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Principal’s Foreword
As we close on what has been a busy term, there are 
glimpses that ‘normal’ school life is starting to return with 
rituals like Sports Day and Duke of Edinburgh expeditions 
bringing some much deserved joy and freedom to students 
and staff alike.

With the Department for Education now confirming that we 
can depart from the ‘bubbles’ system in September, I am very 
much looking forward to the rebirth of our expansive 
enrichment programmes and the opportunity to bring the 
magic of Holyhead back to the Art, Music, Drama, Food and 
Sport we are renowned for.  

We also have a reputation for students making excellent 
progress in their education and this year’s provisional GCSE 

and A-Level results confirm that this important commitment to the community 
continues.  Next year will bring challenges but many opportunities as we explore 
partnerships and collaborative networks that will keep the school improving and 
developing.

As for now, enjoy a well deserved rest and enjoy reading about the many charitable and 
educational achievements in this edition.

My heartfelt thanks goes to everyone in the school community with staff, students and 
families pulling through this year with resilience, kindness and togetherness.  We have 
had to be strong this year, but never without a smile, a song or a samosa.  I’m proud to 
lead you on this important journey as we take on 2021/2022 with ambition and 
optimism.

Best wishes,

Mr Trafford
Principal 



“The VIP event with Dame Rachel de 
Souza is one that I certainly won’t forget. 
The discussions we had were an eye 
opening experience about the mental 
health of students and the education 

system. We all made valid 
points about the 
pandemic and how the 
circumstances have 
affected our identity. But 
most importantly, we 
spoke about how 
improvements can be 
made throughout 
Birmingham.”
Rhea 9H

In April, the Children’s Commissioner, 
Dame Rachel de Souza, launched her 
Childhood Commission, looking at how 

the Government can help to improve 
childhood experiences nationwide. Rachel 
had been touring schools across the 
country and we were honoured that 
Holyhead had been selected to host one of 
her visits. As part of this project, students 
had been encouraged to complete “The 
Big Ask” Survey. The results from the 
survey were an integral part of the 
Commissioner’s report in identifying the 
barriers preventing some children from 
reaching their full potential, as well as 
proposing solutions to this national issue of 
disparity across regions.
This visit took place on Friday 21st May and 
a student panel (listed below) represented 
Holyhead and our community. It was a
great opportunity for students to share 
their views. Rachel expressed her gratitude 
to the students for their participation, 
commending them on how clearly they 
articulated their views to the issues she 
raised. We are so proud of their 
participation! 

“It was a wonderful experience talking 
about what struggles our generation has 
faced during lockdown. We talked about 
things such as: mental health issues, not 
being able/having access to be active 
enough and many other things. This event 
helped me to realise that everyone had 
been affected by Covid-19 in some way. 
This visit made me grateful for my family 
because some people were unable to say 
goodbye, which breaks my heart. I look 
forward to many other events in the 
future.”
Tanish 10H

Devesh 7D
Angelina 7C
R’Mareo 8H
Saima 8E
Rhea 9H

Nelu-Narcis 9D
Paramjot 9E
Alesha 10A
Liam 10D

Tanish 10H
Tadeusz 10C
Navjot 10A
Zakilya 10C

Mustapha 10C
Kiran 11A

Simrat 11D
Daanté 13C

Dame Rachel de Souza

Zakilya & Mustapha meeting and greeting Rachel.

“It was my responsibility to introduce the 
Children’s Commissioner to Holyhead. It 
was an honourable opportunity to show 
Rachel around school. We visited the 
Performing Arts department, which blew 
the Commissioner’s socks off! During the 
panel discussion, we exchanged views on 
the current issues concerning young 
people, including mental health, the impact 
of Covid-19, crime, identity and much more. 
Ideas were articulated in such a mature 
manner. Holyhead 
students showed 
their resilience and 
dedication to 
always keep 
supporting each 
other no matter 
what comes our way!” 
Kiran (Head Girl) 11A

“Dame Rachel de Souza was an absolute 
delight to have in school. She made sure 
every student was heard. It was extremely 
heartwarming to see her engaging with us 
and giving us a feeling of hope and change 
in our area. We, as a school, were honoured 
to have her come in and we cannot wait for 
our ideas to be put forward.”
Gia 11D

“I had the honour of meeting Dame Rachel 
de Souza. She was very kind and easy to 
talk to. We were asked about our future 
aspirations. We talked about things that 
were lacking in our local area, which could 
help young people utilise their spare time. 
Some suggestions were: youth and sports 
clubs, where girls could get involved to 
help boost their self- esteem. Other topics 
we spoke about included: discrimination, 
stereotypes in the media and how this 

could effect young 
people from ethnic 
backgrounds. Overall this 
experience was very eye 
opening. I was really proud to 
represent Holyhead in such a 
positive way.” Alesha 10A

Year 11

Student panel4 5



The Be Kind Fundraising week was 
the first project the Ambassadors 
had worked on. Each bubble chose 

their own charities and explained why they 
wanted to support it. They also came up 
with ideas around the sorts of activities 
they wanted to conduct in order to raise 
money. The charities which were chosen 
could not have been more relevant in  
today’s climate. It was wonderful to see the 
passion students had when they were  
putting their suggestions forward. 

Ambassadors created posters and worked 
tirelessly to raise awareness for their 
chosen causes.

Each bubble sold samosas. The Year 9s 
suggested doing a “Guess the Teacher” 
activity, where you had to guess which 
teacher it was, based on their baby photo. 
The year 10s wanted to throw wet sponges 
at teachers. 

Congratulations 

to all of the winners.
What made this fundraiser a success was 
the collective effort of staff and students. 
Without the participation of staff, these  
activities would not have happened.  
Likewise, without the enthusiasm and hard 
work of the students, the activities would 
not have taken off the ground. 

We set a target of £500. At the end of the 
fundraising week, we managed to raise a 
grand total of 

£700! 

This was an incredible achievement. On 
behalf of the Be Kind team, we want to 
thank everyone who participated and thank 
you for your generosity and kindness.

Watch this space for the next project!

Miss Aziz and Mrs Mistry

“It created a good buzz 
around the school.” 

Thasnia 7F

Miss Bradley

Miss Dore

“When I first came to Holyhead I 
wanted to be a part of 
something important, 

something that could make a 
change for the school. Be Kind is 

that change.” 
Arissah 7G 

“Be Kind focuses on modern 
issues which affect us.” 

Kyreese 10CYear 10 Samosa Sale6 7
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We are very much looking forward to 
September 2021 with the hope of a return 
to all of Holyheds’ indoor and outdoor 
extra-curricular clubs available for all 
students.

So for now, continue to stay safe, take care 
over the summer holidays; and we look 
forward to welcoming you back to the PE 
Department and to even more 
extra-curricular activities in September. 

Holyhead PE Department

to Saira 7B 
who plays football for 

Halas Hawks Lionesses
and was named 

Player of the Year.

Extra-curricular clubs 
are back!

Attending extra-curricular activities/
sports is important and the 
benefits are extensive.  Physically, it 

encourages a healthy lifestyle and develops 
key physical attributes. Mentally, it 
develops teamwork, problem-solving and  
communication skills while socially, few 
extracurricular activities bring individuals 
together like sport can. It is so good to 
see students back at extra-curricular clubs 
again. With a slight easing of the lockdown 
restrictions in April, we were allowed to 
introduce extra-curricular clubs for Year 7 
and 8 students again. Due to the 
continuous Covid threat, these clubs had to 
be restricted in year groups, numbers  
attending and contained in their year 
group ‘bubbles’, to avoid any interaction 
with other year groups and cross usage of 
equipment.

The students have eagerly awaited the 
return of the Football Club, with 60 boys 
from Year 7 and 8 attending after school.  
It has been great to see them back on the 
astro turf every week.

The Netball Club ran until the Easter  
holidays, and currently has Rounders Club 
on a Monday after school for Year 7s and 
on a Thursday for Year 8 students. The girls 
have really enjoyed getting back outside 
on to the Rounders pitch!  The return of 
clubs has brought some ‘life’ back into the 
PE department and has filled us with hope 
for next term.

9

A celebration for all!

Holyhead continued to celebrate religions and traditions as we always have. As a part 
of this we launched two competitions; to create an Eid card and an Easter Card to 
understand out peers’ faiths and increase appreciation for on another.

 
We thoroughly enjoyed looking through the competition entries. As always our Holyhead 
students have impressed us with their creativity and skills. Thank you so much for all of 
the wonderful entries!
 
The prize winners for Easter Card competition are: 
 
KS3 - Preet 8F, Gurman 7A & Simarjot 7G 
KS4 - Rimsha 10G, Navjot 10A & Sarmiya 10A
 
The prize winners for Eid Card competition 
are: 
 
KS3 - Preet 8F, Gauri 7B & Raiqa 8G 
KS4 - Aaryan & Rehan 10C, Arfan 9B & 
Izaiah 10F

We look forward to seeing more of your 
creativity in future competitions.
 
Have a lovely summer! 

Mr Rahman, Mr Prentice and Mr Smeaton. 
College Leads

College Updates



Over May half term, some of our 
Holyhead students attended a 
Hockey Camp hosted by Barford 

Tigers. This camp was a two day event, 
where our students joined others from 
multiple schools to learn skills in a fun, 
friendly & Covid safe environment. We 
were honoured to have coaching by 
successful sportsmen and women 
including: Emily Defroand (GB Hockey 
Player), Rohan Bhuhi (GB U21 Hockey 
Player), Ali Raza (Ex-Pakistan Hockey 
Player and Olympic Silver Medalist), Yuvraj 
Bhuhi (England U16 and U18 Hockey 
Player), as well as some ex England 
Internationals that are 
already coaches at the 
Barford Tigers’ club. 
Further to this, Denise 
Lewis, an Olympian 
Heptathlon athlete, 
came to join the camp 
and interact with the 
students.
 
Despite the hot weather, the students had 
a great time, learning new skills and 
applying them to different scenarios. Our 
students represented Holyhead School 
well, so much so that six of our students 
were offered a Scholarship from the club, 
so that they could continue to attend 
hockey training with Barford Tigers every 
Sunday for free for a whole year!
 

“I just wanted to say that the 
camp was amazing and so fun. 
One of the most fun things I’ve 
ever done and I just wanted to 
say thank you. It was amazing 

meeting the pros and new 
people.”
Armaan 9C

Holyhead prides itself on working with the 
local community to ensure that our 
students are taking advantage of as many 
extra curricular activities as possible and 
we are pleased to see the students enjoy 
themselves whilst keeping fit and healthy 
at the same time! We look forward to 
seeing what other activities our students 
partake in to keep active over the summer. 

Students who attended:

Gunpreet 8F
Armaan 9C
Jayden 9C
Prabhnoor 9E

Iqbal 8E 
Manish 9D
Paramjot 9E
Michaleus 10B

This hockey club is open to everyone of all abilities. If you are interested in coming along 
please contact Miss K Gill for more details. 

Holyhead ’s Hockey Heroes

Rohan Buhi

Michaleus 10B Prabhnoor 9E

10 11

Selected students from Year 7 have 
taken part in the International 
Women in Engineering STEM 

workshop, set up by Birmingham City 
University. The students were tasked with 
designing and building a flood proofing 
solution to protect houses in high risk areas 
from flooding. To validate their results, they 
also built and coded Microbit water sensors 
which indicate the presence of moisture. 

“This is helping me learn new skills I never 
would normally learn”. Kimarley 7H

“I wish I could do this every Friday”. 
Tanveer 7A

The winning design by unanimous vote was 
Prabdeep 7A, Gurman 7A, Roma 7E, Rabia 
7G and Arissah 7G. Congratulations to all 
the students who took part in this exciting 
workshop.

Mr Hillman, Mrs Jones and Mr Baggott

Book Review - ‘My School Project’
Recently I decided to read a book on Sora called ‘Tom Gates - My school project’ by the 
amazing author Liz Pichon. Once I started reading the book it was like I was in another 
world; Tom’s world. There were so many enjoyable and relatable parts from Tom’s school 
project where he had to make a family tree to him fussing about his shoes that 
supposedly make weird noises. This is an interesting book, full of drawings, doodling and 
different fonts. A quick sneak peak is that Tom and 
his classmates are doing an assignment on their 
family trees and Tom needs to do some research on 
his, though he’d rather not but when encouraged by 
his mum and dad, Tom finds out all kinds of things 
he never knew about his family and friends. Overall I 
would highly recommend this book to anyone =)

Prabdeep 7A

This book is available to read, alongside thousands of 
others on SORA - the school’s online virtual library.
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Well done to all the hard work and efforts 
of our students within their Mathematics 
lessons and online Hegarty Maths. We have 
awarded STAR Mathematician Certificates 
to the following students. 

We celebrated National Numeracy Day on 
Wednesday 19th May. Tutor groups 
participated in a Numeracy Quiz. 

Congratulations to the winning Tutor 
Groups: 

Year 7: 7A
Year 8: 8F
Year 9: 9H

Year 10: 10G
Year 11: 11A
Year 12: 12G

Selected students from Year 10 have benefitted from the National 
Tutoring Programme by engaging with online Maths lessons. This 
targeted  support has allowed the students to focus on revision and work together in 
small groups to develop their Mathematical skills and problem solving abilities. Initial 
student feedback has been very positive and we will monitor any improvements in 
individual summer assessments results in due course.

Maths
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The MFL faculty would like to congratulate the following 
students who have received awards throughout the year:

In May, 25 Year 10 students competed in an 
intense and challenging competition 
planning the perfect urban area for the 
Urban Land Institute. They were tasked 
with designing the urban area whilst 
considering sustainability, local interest 
groups and budgets. They worked 
tirelessly throughout the day to complete 
their job roles and 
communicated fantastically 
with the professionals 
monitoring their work. All 
teams worked amazingly 
together but a huge shout out 
belongs to the winning team: 
Asian Architects! 

Well done 
Belal 10A, Attar 10B, 

Ganga 10C & Tadeusz 10C

Miss Bradley 

“Within the Urban Plan Challenge, our 
team had to plan a city’s layout for it to 
be a sustainable city to suit this genera-
tion and many more ahead of us. During 
the challenge we had to work together to 
control out time management and work on 
our character skills such as presenting and 
planning as a team with job roles. We are 

extremely grateful for having 
had the opportunity to take 
part in such a wonderful event 
with such amazing people 
guiding us through every step. 
We would also like to give a 
warm thank you to Miss 
Bradley for picking us to take 
part in this event! A sincere 
thank you from the both of us.”
 
Tanish 10H and Ahmed 10F

Welcome future Year 7s of 2021!
Traditional Transition Day may have been cancelled but we 
were able to overcome this and bounce back with optimism 
and positivity, with the support of our amazing staff.
Holyhead is more than a place of study; it is where students 
are given a platform to grow, develop and excel. At Holyhead, 
we are like one big family,  who care and support one 
another. We have high standards at Holyhead and expect the 
best from our students. 
We have put together amazing online resources to help put 
your minds at ease. There is a video on the Year 6 Transition 
section of the school website, which gives you top tips, for 
Holyhead life and information and help you need for the 
journey ahead. In order to get to know the staff in advance, 
we have put together a “Meet The Team” slideshow. See you 
at Summer School, otherwise have a great break and see you 
in September! 

Mr Khan, Head of Year 7

Modern Foreign LanguagesModern Foreign Languages

Year 6 Transition
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Congratulations to our Head of Music 
Mrs Geddes on having a beautiful 
baby boy! 

The Creative Arts department is starting to 
slowly implement practical elements to our 
lessons. We have seen a real buzz around 
the school as we can hear live music being 
played, students working on scenes in small 
groups and lots of art work being
produced. 

In Drama it is always our aim to deliver a 
curriculum that allows students to explore 
the world they live in a safe learning 
environment and this has always primarily 
been done through practical work. The Year 
7s have been introduced to works of 
devising and have started to slowly create 
their own pieces using techniques they have 
learnt through the year. After a practical 
lesson the following message was shared 
from a Year 7 student  

“At the beginning of the drama lesson I was 
uncomfortable with acting because 
everyone was looking at me but when I did 
more practical work,  I was thinking that all 
the audience are mirrors and when you look 
at them you’re the only one in the room”. 
Thomas 7E

This sums up the safe space we create here 
at Holyhead and we will continue to 
encourage students to create and perform 
with confidence! We can’t wait to unleash 
the Holyhead talent. 

We are extremely proud of the Year 11 and 
Year 13 students who we are sad to see 
leave us. We were extremely lucky to have 
a talented cohort in both years. Despite 
the challenges we faced over the last year, 
these year groups championed on, 
demonstrated real leadership, resilience and 
successfully completed their exam practical 
pieces to a high standard. The promo 
video for this can be found on the Holyhead 
School Instagram and Twitter profiles. 

Extended Learning

We have access to a Digital theatre, plus an 
online platform that has a wide selection of 
live plays and resources. 

All students at Holyhead can access this 
platform for FREE using the following 
information:

https://edu.digitaltheatreplus.com
Username: login.11431

Password: muscle@4787 
 

Look out for the extra curricular clubs 
starting in the new academic year.
 
Well done for all your efforts and we wish 
you all a great summer.

Creative Arts Faculty 

Showcase

We kicked off Music with our Year 12 
band firstly designing and 
performing their own set. This 

then led to us as a faculty choosing to make 
a film celebrating the Arts at Holyhead. Our 
Music students in Sixth Form joined Drama 
and Art to showcase what they have been 
doing since we returned after lockdown. 
This included songs such as, Ticket to Ride 
and songs from artists such as Destiny’s 
Child. 
Music has continued to spread through the 
school, with our Year 9 students taking part 
in steel pans led by our amazing Steel Pans 
teacher, Owen Clarke. Taking part in weekly 
lessons, the students had the opportunity 
to perform for the Children’s Commissioner, 
Dame Rachel de Souz. To continue to wow 
our prestigious guest, our Sixth Form 
student, Daante, also performed, allowing 

the Commissioner to experience a vast 
range of music, from Soca, to Motown and 
Indie Rock. 
We were sad to say goodbye to our 
wonderful Year 11 students, who have 
worked so hard during these difficult times 
to complete their practical coursework. Our 
Year 11s have been giving up their own time 
to come in and complete final assessments, 
performing songs by the Fugees, Carlos 
Santana and Dave.
As the academic year draws to a close, we 
look forward to bringing back our subjects, 
for more collaboration as a faculty in order 
to finish a difficult year off with a bang.

Working with the talented Butterflies!
We were able to reconnect with the young girls from Sixth Form. The girls were tentative 
at the start but when allowed to spread their wings they were fantastic. They listened to 
directions and spoke honestly about their own truths and experiences. I felt that lockdown 
gave the young women time to think about what they wanted in life. They were missing 
out on experiences and new found energy to express their feelings creatively. 

With the help and guidance from Miss Brandy, this project gave Miss an outlet to 
reconnect and creatively express so that she can continue to be championing the arts. 

Although delivered online they created a powerful piece. They listened and took direction 
really well, and they showed real promise that they are going to become powerful, young 
leaders in whatever career path they choose in the future. 

Keep shining ladies.

Marlene McKenzie 
Creative Director at Mooville Theatre 

For information on Mooville Theatre please visit: www.moovilletheatre.co.uk or get in 
touch - info@moovilletheatre.co.uk
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Students feedback

“We had the privilege of learning and 
experiencing Art through De’Anne and the 
team. We looked at the depth and meaning 
behind different types of Art, which showed 
us there is much more than meets the eye. 
We have looked at society through 
different perceptions and also produced 
many different forms of Art, including: 
using other Artists’ style of painting and 
creating more meaningful pieces. Using a 
simple photo and understanding it in depth, 
we made Art centred around it. In groups, 
we produced work that was passed to 
another group for them to demonstrate 
their interpretation of it.

Thank you to the Artists and the 
organisers for giving us a chance to 

experience the passion of Art.”
Alyssa 8D
 

Over the last two years, Holyhead 
School has participated in the 
Contemporary Art Space Project, in 

partnership with the RSA. A programme of 
art-making and whole school community 
engagement. The project has been 
designed to develop students’ sense of 
identity and reflect on their local area and 
social issues they identify as important. 
Whilst it has not been possible to deliver 
the project as originally planned due to the 
pandemic, the staff at Holyhead have been 
deeply committed to making this 
opportunity happen. This Summer term, 
Artist De’Anne Crooks, has run Art 
workshops with students to co-create this 
year’s contemporary Art work – all 
contributing to the fabulous Arts-rich 
learning environment at Holyhead.

The second part of this project ran over 3 
sessions and it  has been a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to work with 
visitors.

Mrs S Stafford & Mrs Mistry16

“Julie and De’anne did not just tell us how 
to draw or be creative, they also told us 
how to control ourselves and how to let go 
of bad feelings we are holding onto and 
hold onto the good ones instead. We were 
also taught how to stop and meditate for 
a few minutes, to help control the different 
feelings we were going through. It was a 
very fun time and I hope the Year 8s next 
year will enjoy it too. Thank you so much.”    
Harman  8A

“During the lockdown it has been harder to 
do Art. Art doesn’t have the same feeling 
over a screen, although Digital Art has been 
a new experience, Art is something 
people should enjoy together. The Art 
workshop precisely helps with that. 
Learning new kinds of Art and how there is 
Art in everyday 
life no matter 
where we go. 
Art through 
language 
allowed me to 
express myself 
in a new form 
not, just simple 
writing.”
Saadat 8H

“Working with Julie and De’anne has been 
amazing. The session I’ve had with them so 
far has been relaxing and calming. It helped 
me understand other people and their 
views, but also myself more and my 
emotions. It was a good experience 
showing things through Art and how it can 

be represented.”
Yar 8D

“Working with 
De’Anne and Julie has 

been an amazing 
experience. I have 

learnt new things,for 
example that writing 
words can be a form 

of Art. I had fun 
expressing how I felt.” 
Sufia 8E

“Thanks very much to all the organisers of 
the workshops and the students who took 
part. They certainly represented Holyhead 
School very well.”

Yar 8D
Alyssa 8D

Harman 8A
Saadat 8H
Harish 8A

Madihah  8E
Saima 8E
Sufia 8E

Vishwanath 8F
Simratt 8F

 
Led by 
Artist De’Anne Crooks, Art Therapist Julie,
Georgina Chatfield RSA Academies, Susan 
Ibreck and Josephine Reichert Iniva.
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We provided an induction into Fine Art in 
readiness for September 2021, giving the 
students the opportunity to have a head 
start. These face to face sessions were 
valuable to help with the transition from 
GCSE to A level.  

The sessions were lively, fun and 
encouraged on the theme of Natural Forms, 
where students experimented with collages 
and layering different media.

Mr D Brown
Post 16 Teacher of Art and Design

During the Year 7 Reading Week, students were assigned a task to produce 
book reviews of the titles they had read. Students were asked to reflect on their 
reading by designing a mind map to ascertain what they had actually learnt 
from reading their books.
There were some AMAZING pieces of work.

The prize winners:
1st prize - Harpreet 7D
2nd prize - Mihraaj 7H
3rd prize - Segal 7A
4th prize - Aaron 7G
5th prize - Feng 7C

They all received a goodie bag containing a free fiction book to keep, a 
certificate, some chocolates and a few small gifts.

Well done to all students, keep reading. :)

Miss Noble
Librarian
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Year 12 Taster Month in
Art and Design Is your child eligible for Free School Meals? 

Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income 

must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or 
guardian, can also get free school meals. 

Your child might also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your 
child is both: 

z• Younger than school starting age:  
• In full-time education 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the 
phase of schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 

Infant free school meals in England 
Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in: 

• Reception class 
• Year 1 
• Year 2 

Tell your local authority if you also get any of the qualifying benefits. Your child’s 
school can get extra funding if you do. 

What Next 
If your application for Free School Meals is successful, Holyhead school will also 
receive extra funding from the Government to use in support of teaching and 
learning (Pupil Premium). 

To check your child’s eligibility for Free School Meals you can:- 

• Apply online at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham 

 

https://www.gov.uk/schools-admissions/school-starting-age
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Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support 
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• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
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child is both: 

z• Younger than school starting age:  
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If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the 
phase of schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 

Infant free school meals in England 
Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in: 

• Reception class 
• Year 1 
• Year 2 

Tell your local authority if you also get any of the qualifying benefits. Your child’s 
school can get extra funding if you do. 

What Next 
If your application for Free School Meals is successful, Holyhead school will also 
receive extra funding from the Government to use in support of teaching and 
learning (Pupil Premium). 

To check your child’s eligibility for Free School Meals you can:- 

• Apply online at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham 

 

https://www.gov.uk/schools-admissions/school-starting-age
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Infant free school meals in England 
Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in: 

• Reception class 
• Year 1 
• Year 2 

Tell your local authority if you also get any of the qualifying benefits. Your child’s 
school can get extra funding if you do. 

What Next 
If your application for Free School Meals is successful, Holyhead school will also 
receive extra funding from the Government to use in support of teaching and 
learning (Pupil Premium). 

To check your child’s eligibility for Free School Meals you can:- 

• Apply online at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham 

 

https://www.gov.uk/schools-admissions/school-starting-age



If you have any problems with ParentPay or need to register 
please email 

sseniaray@holyheadschool.org.uk 
or 

contact the school on 0121 523 1960 and ask to speak to 
Mrs Seniaray

Have you logged into 
Arbor &

Parent Pay

If you have not successfully logged into Arbor please email 
arbor-support@holyheadschool.org.uk 

stating the following:

- Your child’s full name and form
- Child’s date of birth

- Parent/carers own name
- Your relationship to the child

At Holyhead, we are keen to encourage 
reading in all ways including reading for 

pleasure. World Book Day provides a great 
opportunity to celebrate reading of all 
kinds and for everyone to have a bit of 

literacy based fun! 
All faculties selected a fiction book and 

challenged students throughout the 
reading week with clues and hints to guess 

which book they had selected. 
Costumes were plentiful on our delayed 
World Book Day and the staff and many 

students looked sensational. 
A big thank you to all those that made the 
effort and contributed to the day...it was 
a bit of normal Holyhead fun that we all 

needed! 



In Year 9, we studied ‘The Empress’ as a 
case study, for Pearson Edexcel helping 
to lead on initiatives that the exam board 
would like to trial. Furthermore, this exciting 
opportunity meant that we could enrich our 
Diversity curriculum in Year 9 and further 
explore the cultures that are represented in 
our school. The play focuses on the colonial 
relationship between Britain and India and 
many of our Year 9 students thoroughly 
enjoyed learning about the relationship 
between their own heritage and the past.

“I personally enjoyed the day as it was a 
close representation of what life was really 
like. The play exposed the authenticity of 

Indian culture but also the irrefutable flaws 
of society in the Victorian Era.” 

Rhea, 9H

“While reading The Empress, I enjoyed 
Tanika Gupta’s ideology of Queen 

Victoria’s reign and how she used her 
imagination to develop two interesting 

characters who helped present the 
common lives of many others through 

them alone. Gupta also made the relations 
between the Queen and her Munshi 

intriguing and politically relatable to 
others.” 

Wisdom, 9F

The English Department, as well as some 
students chose to dress up from their 
heritage or characters from the play, that 
represented different factions of society 
during Victorian England. 

Throughout March, the English Department 
launched activities within Year 7 and Year 
8 reading lessons, where students created 
their own ‘shelfies’ or virtual bookshelves 
using SORA, a book review competition 
as well as quizzes with lots of prizes to be 
won. The door book jacket competition 
which was launched in form groups had 
tough competition, especially in Year 9. The 
book jackets were colourful, creative and 
inventive and selecting winners was a tough 
choice! A special mention to the Bookflix 
board and Harry Potter door as they were 
exceptional! Thank you to all the forms that 
participated.

The winning forms were: 

7B Miss Stafford
8E Miss Masood/Mr Lane

9F Miss Gill
11J Mrs Clarke

The Young Writer’s Competition is a great way for 
KS3 students to explore their Creative Writing skills. 
Students had to write a mini-saga with a limit of 100 
words! The winners were given the opportunity to 
get their work published in an Anthology, along with 
hundreds of students across the country. I’m very 
proud of their efforts!
Miss Johal, Lead KS3 English Language

“I decided to do a story about a ghost, since you never see things 
from their point of view.” 
Saima 8E
 
“Writing stories is my hobby, especially crime and suspense and 
being able to entertain others is a great honour. This competition 
has boosted my confidence because I am a very shy person - but I 
can reveal myself through my writing.” Sejal 7A

“Being awarded this certificate is 
definitely my biggest achievement 
as it has built my confidence and 
encouraged my passion in writing.” 
Gurman 7A

YOUNG
WRITER’S
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The Empress



Romiqua 12B
Creative Arts Showcase

Empowering GIRLS
Empowered Women Empower Women

I created this workshop with one goal in 
mind: to inspire and empower our young 
girls.

A group of 18, Year 10 girls took part in 
the workshop and we covered topics, such 
as: empowerment, self-esteem, healthy/ 
unhealthy relationships, social media and 
body image.

The girls shared their personal experiences 
with the group and really opened up about 
the key issues young girls have to deal 
with nowadays.

Their enthusiasm, passion, participation 
and maturity was profound. They are all 
capable of being future leaders in 
whichever industry they want.

This workshop was about allowing young 
girls to break through the stereotypes and 
barriers they face and to understand how 
they were going to do that.

The workshop was a great success and the 
energy in the room was electric! 

“It highlighted parts I need to work on with 
myself and now, after this workshop, I can 
understand ways I can improve and why it 
is important,  regardless of how long it’ll 
take.” 

“Thank you Miss Aziz. It was very 
informative and I would love to do it 
again.”

“The workshop put a lot of things into 
perspective and the Importance of letting 
certain things go, which I don’t have 
control of, so I don’t waste my time”

Watch this space for the next session, 
which will be focused on boys.

Miss Aziz



Year 7 Tug of War
Sports Day



Health and Wellbeing - Life Skills
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