesdays after school, students 
are invited to a week in advance, 
however the studios are available 
to all Year 11 Drama students to 
rehearse on Wednesday lunch or 
after school.

Students and staff are in the 
process of preparing for this year’s 
christmas assemblies.

Kiran 10A has collected 93 posi-
tive points and her conduct around 
the school is exemplary.

Patryk 10C has obtained 62 
positive points and is a very hard-
working student.

Highest 
achieving Girl 
and Boy in 
Year 10

Hippodrome 
Acting 
Workshop 

KS3 students will have access to 
an acting workshop with three 

well established actors. This is due 
to take place in Spring term.

Enrichment
KS3 Drama club Mondays Lunch 
12.50 - 1.30pm in studio 2
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