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Summer Term 2019 Edition of ‘Pulse,’ 
Holyhead’s Termly Magazine
Welcome to this ‘special edition’ of our termly magazine ‘Pulse’.

As the summer term draws to a close, I am filled with pride with the 
amount of activities that have taken place which demonstrate the 
charitable and giving nature of Holyhead Students.  They have been 
showing empathy and kindness all term, a characteristic that goes some 
way to explaining why we are so special.

It’s also been a term of celebration.  Students in different Faculties, 
Colleges and of course, the Year 11 prom, have been out an about 
showing the community how proud they are of their achievements.  I 
share that pride in watching them delight in what has been an amazing 
term at the school.

I hope everyone enjoys a restful break, stays safe and gets time with 
their friends and family.

Finally, of course, I wish all those receiving examination results, the best 
of luck.

Thanks for you continued support.

We are a special community.

Mr Trafford
July 2019
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Over the last few months 
Year 10 students, as 

well as myself, have had the 
opportunity for some amazing 
experiences.  Before I start I 
would like to say a big thank 
you to Holyhead School for 
the opportunity that helped 
to develop a lot of our LORIC 
values and skills through this 
experience.

So what is it? Envision is a 
program to develop young 
peoples’ employability by 
empowering them to tackle 
real-life social problems. 
There are a lot of things I have 
to tell you about this amazing 
experience.  The first day 
of the program we went to 
Birmingham University where 
we met a lot of students from 
different schools and  the 
Envision coach who told us 
about what we should do 
for the next three months. 
We  had to choose a charity 
to help and raise money for 
them; we chose the Hope 
Project. It’s a charity who work 
to support and empower 
homeless asylum-seekers 

barred from public funds in 
the West Midlands.This charity 
was chosen because it helps 
refugees to find peace that 
they didn’t find in their home 
country.

There are three parts of the 
Envision program which 
are: an awareness raising 
challenge in the school, a 
fundraiser at a local business 
and a pitching challenge. 
Students also had a lot of 
business sessions with their 
coach.

The first thing we had to do 
is raise awareness as the first 
of the three challenges; the 
Awareness Raising Challenge. 
Our team, Milestone of 
Hope, reached all of the 
students in Holyhead 
school through creating 
an art piece and an 
interactive quiz. This 
was not without its 
challenges! Students 
faced their first challenge 
which was to put up a 
tent, this was not helped 
by losing a member of 
the team which made 
the process of work 
harder, but we never 
gave up, we kept  going and 
worked hard as a team.

The next challenge was the 
Fundraiser Challenge. For this 
challenge we went to the HS2  
office which allowed the team 
to practice their confidence 
by speaking to adults they 
did not know.  Milestone of 
Hope delivered a presentation 
in front of them telling them 
about what has been done 
and what they are going to 
do next.  We managed to 
raise an amazing £303.18 for 
their charity just from selling 
different types of food and 
different activities like selling 

samosas and cakes, doing 
henna, having a ping pong 
challenge, creating caricatures 
and a guess the song game! 
Students have used their 
LORIC values and skills like 
leadership, communication 
skills as well as teamwork

Finally there was the Pitching 
Challenge. We had to do a 
presentation in front of over 
fifty people from different 
schools about what we  did 
and how we did it. Everyone 
of us worked hard as a team 
from the very first day, we 
enhanced all our LORIC skills 
and... we won!

This meant that we were 

awarded a £500 cheque which 
we added to the money we 
raised. Awesome!

The students from Milestone 
of Hope should be is very 
proud of all they have 
achieved for the Community 
Apprentice and for the 
difference that they have 
made to their charity 
Milestone of Hope and in 
their community. Well done 
everyone who was involved!

BBC SCHOOL REPORT



There are many festivals taking place in many different 
parks. On Vaisakhi, there are usually parades going through 
the streets of Birmingham with lots of people taking part in 
different activities.  For example, people were playing drums 
and holding traditional swords to represent their bravery of 
protecting the vulnerable.

On Sunday 28th April the Holyhead BBC young reporters in 
Year 7 went to Handsworth Park to interview some residents 
who celebrate the Vaisakhi Mela.  The team went around the 
park and asked questions what Vaisakhi is all about and why 
people celebrate the event.  One person said “I really enjoy 
Vaisakhi because I have lots of fun with my family.” Another 
woman said she enjoys it because they get to know more about 
their religion.  At the time of the event the BBC team took some 
pictures of some of the things that happened at the festival; 
they also took some videos which you can see on the Holyhead 
BBC Website.

Maisha: “I had never had so much fun in any other Mela”
Tamanna: “It was a really good festival and it made me closer to 
my own religion.”
Leya: “It was an enjoyable time and I’m glad I enjoyed it with my 
friends and family.”
Emma: “I’ve really enjoyed working on this project with my 
friends.”

In conclusion everyone in the Mela were enjoying themselves 
a lot and had a great day. Even though the day came to an end 
everyone had a smile on their faces.

Report by Emma M8,Tamanna C4, Leya M5, Maisha O8

BBC SCHOOL REPORT

Images: The sights and sounds of Handsworth Vaisakhi Mela 2019

Handsworth Vaisakhi Mela 2019

Vaisakhi Mela is a traditional festival to 
celebrate the birth of Sikhs. The original 
Vaisakhi celebration takes place on 
Sunday 14th April; the actual Mela takes 
place on Sunday 28th April.
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Twenty-seven promising Year 7 French 
students were invited on a visit to the 
Botanical Gardens on May 24th 2019.  This 
term, they had completed a cross-curricular 
Art and French project and had created  
animal masks in their Art lessons, whilst 
learning about animals, nature, and colours 
in French.  

On the day, Year 7 students worked well in 
teams and competed to produce the best 
booklet by gathering as much information as 
they could on the different plants, flowers, 
birds and butterflies they could find at the 
Botanical Gardens. In the afternoon, they 
learned how to play a French game called “La 
Pétanque” where our students showed great 
communication and leadership skills and 
also had lots of fun!

The visit enabled the students to increase 
their knowledge of the topic  and to improve 
their language skills.  It was a fantastic day!  

Images: 27 Year 
7 students visit 
the Botanical 
Gardens.

Year 7 studying la 
faune et la flore at 
the Botanical Gardens

Year 7 studying la 
faune et la flore at 
the Botanical Gardens

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES7



Holyhead French
Comic Con
All Year 7 French students took part 
in a comic competition last half-
term.

They had to design a comic 
strip about a day in the life of a 
superhero, all in French!  There 
were some amazing pieces of work 
and it was so difficult to find the 
winner!

Well done to all for good teamwork 
and hard work!

Tu es fantastique!

Vous êtes tous des super héros en 
classe de français!

Bravo!  From the French 
department.

Sophie, Sharday, Khadija
Fatoumata and Emma

Modern Foreign Languages

There has 
been so 

much going on 
during the past 
few months it 
is difficult to do 
it justice in one 
article! Here’s 
just a snippet.
Year 11s, 12s and 13s 
continued to drop in for 
career advice when it was 
needed.  Students from 
Year 8-10 have also used 
the career drop in sessions 
each lunch time to request 
information about careers.

Just before the term 
began some of our Year 
11 and Year 12 students 
experienced a day in 
the life of a midwife. 
Comments students made 
afterwards include “We 
should do more events like 
this because it helps those 
who are confused about 
the careers they want to 
get into by showing them 
exactly how their day 
to day life will be” and “I 
found this workshop so 
useful because I only had 
a rough idea of a midwife’s 
role.” Wolverhampton 
University was certainly 
a hit that day with our 
students requesting 
similar workshops 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES/ CAREERS EDUCATION8



in nursing and 
paramedic science.

Then our Year 10 
students took part 

in a Waiters Day 
at UCB. I must admit that this 
was one of my favourite days 
as I witnessed our students 
practice silver service waiting, 
folding napkins and serviettes, 
preparing delicious mocktails 
as well as actually serving the 
paying public. Mrs. McKinney 
and I ate for free. What’s 
not to love!  Our students 
certainly grew in confidence 
as the day progressed. There 
really is nothing like getting 
out into the workplace for 
understanding the pros and 
cons of the career you are 
considering.

This leads me onto work 
experience!

This term Year 10 and Year 
12 students experience the 
workplace for real as they 
become employees for a 
week.

Here are a few accounts from 
Year 10 students..

Before I started my work 
experience I was quite 

nervous but at the same 
time, I was excited because it 
would be a new experience 

for me. I did my work 
experience at the 
solicitors, McGrath 
& Co. It was an 
amazing experience 
as I went to court 
with the solicitor, sat 
in on interviews and 
learned what types of 
cases they deal with. 
I even learnt what 
the receptionist does 
on a daily basis and 
how they deal with 
their work. I realised 
that LORIC values 
are a massive factor 
within the world of 
work. Doing a work 
experience placement 
at the solicitors 
opened my eyes into 
what I would like to do 
in the future because 
I really enjoyed it and 
it may be something 
that I pursue in the 

future.
Samad O1

Firstly I realise that finding a 
placement or job is not easy 

and my placement was only 
confirmed the day before I 
started! I worked at Smethwick 
Asian Funeral Directors where 
I did office work as well as 
learning how those who have 
passed are transferred to 
the funeral home. I was able 
to observe how families are 
supported in the most difficult 
time of their lives. I feel work 
experience has changed me 
by bringing me out of my 
comfort zone, allowing me 
to behave professionally and 
making me feel proud of 
myself. I have been offered 
an internship with them and 
have now started seriously 
considering what I want to do 
as a future career.
Riya M2

The activities 
helped me 
with my 
confidence.
Dylan O7

CAREERS EDUCATION 9



We are going to miss you! 
You’ve been such a great 

help “ and“ I never let anyone 
on work experience do this 
job as it is too important“ 
are some of the comments 
I had from the Manager  at 
HMV where I did my work 
experience. “If you ever want 
a summer job or Christmas 
holidays job you know where 
to come” came from my work 
colleagues.  It was difficult to 
find this work experience as 
everyone had a perception of 
what Year 10 students were 
like. I arrived every day on 
time and even though I was 
tired I wanted to make a good 
impression so I completed 
every day. Being constantly on 
my feet is tiring and this has 
made me realise that I do not 
want to work in retail for my 
future career.
Dior-Mae E6

And from students who 
stayed in school to do 

careers workshops on Post 
16 Options, Application 
Forms and Interview Skills, 

Apprenticeships, 
Health Care 
Careers, 
Engineering – 
including Civil 
Engineering 
,Motor Vehicle 
Work and the 
Motor Sports 
Industry…

I did CPR for the 
first time and 
operated a radio controlled 
car as well as learning about 
apprenticeships and civil 
engineering. I have been more 
active in these workshops 
than any of my ordinary 
lessons
Khurram E8

I have learned about choices 
after Year 11

Kemar E7

For the last two days I have 
learnt that girls can do all 

of the jobs that society thinks 
only boys can do. I have 
learnt that when you see an 
opportunity, you take it. I have 

practiced changing a tyre and 
how to work as a team.
Priya C5

I have learnt a lot about 
careers and the real working 

world 
Amaan M9

This term we also 
congratulate our Prince’s 

Trust Mosaic mentees on 
completing their eight week 
course.

This course helped me think 
about my life and goals as 

well as build my confidence – 
Aliyah O9

Images: Holyhead students at careers event.

“
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This inspired me – 
Benjamin O5

I enjoyed when my classmates and I were 
contributing to a task showing team 

work – Heena E4

The activities helped me with my 
confidence- 

Dylan O7

And as part of the Aspire to Aston 
Programme our Year 9s became 

university students for a day. Some 
had never before considered that 
they would go to university but they 
were encouraged to look at the range 
of courses they could study, then 
they visited the library and saw the 
accommodation they could expect to live 
in as a student.

Phew! Lots of faculties have invited in 
inspirational speakers and organised trips 
so that our students get the most up to 
date, accurate information and can be 
supported in making careers choices.

The careers room is up and running, 
some of our former students have 
been in to inspire the next generation 
of Holyhead students and employers, 
colleges and universities are lining 
up to give their input into our careers 
programme for the new academic year.  
Can’t wait to see how 2019-2020 shapes 
up. Maybe, next year we can get some of 
our inspirational parents to contribute 
to our programme. Step up Mums and 
Dads!

Mrs. Sandra Jones
Director of Careers Education

CAREERS EDUCATION11





The UKMT Individual Maths 
Challenges are lively, 

intriguing multiple choice 
question papers, which are 
designed by the University of 
Leeds to stimulate interest 
in maths in large numbers of 
pupils.

The Maths challenges provoke 
students’ mathematical thinking 
and test their problem solving 
skills in an accessible and yet 
challenging way.Over 270, 000 students from more than 3000 schools in the UK participated 
in Junior Mathematical Challenge on 30th April 2019.  Fourty-nine Year 8 students that took 
part from Holyhead School. The highest performers were awarded Gold, Silver and Bronze 
Certificates.  Congratulations to all participants, Silver Award Winners: Mohammed E7, Liam E6 and 
Zahra M3. Bronze Award Winners: Amelia C4, Issa O9, Lily O1 and Sahil E8.

Summer 2019- 
Mathematics

To celebrate National Numeracy Day students completed a Numeracy Challenge during their 
Tutor Time. This was the challenge.

Numeracy Challenge

Answers to the 
above questions 
are on the following 
page -



I thoroughly enjoyed the Numeracy ‘Ramadan’ 
challenge. We worked in teams during Tutor 

Time. We had to remain resilient throughout 
the task. The questions were shared between 
the groups so that we could complete the task 
efficiently and accurately. My group won and 
I had to present my answers to the rest of the 
Tutor Group.
Kelise E5

Answers to Ramadan quiz from previous page.

Ramadan 
5th May - 4th June
2019

On Monday 24th June, 40 Year 8 
Humanities students took part in a 

visit to the Black Country Living Museum. 
We took time to wander around the 
recreated Victorian village with our 
tour guide learning about the Industrial 
Revolution and the impact that this had on 
peoples lives, jobs, homes, shopping and 
leisure time. 

Standing in a house suffering from 
subsidence, we could better understand the 
impact of mining on our local area and a 
chance to watch a ‘smithy’ at work showed 
us just how dangerous some jobs could be 
at this time and how little protection there 
was from injury. This we further enforced 
when we ventured down a mine shaft, it is 
fair to say a few of our number were a little 
scared!

Free time allowed for sampling of fish and 
chips, the sweet shop and the cake shop 
(lots of us had blue teeth by the end of the 
day from all of the sweets!) Miss Somerfield

“While I was on my trip, I’ve learnt a lot more 
about the Industrial Revolution, and I had a 
chance to see how things were made back in 
the days. I enjoyed the trip a lot. Thank You.”
Antonio, O5

MATHS/ HUMANITIES 14



 We took time to 
wander around the 
recreated Victorian 
village with our tour guide learning 
about the Industrial Revolution and 
the impact that this had on peoples 
lives.

“

MATHS15



This year, Holyhead’s 
annual Sports day 

was held on Friday the 
21st June. With the sun 
shining brightly, spirits 
were high and there was 
lots of excitement in the 
air!

For the first time ever we had 
a Year 12 Sports Day and 
they opened the proceedings. 
There was lots of fun and 
laughter and some great 
performances from Imun who 
won the 800m, the 80m, the 
200m and the relay.  Aliyah 
won the Discus and Javelin, 
and Anhar won the Shot, 
Discus and Javelin. 12E were 
the winners with 72 points, 
narrowly beating 12H on 71 
points.

Year 8 competed next and 
students were very excited 
for their Sports day.  Having 
competed in the field events 
the week before, there were 
exceptional results from 
Bintou winning the Shot, 
Javelin, and 800m; and from 
Eshan who won the 800m, 
80m and 200m. Edgware 
were victorious in the Year 8 
Sports Day competition with 
105 points, narrowly beating 
Meriden on 104 points.

In the Year 9 competition, 
there was lots of fierce 
competition in the events.  
Exceptional performances 
came from Kelly in the 
Shot, Discus, 800m, 200m 
and the relay. Other great 
performances came from 
Reuben, La’Tania and Azaliah.  
Meriden scored 133 points, 
just beating Corwen by 1 point 
to take first place. 

Year 7 students were very 
excited at their first Sports 
day at Holyhead. There 
were lots of enthusiastic 
athletes waiting to take part 
in the events. From Sports 
day field events, there were 
outstanding performances 
from Neha, winning the Shot, 
Manish winning the Shot and 
Discus, and Taiba winning the 
Discus and Javelin.  Shakira 
was fantastic in the 80m 
and Relay, and D’Jon gave an 
excellent performance in the 
80m, 200m, and the Relay.  
Meriden secured another win 
comfortably over the other 
colleges, winning by 24 points.

The day ended with the Year 
10 competition, With this 
being their final Sports day, 
the Year 10’s were keen to 
take part.  Overall there were 
excellent performances from 
Alexian, winning the 800m 
and the 80m, from Romiqua 
who won the Shot, Javelin, 
800m, 200m and the Relay. 
There were other great 
performances from Divyansh, 
and Duranh. Overall, it was 
a win for Meriden, 2nd for 
Oswestry, 3rd for Edgware, 
and 4th for Corwen.

This year also saw the 
introduction of the Tug of 
War competition. Although it 
was competitive, it was also 
lots of fun and it was really 
great to see lots of students 
enjoying themselves and 
joining in.  The final overall 
results were: in 4th position 
Corwen College, Oswestry 
finished in 3rd position, in 2nd 
position was Edgware and in 
FIRST position was MERIDEN 

College. A massive well done 
to everyone who took part in 
the events, and a big thank 
you to all the staff who came 
out to support sports day.  
Your continued support is 
greatly appreciated by the PE 
Department. 

C. Gill - Head of PE

Sports Day 2019Sports Day 2019
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Images: Holyhead students compete in the annual Sports Day 2019.
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Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 took 
part in the Aston Schools Athletics 

competitons on  the 27th June and the 1st 
July.  The girls did extremely well and were 
unlucky to lose out to St. Pauls for first 
place.

Holyhead had some great individual wins, 
with Azaliah and La’Tania in Year 9 anialating 
their opponents in the 80m sprint.  Romiqua 
also won the 80m sprint and the Javelin for 
Year 10.

All of our relay teams came second.  It was a 
great evening and both teams were awarded 
second position in the overall competition.  
Well done to all the girls on their individual 
wins and effort overall.

C. Gill - Head of PE

KS3 and KS4
Aston Schools
Athletics
Competitions

KS3 and KS4
Aston Schools
Athletics
Competitions

KS4 Aston Athletics Team 2019.

Year 7 Aston Athletics 2019. Year 8 Aston Athletics 2019.

PE - ASTON SCHOOLS ATHLETICS18



Birmingham Connect is a project which has been 
set up by the Youth Sports Trust in partnership 

with The Commonwealth Games (CWG), which aims 
to use the power of sport and the excitement of 
the CWG Birmingham 2022, to promote the social 
integration of young people.  The main objective of 
this project is to break the barriers between young 
people of different cultures, ethnicity and religions, 
bringing them together through sport.

Holyhead have been selected as one of the 20 
schools across Birmingham to take part in this 
project. Five students from Year 7 and 8 have been 
selected to represent Holyhead and these are know 
as our Connectors.  Our first training session was 
held at the NEC on the 19th of June, where we met 
the organisers from the Youth Sports Trust, Sport 
England, and the Commonwealth Games England.  
We got to meet the GB Triple Jumper Nathan 
Douglas, which was very exciting.

We also met our ’twin’ school - Four Dwellings 
Academy; which we will work with for the remainder 
of the project.

The second training session of the project was held 
at Birmingham University’s amazing Sports Centre 
on Tuesday 2nd July.  Here our Connectors worked 
with our ‘twin’ school’s Connectors, taking part 
in different sports, some of which we had never 
experienced before.  Students took part in 
Boxing, Zumba, Squash, Yoga and Wheelchair 
Basketball.  This gave students the experience 
of new sports and the opportunity to 
interact with connectors from 19 other 
schools from across Birmingham.

From this training, our Connectors will 
now work with the connectors from 
our twin school and they will plan 
and deliver four sporting events with 
students from both schools over the 
next year.  One of the long term goals 
from this project, is for our connectors 
to be involved in the Commonwealth 
Games in Birmingham 2022, as 
volunteers; and for Holyhead students 
to be involved in the opening ceremony 
of the Commonwealth Games and/or the 
Queen’s Baton parade. To see what we are 
doing, look out for more reports from the 
Go Connect project in the next episode of the 
Pulse Magazine.

C. Gill - Head of PE

Birmingham Connect Project

PE - BIRMINGHAM GO CONNECT19



I entered the ‘Poetry Escape’ competition 
organised by Mrs Daya a few months ago, 

thinking that my poem was not going to be 
chosen anyway. But I just thought, what if 
it was chosen? What if someone really likes 
it and I make their day? My poem is called 
‘Flying’. It features the characteristics of war 
time, not only the two World Wars but also all 
of the distressing wars going on now.

Two weeks after I had entered the 
competition, I completely forgot about the 
competition because I had given up thinking 
about it. My peers who had entered kept 
asking Miss Moore if they had won, yet there 
was still no answer. One day, Miss Moore 
exclaimed, “Before we do the work, we have 
news… Students who entered the poetry 
competition a few months ago: some of us 
have won!!”

Miss Moore announced the names and 
mine was one of them. I questioned myself 
“Was this a dream? A joke? Or pure reality?” I 
walked up to Miss Moore to get my envelope 
like some celebrity was going up to get an 
Oscar award. The first person I told was our 
school’s Events Manager, Mrs Mistry: she is 
very proud of meand took a picture of my 
poem. It made me feel very special and now 
my picture is on Holyhead School’s Instagram 
and Twitter pages. I am so lucky and so 
grateful that I had the opportunity to enter 
this competition because my poem will be 
published in a poetry book that I can keep 
forever as a memory. Tanish, 8 O5

Some of the winning poems:

Poetry Escape: Break the silence, tell your truth…

Flying 

Bombs flying like Mary Poppins,

A cemetary without coffins.

A distant sound of coughing,

Buildings crumbling like crumbs or crust.

I feel cold beneath the the clouds of debris or dust.

I see something flying,

I hear a child crying,

I ran to a shelter with the baby,

A lot of people, mentally ill or just crazy.

Tanish 8 05

ENGLISH20



Depression 
When the pain can never stop hurting,

Sometimes you feel so down,

You might even feel so numb,

That everyone just calls you dumb.

Undelivered 8am.

You really want to achieve,

But you don’t even succeed,

You want to be important,

But they just bring you down,

All the way to the ground.

Undelivered 8:06am.

When depression gets to you,

You just need another view;

A weight that is always on you,

That you can never get rid of.

Undelivered 8:10am.

It never stops hurting, does it?

Giving someone everything

But you see them take

And choose someone else instead of you.

Delivered 9:55pm.

(Amiah 9 C2)

ENGLISH 21



What is society? 
Diversity – similarity

Religious – profane

Together for eternity

With happiness and pain.

What is society?

Culture – future?

Ethics – physics?

Religion – collision?

Belief – relief?

What is society?

Everything goes in vain,

It fills me with anxiety.

A family feud

Or a friend with fame.

What is society?

A fusion of cultures,

A harmonious association,

An alliance of togetherness,

A federation of emancipation.

What is society?

An embodiment of stereotypes,

A cluster of prototypes,

We nourish and flourish

A community filled with humanity.

What is society?

ENGLISH22



A game of perception

Overflowing with deception

With standards high and low

But do we really know?

Diversity – similarity

Religious – profane

Together for eternity

With happiness and pain.

(Taaranjot 8 O3)

Society Today
When I think of society today

I get a feeling of dismay.

What was once thriving,

Is now cunning and conniving.

What happened to ‘don’t judge a book by its cover?’

Now people’s eyes continuously hover.

Now leaders are free to do what they want

And abuse their power.

This is society today,

A place plagued with dismay.

Assiyo 8 E2
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A New School
When you walk into a scary school

Where the fences are bigger than you

It is like a prison!

Meeting friends, having ‘fun’,

Getting called names

Is all part of the fun.

Teachers call in to learn for six hours

Then go back inside

Walking the six blocks back to my house.

Then the same thing starts all over again

For the next five years.

Benjamin 8 O5

World Wide War
The world is covered in war,

It’s like a fierce carnivore.

So many deaths, nearly one hundred million

Affecting every civilian.

We all know how it feels during war,

It’s like a stockless store.

It’s a waste f time,

Just like committing a crime.

Soon the bomb will drop

And Earth’s growth will stop.

You can’t blame the Muslims

Because they did not create all of the problems.
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We need to stop this disaster,

Otherwise, it’ll start to grow faster.

It’s not fair on the innocent people,

Soon it’ll affect all townspeople.

Who is to blame

For this idea which is lame?

It’s like an idiot created it,

Thinking it would have a good benefit.

In the end it killed loads,

It is starting to cross roads.

It is making more people immigrate a year,

In those people it creates fear.

We need to stop now

Cos it’ll cover every country in a war zone somehow.

More and more fear strikes

Whilst there are a lot more airstrikes.

This might only be a poem

But it could stop war everywhere so show him.

One dumb starter

Has made an international disaster.

War is crawling and killing faster than a mosquito,

It’s easier than peeling a potato.

Anybody could create a war,

Not just ‘the Muslims’ we blame it for.

If you are involved

You should know you’re helping it to evolve.

Liam 8 E6
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Welcome once more to 
the Meriden College 

page. It has been a busy term 
for the College, in particular, 
for the Sports Captains who 
have been busy organising 
teams for Inter college and

Sports Day
I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of 
the students who took part 
in these competitions, and 
also to the Sports Captains 
for doing such an amazing job 
this year.  I would also like to 
thank our College Captains 
Harpreet, Nasir, Ashaunti, 
Vishal and Ayuub for all of 
their hard work this year, as 
well as the Form Captains 
for organising the inter form 
competitions.  Meriden 
students continue to push 
themselves and go above 
and beyond in ensuring that 
Meriden are the best College 
in the school.  Keep up the 
good work and well done.

D. Denny
Sports Day

What an amazing Sports 
Day we had this year, I 

was so proud to be part of it.  
We have been victorious for 
the last two years, so this year 
it was going to be difficult.  
However, our Sports Captains 
did an amazing job of 
organising teams and all year 
groups had a competitor for 
each event.  One of the most 
popular events this year was 
the Tug of War.  All athletes 
were extremely competitive in 
this event, and it was lovely to 
see students who would not 

normally take part in Sports 
Day, participate in this event.

The competitors were brilliant 
and this year, Year 7 finished 
in 1st place, Year 8 finished 
2nd (by only one point), Year 
9 finished first and Year 10 
finished first.  The following 
athletes won their event;

Year 7 - D’Jon (80m, 200m, 800m).

Year 8 - Shahan (Javelin).

Year 9 - Kelly (shot, discus, 200m, 
800m), Azalia (80m), La’Tania 
(Javelin), Kearnu (Javelin), Reuben 
(shot and discus), Kayden (200m), 
Kevell (80m), girls and boys relay 
team.

Year 10 - Aaresha (80m), Laaibah 
(discus), Farhan (discus), Durahn 
(200m), girls and boys relay team.

Overall we were the winners 
of Sports Day for the third 
year running.  A huge well 
done to all of the students 
who took part in Sports Day 
this year, I am extremely 
grateful and proud to see 
that hard work pays off.  
In particular a massive 
congratulations to Kelly and 
D’Jone who won 3 or 4 of 
their events.  I would also 
like to thank our very own Mr 
Motivator, Mr Rahman, for 
all of his help with the Inter-
College this year.  Well done 
everyone.

Good bye and 
good luck
I would like to take this 

opportunity to wish the Year 
11 leavers every success for 
the future and to thank them 

for all of the hard work they 
have put into helping to win 
the College shield in the last 
5 years.  They have been with 
me the whole way in seeing 
Meriden go from strength to 
strength.  I hope to see some 
of them at Holyhead 6th form 
and wish them luck with their 
exam results.

And finally, many thanks to 
all of the students and Form 
tutors and staff attached to 
Meriden, who have been 100% 
involved in making Meriden 
become the best College in 
the school because without 
you, this would not have 
happened.

Mrs D. Denny

Meriden CollegeMeriden College

Good bye and
good luck

Sports Day
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Images: Meriden College students enjoy Sports Day.
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holyhead Sixth 
Form’s inaugral 
well-being 
afternoon for 
Year 12.

It is truly an exciting 
time to be a student 

at Holyhead Sixth Form 
with all the enrichment, 
social and well-being 
opportunities on offer.

This year we decided to 
give students an afternoon 
break from their studies and 
concentrate on developing 
their personal well-being 
and mental health.  The Sixth 
Form Team organised for 
over 8 separate workshops/
sessions for the Year 12’s 
(of which they could choose 
two).  The workshops were 
varied from Yoga to Salsa, 
take a look at these amazing 
pictures to see what was 
on offer.  The feedback we 
received has been amazing 
and the students are keen to 
see a similar event in the near 
future.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all 
the Sixth Form staff involved 
in organising this event and 
our staff who gave up their 
time to supervise or put on 
sessions for the students.

Mr F Khan - Head of Year 12

holyhead Sixth 
Form’s inaugral 
well-being 
afternoon for 
Year 12.

Images: These are just a sample of the many activities 
available at the Sixth Form Well-Being event.
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On Friday 28th June 2019, 
Holyhead students 

in Year 12 were given the 
opportunity to experience 
a day at The University 
of Birmingham.  They got 
to experience campus life 
and got a taste of university 
lectures.  We have a strong 
connection with UoB, with 
many of our students 
applying to study there every 
year.  Good luck to all our 
Year 12s who will be moving 
into Year 13 and getting 
ready to apply for University.

Mr F Khan Head of Year 12

At Holyhead Sixth Form, we put on a series of 
competitions each term to encourage students to work 

together and help develop their social and communication 
skills.  This term, our students were extra excited as they 
had an opportunity to showcase their culinary skills.  15 
form groups across Year 12 and 13 went head to head to see 
which form could produce the best meal within 45 minutes.

Each form were given a budget of £3 towards purchasing 
their raw ingredients for the challenge.  The Form with the 
best taste, presentation and teamwork were to be chosen as 
the winners.  There is more to this challenge than a bit of fun 
though, it enables students to begin thinking about how they 
would live on a budget if living away from home when they 
go to university.  This competition was a huge success and 
well done to 12D and 13G on winning.

Mr Khan Head of Year 12

Holyhead Sixth form 
student go head to 
head in a cook off 
challenge!

Holyhead Sixth form 
student go head to 
head in a cook off 
challenge!

images: Six Form bake off!
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The Creative Arts faculty 
have been busy this term 

with lots of different and 
exciting events such as the 
Sixth Form Art Exhibition Re-
View taking place on the 13th 
June, where incredible work 
created by our wonderful 
students was exhibited for 
staff and students to see.

As well as this we had the 
Chineke Orchestra visit 
to deliver a workshop to 
students, about their role 
within their orchestra, 
performing some stunning 
pieces as well as a leading 
questions from our students 
about careers and the music 
industry. The enjoyment 
and excitement of this day 
was all recorded for the 
BBC news and Birmingham 
TV. The Drama department 
then went on to put on four 
performances of the Wizard 
of Oz. This involved an excited 
and enthusiastic cast as well 
as a live band. The fantastic 
performances reflected 
Holyheads character and 
passion for the arts. To finish 
off this term we have BIMM 
university coming into deliver 
a University workshop.  We 
hope to see you all there.

with a Twist...with a Twist...

Holyhead School Presents 
Holyhead School Presents 

Tickets are £2. These can be purchased from Finance office and Mrs Mistry.

Tickets are £2. These can be purchased from Finance office and Mrs Mistry.

The Creative 
Arts faculty

Thanks to the Mrs Mistry and the THSH for arranging the Chineke Ensemble.



School Production

Holyhead’s school show this year is The Wizard of Oz, 
with a Twist! Creative Arts faculty have been working 

together to create props, music, dance and costumes. 

It’s Joaaliyah’s first production since starting at Holyhead last 
year...

“It’s coming together really quickly, different rehearsals are 
happening at the same time so that we can all see how it fits 
together” Joaaliyah 7E8

Year 11

Drama students completed their practical exam in May. 
They were required to plan, research, develop and 

devise their own piece of theatre, alongside coursework to 
document their progress. A large number of parents and 
students were invited to the showcase evening to support 
the students. 

Here’s what some of the students had to say about it;

“The main piece of advice I would give for any performance 
especially the exam is to do as much research as possible, 
as it  will help with building a character, creating a topic and 
an intention. Secondly, make sure that you rehearse well. Be 
professional and enjoy it! “
Charlotte 11H

Looking ahead…

Drama students in Key Stage 4 & 5 will have the opportunity 
to watch two award winning performances at the theatre 

this Autumn/Winter; Barbershop Chronicles and Peter Pan.

Barber Shop Chronicles

Directed by Olivier award-winning director Bijan Sheibani and 
designed by Rae Smith (War Horse), Barber Shop Chronicles 

is a heart-warming, hilarious and insightful new play that leaps 
from a barber shop in Peckham to Johannesburg, Harare, 
Kampala, Lagos and Accra over the course of a single day.

Peter Pan

Filled with swashbuckling adventure, the eternal classic Peter 
Pan has enthralled audiences across generations. This 

striking new version for the young, young at heart and forever 
young is set to make you fall in love with this family favourite all over again.
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Man Made Youth Company

Midlands based all male ‘Man Made Youth Company’ came in 
to work with a group of boys from Year 9 & 10. The workshop 

was professional, fast paced and challenged the boys to produce a 
physically demanding and creative piece of work. The company was 
so impressed with the enthusiasm and dedication from our boys that 
they have booked another session in the Autumn term. 

RSA8 is a Leadership Programme for Year 8’s students.
The aim of the programme is to work with the other RSA 

family schools and work on a Social Action Campaign to raise 
awareness and make a difference in the community.

This year the team chose to tackle a couple of issues first 
one being Period Poverty. They have secured a free supply of 
sanitary product for all girls to access. These are freely available 
to all females in school. Girls can go to SPACE, Sixth Form office 
or see Mrs Mistry and just say “RED BOX” and they can help 
themselves to anything in the box.

The second Project they tackled was looking at the causes 

RSA8 Project - Social Action Campaign 
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for the need for a Food Bank in the area. A 
couple of students were personally affected 
and have stories that you can read below. 
Again, the team addressed the whole school 
by delivering assemblies and sharing their 
stories. They raised awareness and asked for 
donations for the local Food Bank. In addition, 
to this a cupcake and samosas sale was 
held and raised over £120 which will also go 
towards the Food Bank.

A competition was launched to encourage 
donations and a prize will be given to the 
winning form.

We are incredibly pleased and very proud 
to announce the winning forms for their 
generous donations goes to O5 Mrs L 
MCKinney and E2 Ms A Daya both forms 
collected nearly 90 items per form.

The team also continued last years Garden 
Project and supported Soho In Bloom, making 
this a sustainable project, by planting over 
3000 plants in containers along Holyhead 
Road with the help of two Year 7 groups. 
A massive thank you goes out to Miss 
Clarke, Miss Bradley and Mr Rafter for 
coming out and supporting this project. 
#givingbacktothecommuntiy.

RSA8 33
I am genuinely overwhelmed by the RSA8 
team, who have all worked passionately and 
relentlessly on these projects.

Without the support of staff / students and 
Holyhead community these project would 
have not been so successful.  Thank you.

Mrs Mistry
RSA8 Lead & Events Manager

Meet the Team - Year 8
Harshvir C6, Zayn C8, Zaaida E7, Ashaunti M8, Tanish 
O5, Antonio O5, Belal C2, Mavish O2 & Alesha C4

Images: Meet the RSA8 Team

A blog about the day can be found here - https://www.
rsaacademies.org.uk/rsa8-evaluation-and-celebration-
workshop/ 



RSA8 Leadership Programme 
Social Action Campaign

#TheGoodInUs

who are we?
We are the ‘TheGoodInUs’. Never 
heard of us, have you?

Well you will know after reading this. 
‘#TheGoodInUs’ is our team name.  

Our team is trying our best in order to 
tackle Period Poverty & Food hunger in our 
community. In our eyes, both project is a big 
thing to take into consideration.

Our vision statement is to not see any 
families suffering in our community and 
inspire the next generation to have a safer 
environment to avoid starvation for a bright 
future.

I am part of this campaign. I wished to carry 
on with this campaign because there was 

once a poor family living near my house. We 
felt sympathy for them so my family washed 
our old clothes and donated it to the family. 
The family consisted of a couple and their 
four children. The father would go without 
food and starved to then give his wife and 
children food as he didn’t have enough 
money to pay bills and provide food for his 
family. Unfortunately, he later passed away 
of starvation and I do not want to witness 
or ever want to hear something like what 
happened to any families so my target is 
not to see families suffering from food.
Belal C2

I am also part of this campaign. I do not 
have a story but I do have a vision. I really 

want to tackle Food Poverty because it 
is unfair for the people who cannot have 
even the basic necessities. My group may 
only be twelve/thirteen years old but we 
can still make a change. I heard Belal’s 
story and I really do not want anyone to 
be suffering like that family did. No one 
should ever die because they did not 
have enough food.
Tanish O5
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