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Principal’s Foreword

With so much of the end of term dominated by the Coronavirus pandemic, I 
am intentionally going to leave it out of this magazine. Instead, I am going to 

focus upon the outstanding achievements of our students. 

The artwork that we commissioned to Rudy Loewe as part of an RSA project, 
really showed the creative and compassionate side of our students. ‘The Depths 
of our History’ invited students to reflect upon the social and cultural history of 
Handsworth and the quality of what they produced was clear for all to see. It was 
one of those genuine whole school projects and I was very pleased to see such 
active engagement from staff and students. 

It was also an absolute pleasure to be part of the 2020 Annual Spelling Bee. Governors 
that attended were very impressed. I would like to thank all of the parents/carers 
that supported this important feature of the academic calendar. I hope you enjoy 
the pictures enclosed.

Well done to all those students who were invited to attend the special celebration 
breakfasts that we laid on. It was amazing to see so many students being recognised 
for the results achieved on the most recent assessments. The academic focus of the 
school’s work is working in real harmony with the ‘teach what matters’ philosophy. 
The end product is a rich education that was thankfully recognised by Ofsted in our 
recent inspection report. 

I would like to wish you all a restful Easter break. Keep safe and make sure you follow 
the Public Health England advice.

We are producing daily briefings for students and parents/carers to keep you all 
updated.

Best wishes,

Mr Trafford
April 2020



A big thank you to the 
following Year 9 who helped 
Year 8 students during the 
event: Jemima, Sara, Shaiann, 
Nimra, Dhaya and Salma.  
Merci beaucoup!

Bon Appetit!
FRENCH CAFÉ 
AT HOLYHEAD!

The French 
department hosted 

a French experience 
event on Wednesday 
December 11th for 30 
Year 8 students. 

It was a fantastic event 
which ran at lunchtime.  
Students had the 
opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the target 
language and to order food 
and drink. Students were 
very keen to take part and 
one student was overheard 
saying that he would love to 
have this every Wednesday 
lunchtime!

Bienvenue au monde de

On December 4th, 26 Year 
10 french students who also 
study business, went through 
‘chocolate wonderland’ at 
Cadbury World. They had a 
fun day out and discovered the 
magical world of chocolate, 
they learned how their favourite 
sweet is made and tasted 
lots of the good stuff! They 
attended a Business talk on 
the impact of advertising. 
Have a look at one of the 
French challenges they had to 
complete!

4. Modern foreign languages Modern foreign languages .5



School’S 
contemporary art

holyhead 

Space
W e are taking part in this exciting whole 

school creative project

There are two other RSA schools also taking part 
– Abbeywood and Arrow Vale.

We are working with Georgina Chatfield at RSA 
Academies and Susan Ibreck at Iniva (Institute of 
International Visual Arts).

It is funded for 2 years. Therefore,  there is more 
for us to do and more chances for you to be 
involved.

We would love you to get inspired…

Artists and schools
The three participating schools have been 
matched with an artist.

Rudy Loewe – Holyhead School
Nilupa Yasmin – Arrow Vale RSA Academy (High 
School)
Laurie Ramsell – Abbeywood First School

Josie Reichart is the Curator (Director, Ort 
Gallery) supporting the artists and installation.

The theme of the artworks is ORACY.

About our space
It is outside.

Rudy led workshops with a group of us a few 
months ago.  Here we are looking at the space 

About our artist
Rudy is a visual artist using drawing, printmaking 
and illustration as a means of building narrative 
and contributing to dialogues on social themes.

The idea is to engage each other in discussion

The intention of Rudy’s work is to create work 
that speaks to the individuals reflected in the 
subject matter, for us, by us.

Depths of Our History — 
Rudy Loewe

and considering ‘protest’ and our ‘voice’

The artwork by Rudy Loewe is arriving at the 
start of March. It will be installed creating a large 
covered area near the entrance to T2.

This artwork reflects the histories of protest 
in Handsworth, over the last fifty years or so. 

protests including those against racism, fascism, 
deportations, cuts to council services, gang violence 
and knife crime.

The work was created after artist Rudy Loewe led 
three days of workshops with us.

We came up with words that we felt represented 
the community, in languages that people in 
Handsworth speak.  We chose the phrase “We 
were born to stand out, not to fit in” and the 
issue of knife violence to feature in the work. 

Parts of the artwork has been painted by Rudy 
and part of it has been created by us during the 
workshops.

“The Depths of Our History” was a phrase that 
Rhea, came up with during the workshops.
The banner is intended to celebrate 
Handsworth’s histories as well as highlight the 
years of resistance that have happened here.

Artist Ruby Loewe with 
Holyhead students

The project’s overall aim 
is to promote greater 
understanding and 
recognition of the value 
of creativity in education
through the development 
of a model of socially 
engaged art-making and 
co-commissioning that 
increases whole school 
engagement in arts and 
cultural learning.

This is what the artwork looks like

However, to see it, you will have to stand 
underneath it and look up.

6. art



SO  TEACHING STAFF HAVE BEEN INVITED…	

To think creatively about how the work might be used in their teaching:

•	 to inspire a different approach to a lesson or topic
•	 to inspire further creative work
•	 to inspire oracy opportunities
•	 to explore cultural capital

We would love for the artwork to be a creative stimulus for all subjects

SO NOW IT IS YOUR CHANCE TO BE INVOLVED…	

When the artwork is up the artist will be at Holyhead. There will be opportunities for you to discuss 
the artwork and be involved in spin off workshops. 

You may have a particular idea that could be developed within a subject area.
The theme is oracy so any input you wish to have would be welcome.

If you are interested speak to any of the Year 8 students involved in the assembly. Speak to Ms 
Stafford, Mrs Robertson or Mrs Mistry.

Discuss your ideas with your subject teachers. Just get involved in the discussions when the artwork 
is up and come and speak to Rudy. There will be a launch party to introduce the work coming soon!

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO BE INVOLVED…	


S pelling Bee 2020. What a fantastic 
opportunity for the whole school 

to get together and take part in such 
a competition.

Taaranjot 9G and
Mariam Y11.

art/ BBC SChool report: Spelling Bee 2020         .9
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I was both scared and excited to 
participate because I’d never 

made it to the finals before and 
didn’t know what to expect. 
When I got there, everybody 
seemed relaxed and that made 
me realise that although it was 
a competition, having fun was 
more important. Things quickly 
got underway as we cheered for 
all the younger years before us. 
And then it was the turn of Year 12 
and 13. As the only Year 13, I was 
given words that I’d never even 
heard of before. I answered to the 
best of my ability. I walked out of 
there happy with my head held 
high because I knew I had tried 
my best. And the best thing? We 
were given beautiful bee-shaped 
brooches which went perfectly 
with customised t-shirts we were 
given. All-in-all, it was a great day.”
Shameela from Sixth Form

Spelling Bee is personally one 
of the most exciting times 

of the year for me. The purpose 
behind it is to get students to 
learn keywords which they might 
be tested on in lessons. It might 
sound like pressure, but students 
actually enjoy themselves and 
it helps them to boost their 
confidence. Every year, the 
excitement is greater as students 
look forward to it. So far, it’s been 
3 years since we started Spelling 
Bee at Holyhead. Let’s hope for 
2021 to be even more exciting 
now.

BBC Young Reporters: Javaria & Kamni 
Sixth Form

“

It’s not 
all about 
competition; 
it’s more about 
having fun 
and boosting 
confidence.

Ms Daya, the Host of the Spelling Bee

Awards Ceremony. 
One of the proudest 
moments for 
the finalists. Yet 
their minds full of 
curiosity for the 
results. Let’s wait 
till Presentation 
Evening on the 26th 
March to find out 
about the winners… 20202020

10. BBC SChool RepoRt: Spelling Bee 2020



On 12th March 2020, myself 
and nine other students had 

an opportunity to take a fantastic 
training session to become 
an Anti bullying ambassador 
with Mrs Marnell at Harborne 
Academy as part of the Princess 
Diana Award.

We were taught many skills on how to 
become an ambassador but not only 
that, we were told about how to handle 
a situation.  When somebody is getting 
bullied or to help a bully to get them on 
a path that will lead them to greatness. 
We learnt that a bully might bully people 
for a reason, it could be someone’s ethnic 
background, race, religion,their appearance 
or their accent.  However, this doesn’t give 
them a right as people have a right to be 
different and have a say.  As we were there, 
many schools got involved too and it wasn’t 
just secondary students it was also younger 
primary students.  This shows that there are 
many students trying to prevent bullying 
happening no matter what age you are.  
Bullying can take place anywhere at any 
time and we have to raise awareness, also it 
can happen in many different ways but the 
main three are verbal, physical and indirect.  
Many activities took place and one of them 
was public speaking which involved some 
drama.  We all enjoyed it as it boosted our 
confidence.

All of the Holyhead students found out 
ways to fight bullying during the session. 
It was an amazing opportunity to learn 
that there are ways to put an end to 
bullying and to see that other schools 
are helping to prevent bullying is a really 
positive start to our journey to become 
anti-bullying ambassadors.
By Rhea 8H

Holyhead students take part in a training session at 
Harboure Academy, with the aim of becoming Anti-bullying 
Ambassadors as part of the Princess Diana Award. I am having a spectacular time in Year 

7; It is fun and interesting. In October, 
Mrs Edwards introduced us to a Year 7 

logo competition. 
I was not interested at first but then a 
design came to my brain; I drew it in 
rough at first and then I drew it in full 
detail and coloured it in. This took me 
approximately two hours, I did not know 
I was going to win but I thought at least 
I tried. Well, when Mrs Edwards said my 
name as a winner I was very shocked 
and full of joy at the same time. I got 
a prize and was filled with happiness. 
My logo has now been turned into 
a postcard and I am very pleased 
about this.
Harman 7A

Year 7 
Celebration 
Breakfast

Year 7 
Celebration 
Breakfast

Harman and her prize 
winning logo design.

12. anti-bullying: the diana award



We were all excited on Friday when Mrs Edwards came to our Form 
Time and she had envelopes for some students. I was really excited 

to see if I got one.  Today we all celebrated our learning achievement.  
This was done by an invitation and we were all excited because we 
received a mysterious letter.  We had no clue as to what the letter was 
about and most of us thought we were in trouble!  One by one the Form 
Tutors issued the letters but all of the time the suspense was growing as 
students wanted to know what was in it.

We waited about ten seconds then we all counted down and 
we all opened envelopes with excitement.  We all read 
the letter and we were all invited to a celebration of our 
hard earned work we shouted with cheer.  ”We got a 
party invitation” is what some students said, but most 
students shouted YES.

We all had a lovely time with each other and we felt 
really proud of our learning achievements.  We had the 
best time and lots of treats.
Ebony 7E

Hello, my name is Deen.  The reason I 
chose to raise money for charity was 

that it was a task that I chose for my Pixel 
Edge Accreditation.  I started to enjoy it 
so much that after I’d collected money 
for a week, I just kept on doing it as I 
enjoyed it so much. The reason why I do 
it is that I like to help other people who 
aren’t so fortunate as me.  I wish I could 
help more people who aren’t as lucky as 
we are.  We need to stop taking things 
for granted and sometimes think about 
others.  The money will be going to the 
Queen Elizabeth hospital who help save 
lives every day.
Deen 7A

Pictures: Year 7 students’ 
Celebration Breakfast. Below: 
Mrs Marnell and Mrs Edwards.

Holyhead Sixth 
Form students 
volunteer at a local 
nursing home

2020 is the year for community 
spirit with our Sixth Form students 
volunteering as responsible citizens at 
Church Rose Nursing Home.

Sophie (12D), Alisha (12F), Souleisha (12E). 
Anisha (12E), Maria (12B), Shameelah (13H) and 
Baljeet (13H) have participated in afternoon 
activity sessions and provided much 
needed company to vulnerable residents.  
It is commendable that our students 
have shown such kindness and genuine 
empathy- a big well done!

Ms Chowdhury - 
Sixth Form Mentor

Church Rose Nursing 
Home Handsworth 
Birmingham 
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S tudents Chiman and 
Maymuna (pictured 

here) attended a law 
moot competition 
which was based 
in Wolverhampton 
University. 

Students really enjoyed 
the experience of a real 
life court situation as this 
enhanced their legal skills 
within the subject.

S Khan - Business/ Law

Business & Law
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In the Humanities department 
we have recently begun a 

project with the Holocuast 
Education Trust for the 75th 
Anniversary of the Liberation of 
Bergen-Belsen.  This involved a 
one day trip to Germany with 
Miss Dore and the two Sixth-
Formers who have joined the 
project.  Here we explored the 
historic site of the Prisoner of 
War Camp and Concentration 
Camp, as well as the Displaced 
Person Camp that was created 
after liberation.  Here, Amrita 12F 
and Rashid 12G, talk about their 
experience on the visit. 
 

My trip to Bergan-Belson was 
quite difficult to take in. It 

was a deserted landscape, but the 
atmosphere was very eerie. The 
guide was very knowledgeable 
and we had learnt a lot from him 
and this experience as a whole. 
The exhibition had given us 
more of an insight and detailed 
information on the lives of Jews, 
Polish and Soviet victims of the 
Nazis. It was interesting to study 
the memorials (not every victim 
had a dedicated stone), that had 
often told us the background of 
the victims - and how the mass 
graves (often holding 2500 dead 
bodies) were located on the main 
area of the former concentration 
grounds. In the end, we joined in 
on a commemoration ceremony 
and placed memorial stones 
around the site - to remember 
those that had lost their lives in 
Belson.  Amrita, 12F.  

Bergen Belsen trip was an 
amazing opportunity to 

explore more about the dark 
days that went in the past. I have 
learnt many things that day, saw 
memorials of those that have 
deceased, those who have been 
tormented.  We had an amazing 
guide that day, who was very 
engaging, helping us fill in all 
those gaps of knowledge. All 
of the other students were also 
very determined to learn. It was a 
very pleasant day that I will never 
forget.  Rashid, 12G.  

Pictured is the entrance to the 
historical site as well as the memorial 
stone for Anne Frank who was killed 
at Bergen-Belsen.

Bergen-Belsen ProjectBergen-Belsen Project

In March the Humanities department took a group of Year 8 pupils to the museum at RAF Cosford.  
Here they attended a workshop about the Blitz in the Second World War, explored the exhibition 
about the Cold War and learnt about the science of flying.  Students’ highlights included getting to 

sit in the cockpit of a plane and the 4D experience where they imagined they were in a Second World 
War dogfight.  

RAF Cosford RAF Cosford 

Pictured is the group of pupils posing beside one of the historic planes.
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